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April 2, 2013

His Excellency
Ambassador Arturo Ulises Vallarino Bartuano
Permanent Representative of Panama to the OAS
Chair of the Permanent Council

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.
Excellency,


I have the honor to address Your Excellency to forward the Annual Report of the Chair of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism for consideration by the OAS General Assembly at it Forty-Third session, in compliance with Article 91.f of the Charter of the Organization of American States and pursuant to Article 15 of the Rules of Procedure of CICTE and General Assembly Resolution AG/RES. 2735 (XLI-012).


Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurance of my highest consideration and esteem.

[image: image9.wmf]PERMANENT COUNCIL


Andrés González Díaz

Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS

Chair of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism

REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE

INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE AGAINST TERRORISM (CICTE)

TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

This report is presented pursuant to the provisions of resolution AG/RES.2735 (XLII-O/12), “Advancing Hemispheric Security: A Multidimensional Approach,” adopted by the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS) at its forty second regular session. It is also presented in fulfillment of the provisions of Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

Officers of CICTE

At its Thirteenth Regular Session, held in Washington, D.C., United States of America, March 8, 2013, the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) elected Colombia as Chair and Canada as Vice Chair.

Mandate

In resolution AG/RES.2735 (XLII-O/12), “Advancing Hemispheric Security: A Multidimensional Approach,” adopted in June 2012, the General Assembly reiterated the commitments it assumed in the resolutions it has adopted since 1999 regarding the fight against terrorism and instructed the CICTE Secretariat to implement the programs and projects set out in CICTE's Work Plan.

Activities of CICTE

In 2012, CICTE and its Secretariat carried out activities to implement the mandates of the OAS General Assembly and the objectives of the Committee. The numerous activities undertaken by the CICTE Secretariat for the benefit of Member States bear witness to the close, continuous, and productive collaboration among the Member States, the CICTE Secretariat, other OAS General Secretariat areas and sub-regional, regional, and international organizations. 

At the Thirteenth Regular Session of CICTE, