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Introductory note:


These proposals by the Chair of the Permanent Council are intended to facilitate dialogue among the delegations with a view to reaching agreement on the proposals to be submitted to the special session of the General Assembly to be held on March 22, 2013.

· MEDIUM- AND LONG-TERM CHALLENGES AND OBJECTIVES

A.
Recommendations to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights:
a) Prepare a report on the impact of the non-universality of the American Convention on Human Rights and inter-American human rights instruments, as well as of the recognition of the contentious jurisdiction of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, on protection and promotion of human rights in the region.
Recommendation considered at the meetings of February 5, 13, 15, and 20, 2013

To take note of the response of the IACHR to the request that it “prepare a report on the impact of the non-universality of the American Convention on Human Rights and inter-American human rights instruments, as well as of the recognition of the contentious jurisdiction of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, on protection and promotion of human rights in the region.” AGREED UPON ON FEBRUARY 20, 2013, AD REFERENDUM OF ECUADOR
Proposal of Ecuador for implementing recommendation a) - submitted at the meetings of February 5 and 13, 2013.

To request the IACHR to prepare before the end of 2013 a report on the impact of the non-universality of the American Convention on Human Rights and inter-American human rights instruments, as well as of the recognition of the contentious jurisdiction of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, on protection and promotion of human rights in the region and identify the most appropriate measures for ensuring that, by December 31, 2014, those states that have not yet done so accede to or, as appropriate, ratify the American Convention on Human Rights. 

That report will also include not only the level of ratifications of inter-American human rights instruments but also the degree of openness, compliance, and cooperation by the states with respect to the work undertaken by the IACHR, as well as regulatory developments or progress made domestically by virtue of said compliance.

b) Actively incorporate as a priority in its strategies and work on human rights promotion the signing of, ratification of, and accession to the American Convention on Human Rights and all other inter-American human rights instruments in those countries that have not yet done so.
Recommendation considered at the meeting on February 13, 2013

To take note of the activities that the IACHR will carry out, according to its replies to the Permanent Council, on promotion of human rights and of the signing of, ratification of, and accession to the American Convention on Human Rights and all other inter-American human rights instruments in those countries that have not yet done so, and to report annually on the steps taken in that regard. AGREED UPON ON FEBRUARY 13, 2013, AD REFERENDUM OF UNITED STATES AND CANADA

Proposal of Ecuador for implementing recommendation b) - submitted at the meeting of February 13, 2013.

At the same time, to call on the IACHR to make the necessary efforts to seek the full adoption by all OAS member states of all inter-American human rights instruments, as well as their acceptance of the contentious jurisdiction of the Inter-American Court. The results of its efforts should be presented to the Permanent Council so that it may submit its recommendations to the OAS General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session. 

c) Strike a better balance between the functions of promotion and protection of all human rights.
Recommendation considered at the meeting on February 13 and 20, 2013

To take note of the response of the IACHR and request that it continue its activities of promotion and protection of human rights, seeking to strike a better balance between the two functions and periodically sharing, in dialogue with the users of the inter-American human rights system, information on its efforts in that regard. AGREED UPON ON FEBRUARY 20, 2013
d) Continue to improve international human rights standards, in particular by deepening standards on enforceability and compliance of the states’ obligations in the area of economic, social, and cultural rights. 
Recommendation considered at the meeting of February 20, 2013

To take note of the response of the IACHR and request that it continue its work of improving standards on enforceability in the area of economic, social, and cultural rights, in dialogue with the member states, taking into account the work of other monitoring organs under the universal system, and, as appropriate, fostering initiatives that encourage the creation of national monitoring systems for those rights. AGREED UPON ON FEBRUARY 20, 2013
e) Strengthen its mechanisms for consultation with all users of the system.
Recommendation considered at the meetings of February 20 and 22, 2013

To take note of the response of the IACHR in light of the importance of dialogue and request it to continue with the process of strengthening consultation mechanisms, pursuing a common agenda of dialogue with states, users and other actors of the inter-American human rights system through, inter alia, virtual meetings. AGREED UPON ON FEBRUARY 22, 2013
f) Continue to periodically divulge the criteria used to define its programmatic priorities and measure their results.
Recommendation considered at the meeting of February 22, 2013

