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DRAFT RESOLUTION

FOLLOW-UP ON THE RECOMMENDATIONS CONTAINED IN THE “REPORT OF THE SPECIAL WORKING GROUP TO REFLECT ON THE WORKINGS OF THE
INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS WITH A VIEW TO STRENGTHENING THE INTER-AMERICAN HUMAN RIGHTS SYSTEM”

(Considered by the Permanent Council at its meeting held on May 25, 2012, and transmitted to the General Committee of the General Assembly)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

REAFFIRMING the importance that Member States assign to the role of Inter- American Human Rights System (IAHRS) in the promotion and protection of internationally recognized human rights as a basic element for consolidation and strengthening of democracy in the Hemisphere; 

RECOGNIZING that the promotion and protection of human rights in the Hemisphere is primarily the responsibility of the member states;

RECOGNIZING also the complementary or supplementary role of the IAHRS, as applicable, in conjunction with the national efforts, and emphasizing that only through partnership and collaboration among all relevant actors of the IAHRS it is possible to move toward a true culture of respect for fundamental rights in the region; 

RECOGNIZING further (Haiti + Argentina + United States: REAFFIRMING our support for) the autonomy and independence of the bodies of the IAHRS, within the framework of the applicable legal instruments; (United States + Argentina + Uruguay support)

Alternative proposal by Brazil + Panama + Venezuela + Nicaragua + Mexico + Colombia + Peru + Chile + Ecuador, based on the report o f the Working Group to Reflect…

[RECOGNIZING that the (Nicaragua: functional) autonomy and independence of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) within the framework of the applicable legal instruments, based on a comprehensive interpretation of those legal instruments as well as of the practice of the member states, are essential elements for maintaining its credibility, legitimacy, and efficiency.] 

*Argentina points out that if entire paragraphs of the [report of ] the Special Working Group to Reflect…are to be included in this draft, it would not be appropriate to repeat them in the drafts on the IACHR and strengthening of the IAHRS pursuant to the mandates of the Summits.

** Uruguay: subject to consultation, depending on progress made with the two drafts cited by Argentina.
REAFFIRMING that the comprehensive strengthening of the IAHRS is a joint responsibility of the member states, the Organization of American States, and the organs of the IAHRS within the framework of their different capacities, and that the participation and opinion of all IAHRS actors and users is essential to achieve this objective;

TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION:

The Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) with a View to Strengthening the IAHRS (the Working Group), approved by the Permanent Council on January 25, 2012 (CP/doc.4675/12);

The "Report on Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System" adopted by the Inter-American Juridical Committee at its 80th regular session (CP/INF.6421/12);

The “Position Document on the Process of Strengthening the IAHRS for the Protection of Human Rights,” approved by the IACHR and transmitted to the Permanent Council on April 9, 2012;

The “Report of the Secretary General on the Recommendations of the Working Group of the Permanent Council to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a view to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System and the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CP/doc.4711/12);

RESOLVES:

1. To urge the Secretary General to implement the recommendations addressed to it in the Report of the Working Group and, in collaboration with Member States, to prepare and submit a proposal in the short term on the permanent functioning of the IAHRC’s presidency at its seat;

2. To invite United States + Costa Rica + Uruguay + Argentina + Chile + Panama / urge Nicaragua + Ecuador + Venezuela + Brazil] the IAHRC to [consider United States + Costa Rica + Uruguay + Argentina + Chile] [Panama: analyze] [and implement Nicaragua + Ecuador + Venezuela + Brazil + Panama] the recommendation addressed to it in the Report of the Working Group, within the framework of its [Nicaragua:  functional] autonomy and independence; [Costa Rica + Argentina: need to keep autonomy and independence]


Alternative proposal of Panama + Colombia + Ecuador + Brazil + Nicaragua + Venezuela + Peru + El Salvador


To urge those addressed by the recommendations made in the Working Group’s report to [Mexico: follow up on implement] [Ecuador: cannot support this change by Mexico] said recommendations [Colombia + Haiti: request and implement] [Uruguay:  considers that it is necessary to work on Panama’s proposal with Mexico’s addition]


* Chair of the CAJP: it is important to decide whether or not to include operative paragraphs addressed to the member states, the General Secretariat, and the IACHR in keeping with the terms of the recommendations approved by the Permanent Council on January 25, 2012.

3. [In the spirit of moving towards the strengthening of the IAHRS, to request the Permanent Council to establish a procedure, to be carried out in the second semester of 2012, taking into consideration the recommendations contained in the Report of the Working Group;] [Uruguay prefers this broad proposal initially presented by Mexico]

Alternative wording proposed by Ecuador + Colombia + Brazil + Chile + Nicaragua + Panama [United States + Argentina cannot support] (Uruguay is also flexible with respect to working on this alternative presented by Mexico)
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[To instruct the Permanent Council to establish, based on the Report of the Working Group of the Permanent Council to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a View to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System [Colombia:  and the other documents relating to this process] a procedure, to be carried out in the second semester of 2012, that contains specific proposals for [implementing] [Mexico + Chile:  following up on] the recommendations contained in said Report.] 
4. To request the Permanent Council to agree with the IAHRC on a joint agenda to continue and strengthen the dialogue between the Commission and Member States, to be carried out in the second semester of 2012.

5. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly, at its forty-third regular session, on the implementation of this resolution.
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