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DRAFT RESOLUTION


REPORT OF THE OF THE XIX INTER-AMERICAN TRAVEL CONGRESS AND HOLDING OF THE TWENTIETH INTER-AMERICAN CONGRESS OF MINISTERS AND HIGH-LEVEL AUTHORITIES OF TOURISM 

(Agreed upon by the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 23, 2012)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

HAVING SEEN resolutions AG/RES. 1 (XX-E/94), “General Policy Framework and Priorities:  Partnership for Development”; AG/RES. 1426 (XXVI-O/96), “Support for OAS Tourism Activities”; CIDI/RES. 17 (II-O/97) and AG/RES. 1517 (XXVII-O/97), “Sustainable Tourism Development”; CIDI/RES. 152 (IX-O/04) and AG/RES. 1987 (XXXIV-O/04) “XVIII Inter-American Travel Congress”; AG/RES. 2083 (XXXV-O/05), “Strengthening of Micro, Small, and Medium-Sized Enterprises”; AG/RES. 2089 (XXXV-O/05), “XIX Inter-American Travel Congress”; AG/RES. 2201 (XXXVI-O/06), “Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development (2006-2009)”; AG/RES. 2212 (XXXVI-O/06), “Fostering the Development of Tourism”; and AG/RES. 2314 (XXXVII-O/07), “Natural Disaster Reduction, Risk Management, and Assistance in Natural and Other Disaster Situations” and CIDI/RES. 243 (XV-O/10) and AG/RES. 2591 (XL-O/10), “The Importance of Tourism Cooperation in the Americas”; and CIDI/RES. 249 (XVI-O/11) and AG/RES. 2639 (XLI-O/11) “Adaptation of the Inter-American Travel Congresses to the CIDI Framework and Holding of the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress” and CIDI/RES. 265 (XVII-O/12) “Report of the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress and Holding of the Twentieth Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism.”;  
HAVING SEEN ALSO:

The Report of the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress (CIDI/TUR-XIX/doc. 10/11) as well as the Declaration of San Salvador on Sustainable Tourism Development in the Americas (CIDI/TUR-XIX/DEC.1/11 rev. 1) and the resolution, “Key Topics for Partnership for Development in the Tourism Sector under the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development” (CIDI/TUR-XIX/RES.1/11 rev. 1), both adopted by the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress;  
CONSIDERING that in the framework of the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress the delegations of Ecuador and Honduras offered to host the next two meetings of the Congress;  
HAVING SEEN:

The note from the Government of Ecuador offering to host the Twentieth Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism in Quito from September 11 to 13, 2012 (CEPCIDI/INF.143 /11), as well the announcement of the theme of that ministerial meeting: “Conscientious Tourism”; and  
Resolution CEPCIDI/RES. 190 (CLXXV-O/11), “Convocation of the Twentieth Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism”; and  

CONSIDERING:


That the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress created a hemispheric tourism fund composed of voluntary contributions that allows the possibility of giving consideration to the participation of the private sector and international organizations, in order to support communities that live in extreme poverty and have tourism potential in their environment but cannot fully achieve development;  


That in the framework of the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress, the ministers of tourism of Belize, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, and Trinidad and Tobago made financial pledges which will serve as seed capital for the Hemispheric Tourism Fund;  

CONSIDERING ALSO that pursuant to the mandate from the General Assembly and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), CEPCIDI prepared Draft Rules of Procedure of the Inter-American Committee on Tourism (CEPCIDI/doc. 1040/12) in keeping with the guidelines laid down by the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress;  
RECOGNIZING:

That sustainable management of the tourism sector can enhance its capacity to provide important economic and social benefits that support the livelihood of families and local communities and to improve the quality of life of individuals and society;   
The importance of international and regional cooperation geared to the promotion of sustainable tourism in the Hemisphere;  
The importance of the Special Multilateral Fund of CIDI for the promotion of tourism cooperation programs that provide technical assistance to support business development, to improve domestic tourism, and to stimulate entrepreneurial development of the micro, small, and medium size enterprises in the hospitality and tourism sectors, and includes, inter alia, education and capacity building components intended to encourage people to participate in activities connected with sustainable tourism development, as well as in those designed to improve tourism development overall and heritage conservation; and  
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT: 

That it is the responsibility of CIDI, in the framework of the Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development 2006-2009, to encourage policy dialogue and include sustainable tourism development as one of its priority areas,  
RESOLVES:

1. To endorse the Declaration of San Salvador on Sustainable Tourism Development in the Americas (CIDI/TUR-XIX/DEC.1/11 rev. 1) and to thank the Government and people of El Salvador for holding the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress.  
2. To thank the Government of Ecuador for its offer to host the Twentieth Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism, to be convened in Quito, Ecuador, from September 11 to 13, 2012.  
3. To urge the ministers and high-level authorities of tourism to participate in the Twentieth Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism.  
4. To adopt the Rules of Procedure of the Inter-American Committee on Tourism (CITUR) (CIDI/doc. 5/12), and to instruct the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development to support the first CITUR meeting programmed for July 30 and 31, 2012, in order to put the decisions of the XIX Inter-American Travel Congress into effect and prepare the Twentieth Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism.  
5. To note with satisfaction the creation of the Hemispheric Tourism Fund and to continue, in the XX Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-level Authorities of Tourism, studying its proper incorporation into cooperation mechanisms that exist in the CIDI framework.  
6. To thank the delegations of Belize, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, and Trinidad and Tobago for their pledges to the Hemispheric Tourism Fund and to invite the other member states, the private sector, and international organizations to consider adding their own voluntary contributions in order, through this fund, to support communities that live in extreme poverty and have tourism potential in their environment but cannot fully achieve development.  
7. To instruct the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) to support the organization and the preparatory process of the Twentieth Inter-American Congress of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Tourism and to redouble its efforts to support members states in fostering sustainable tourism development.  
8. To request the Inter-American Council for Integral Development to report to the General Assembly at its forty-second regular session on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.  
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