To take note of the response of the IACHR and request it to consider including in its Strategic Plan the criteria used to define its programmatic priorities and measure results, as well as reporting on those criteria to the Permanent Council in the interests of increasing efficiency, transparency, and accountability in its activities. AGREED UPON ON FEBRUARY 22, 2013
g) Continue to disseminate annual statistics on petitions and requests for precautionary measures received; the total number of cases processed; the number of working groups in the IACHR Executive Secretariat, as well as their functions and staff, among other aspects.
Recommendation considered at the meeting of February 22, 2013

To take note of the response of the IACHR and request it to continue disseminating that information via its annual report and website. AGREED UPON ON FEBRUARY 22, 2013

h) In the near-term, draw up, in collaboration with the OAS General Secretariat, a proposal regarding the permanent functioning of the office of its president at headquarters.
Recommendation considered at the meeting of February 22, 2013


To take note of the response of the IACHR and request it to prepare this proposal in collaboration with OAS General Secretariat as soon as possible. AGREED UPON ON FEBRUARY 22, 2013
i) Incorporate all rapporteurs’ reports under a single chapter of its annual report.
Recommendation considered at the meeting of February 22, 2013

To take note of the response of the IACHR and request it to put into practice its proposals. AGREED UPON ON FEBRUARY 22, 2013 AD REFERENDUM OF VENEZUELA
Footnote of Costa Rica: 

The delegation of Costa Rica wishes to set down on record its position that it be understood that the implementation of any measures adopted should avoid impairing or limiting the functions and work of the Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression, which is the only rapporteurship that has published, since 1998, a separate annual report from that of the IACHR. 

Canada and Uruguay: reserve the right to second the note of Costa Rica

Note of Nicaragua to be set down in the record of the special meeting of February 22:

The IACHR should not give precedence to one rapporteurship to the detriment of others.

Note of Colombia to be set down in the record of the special meeting of February 22:
Colombia notes for the record that the response of the IACHR has been weighed and that in no circumstances should it be construed as restricting any rapporteurship or weakening the IACHR itself. 

Note of Ecuador to be set down in the record of the special meeting of February 22:
The delegation of Ecuador joins the consensus on this proposal as a gesture of its good faith and utmost flexibility and on the understanding that note be taken of the response of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to this recommendation contained in Article 59(2)(d) and (3) of the “draft Reforms of the Rules of Procedure, policies and practices” published by the IACHR on February 15, 2013. 

B.
Recommendations to the OAS Member States:
a) If not yet parties, consider signing, ratifying, or acceding to the American Convention on Human Rights and all other inter-American human rights instruments, as well as accepting the contentious jurisdiction of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (I/A Court H.R.)
Recommendation considered at the meetings of February 22 and 25, and March 1, 2013

Proposal of the Chair:

To urge non-party states to make efforts to implement this recommendation, to which end, the topic would be included in:

· General Assembly resolutions

· Bilateral contacts between states parties and non-party states

· The agenda of meetings of the OAS Secretary General with non-party states

Proposal of Mexico:

[Venezuela: To reiterate the recommendations to those OAS member states that are not yet parties to the American Convention on Human Rights and all] the inter-American human rights instruments and [Venezuela: , as appropriate,] those that have not accepted the contentious jurisdiction of the I/A Court H.R. to make efforts to implement this recommendation, [Chair+Mexico: as applicable,] to which end, the topic would be included in:

· General Assembly resolutions

· Bilateral contacts between states parties and non-party states
/
· The agenda of meetings of the OAS Secretary General with non-party states
/
Proposal of Venezuela:


Supported by Ecuador + Bolivia
To reiterate the recommendations to those OAS member states that are not yet parties to consider signing, ratifying, or acceding to the American Convention on Human Rights and all other inter-American human rights instruments, as well as accepting (as appropriate) the contentious jurisdiction of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (I/A Court H.R.), to which end, the topic would be included in:

· General Assembly resolutions

· Bilateral contacts between states parties and non-party states

· The agenda of meetings of the OAS Secretary General with non-party states

Proposal of Chile:

Supported by Mexico

With a view to implementing this recommendation, this topic would be included in:

· General Assembly resolutions
· Bilateral contacts between states parties and non-party states [Mexico: Mention should be made here of the reasons why these states have not acceded to the American Convention on Human Rights or accepted the contentious jurisdiction of the I/A Court H.R.]

