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PROPOSED METHODOLOGY FOR THE PRESENTATION AND NEGOTIATION OF
DRAFT RESOLUTIONS TO BE SUBMITTED TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
AT ITS FORTY-THIRD REGULAR SESSION

I. INTRODUCTION


With a view to facilitating preparatory work for the next regular session of the General Assembly, the Chair of the Permanent Council suggests continuing with the joint efforts begun in previous years that made the work of the Council’s permanent committees more efficient with respect to the presentation and negotiation of draft resolutions to be submitted to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session, to be held in La Antigua, Guatemala, next June.

Since all the draft resolutions to be submitted for consideration by the General Assembly must address topics on the agenda of each session, the suggested deadlines for task completion are related to those set by the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly, Chapter VI, for the drafting of its draft agenda. 

Accordingly, note should be taken of the current provisions:

“Article 29. For each regular session of the General Assembly, the Preparatory Committee shall prepare a preliminary draft agenda that will be sent with a report by that committee to the governments of the member states, so that they may have an opportunity to make the observations they deem pertinent or to propose the inclusion of additional topics within whatever time period the Committee may set.” 
“Article 31. Taking into account the observations and proposals referred to in Article 29, the Preparatory Committee shall prepare the draft agenda, which shall be transmitted to the governments at least 45 days before the opening date of each regular session of the General Assembly.” (45 days prior to the start of the forty-third session is April 20, 2013.) 

“Article 32. Once the Preparatory Committee has approved the draft agenda, new topics may be included only by the vote of two thirds of the members of that committee, at least 30 days prior to the opening date of the session of the General Assembly.” (30 days prior to the start of the forty-third session is May 5, 2013.)


Taking the above elements into consideration, the following operational methodology and calendar is being proposed, without thereby altering existing regulations or undermining the right of the member states to present proposals for possible consideration by the General Assembly:

· Set April 12, 2013, as the deadline for the presentation of draft resolutions. (Thus, if the inclusion of a new topic on the General Assembly’s draft agenda is called for, there will be time for its consideration by the Preparatory Committee prior to April 20, the deadline for its transmission to the governments of the member states.)

· Proposed draft resolutions being presented must be succinct, with clear objectives and specific mandates and outcomes:

· Ensure that the wording is as concise as possible;

· Reduce the number of preambular paragraphs;

· Reduce the number of operative paragraphs;

· Minimize the number of paragraphs in resolutions whose sole purpose is to renew existing mandates;

· Avoid unnecessary repetition of identical paragraphs in several resolutions and make general reference to paragraphs that it is deemed necessary to reiterate, so as to avoid triggering unnecessary negotiation of the language used;

· Adopt standard formats for operative paragraphs requesting the presentation of reports;

· Consider the possibility of limiting the number of special sessions, courses, seminars, and other activities that require resources from the Organization’s Regular Fund, given the existing budgetary constraints.

· Taking into consideration the usefulness of informal consultations in the quest for points of consensus when it proves difficult to reach an agreement, there will be an insistence that the interested delegations meeting informally to try and overcome any hurdles.

· Begin and end meetings punctually, as scheduled.

· Establish the time for negotiating each resolution. That time will depend on the number of resolutions to be considered at the respective meeting.

· Delegations will submit in writing their proposed changes in the course of negotiations.

· Debate the draft resolutions in chronological order; this arrangement may be changed if some delegations reach agreements in informal negotiations. Where possible, draft resolutions to be negotiated will be grouped together by thematic area.

· Regarding draft resolutions on already existing topics or topics for which resolutions already exist, negotiation will be promoted only for new texts, which, if possible, will be indicated in bold to make it easier for delegations to make a quick comparison between texts. For the same purpose, texts deleted should appear with strike-through.

· Likewise, the delegations are urged to focus on the substance of deliberations and not on style. In cases in which questions of style are important to a delegation, the Chair suggests waiting until the time comes to approve the draft, at which point the Committees will make a brief break to review style.

· When submitting draft resolutions, delegations will try to identify thematic affinities, similarities, and complementarities with other draft resolutions to facilitate grouping topics together or merging texts, or even, possibly, incorporating their initiatives in “omnibus” resolutions.

· The delegations will consider incorporating “termination clauses” in draft resolutions in order to address issues or mandates included in a resolution that are not ongoing, that provide for a term or period for fulfillment.

· In line with the Agreement of the Permanent Council on the Inclusion of Footnotes and Annexation of Documents (CP/doc.4556/11), footnotes referring to any parts of a draft resolution shall be limited to a maximum of two lines. For footnotes that exceed that length, the first two lines will begin on the corresponding page and the remainder of the note will continue at the end of the text of the draft resolution. Furthermore, no appendices shall be attached to draft resolutions, unless they are documents presented to the General Assembly for its approval or adoption, such as conventions, charters, and statutes. Any references to documents in the text of draft resolutions should be made using the appropriate title and classification and other identifying information such as name, place and date of the meeting at which the document was considered.

· In keeping with resolution CP/RES. 983 (1797/11), “Amendment of resolution CP/RES. 965 (1733/09) on the costing process for resolutions to be referred to the General Assembly for consideration,” resolutions with budgetary implications shall be remitted to the Secretariat for Administration and Finance (SAF) for an estimate of the cost of the mandates they contain.

· The delegations should consider submitting draft resolutions biennially or triennially, or submitting a single draft resolution when the topic is already solidly institutionalized and the mandate is expected to be fulfilled over the long term.

2013 Schedule for the consideration of draft resolutions 
for the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly

	April 12, 2013
	· Deadline for draft resolutions and/or paragraphs for the single resolution to be presented to the Committees and Working Groups. (For the Preparatory Committee to consider, if necessary, the inclusion of a new topic on the General Assembly’s draft agenda prior to April 20 and so the discussion of the draft resolution(s) can begin immediately.)
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April 15, 2013
	· Deadline for the presentation of new topics. (For the Preparatory Committee to consider, if necessary, the inclusion of a new topic on the General Assembly’s draft agenda prior to April 20 and so that the draft resolution on the topic can be presented.)

	April 15, 2013
	· Date for the delivery of draft resolutions and reports of the Working Groups to their respective Committees, so they can, in turn; examine it prior to its referral to the Permanent Council.

	April 20, 2013
	· 45 days prior to the start of the forty-third regular session. 

· Article 31 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly: Taking into account the observations and proposals referred to in Article 29, the Preparatory Committee shall prepare the draft agenda, which shall be transmitted to the governments at least 45 days before the opening date of each regular session of the General Assembly.” 

	May 5, 2013
	· 30 days prior to the start of the forty-third regular session

· Article 32 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly: “Once the Preparatory Committee has approved the draft agenda, new topics may be included only by the vote of two thirds of the members of that committee, at least 30 days prior to the opening date of the session of the General Assembly.”

	May 15, 2013
	· Date for the presentation of reports and draft resolutions to the Permanent Council

	May 22, 2013
	· Last Permanent Council meeting prior to the General Assembly
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