· The agenda of meetings of the OAS Secretary General with non-party states
Chair: When the decision was made to postpone discussion of this paragraph on February 25, 2013, the Chair entrusted the delegation of Mexico with leading consultations.

Results of the consultations led by Mexico (March 1, 2013):
In the interests of implementing this recommendation, this topic would be included in:

· General Assembly resolutions
· Bilateral contacts between states parties and non-party states

· The agenda of meetings of the OAS Secretary General with non-party states

THERE BEING NO CONSENSUS, MORE TIME WAS REQUESTED FOR CONSULTATIONS 

Chair:  When the decision was made again to postpone discussion of this paragraph on March 1, 2013, the Chair entrusted the delegation of Venezuela with leading consultations.
Note to be entered into the record of the special meeting of March 1:  Canada, Jamaica, and the United States reserve the right to present a footnote on all matters relating to the universality of the inter-American human rights system.
b) Design and implement strategies aimed at achieving the universality of the IAHRS, working with the organs of the IAHRS and the relevant political bodies of the OAS, with support provided by the General Secretariat.
Recommendation considered at the meeting of February 25 and March 1, 2013

To consider putting together and sending, with the consent of each country, ad hoc missions to non-party states, composed, inter alia, of representatives of states parties, the General Secretariat, the IACHR, and the I/A Court H.R., in order to engage in talks and invite them to examine or consider the possibility of ratifying and/or acceding to the inter-American human rights treaties and accepting, as appropriate, the contentious jurisdiction of the Inter-American Court. (AGREED UPON ON MARCH 1, 2013)
Note to be entered into the record of the special meeting of March 1: Canada reserves the right to present a footnote on all matters relating to the universality of the inter-American human rights system.
c) Prepare, through appropriate OAS procedures and bodies, and in consultation with the bodies of the IAHRS, a guide or reference document on successful experiences and best practices in the area of institutional mechanisms or domestic laws to assist in implementing the recommendations of the IACHR and the decisions of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.
Recommendation considered at the meeting of February 25 and March 1, 2013

To urge the OAS member states to prepare, through the OAS General Secretariat and via the appropriate procedures and channels in the Organization, and in consultation with the organs of the IAHRS, a guide or background document on successful experiences and best practices in relation to domestic institutional mechanisms and laws that assist in implementation of the recommendations of the IACHR and compliance with the decisions of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights. (AGREED UPON ON MARCH 1, 2013)
d) Strive to exchange best practices in implementation of recommendations and decisions of the IAHRS organs
Recommendation considered at the meeting of February 25, 2013

To hold annual or biannual meetings among member states to exchange experiences and practices on this issue, with a view to documenting and divulging them on the web pages of the OAS, IACHR, and Inter-American Court of Human Rights. (AGREED UPON ON FEBRUARY 25, 2013)
e) Encourage cooperation between domestic institutions and authorities with responsibility for human rights and organs of the system in order to further common objectives and furnish mutual assistance.
Recommendation considered at the meeting of February 25, 2013
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To encourage and support communication, consultation, exchange, cooperation, training, and on-site or virtual annual or biannual meetings between the organs of IAHRS and national agencies and officials with responsibility for human rights matters through, inter alia, the preparation, updating, and dissemination of a directory of those national agencies and officials. (AGREED UPON ON FEBRUARY 25, 2013)
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�.	Refers to states that are not parties to the inter-American human rights instruments and to those that have not accepted the contentious jurisdiction of the I/A Court H.R.


�.	Ibid.
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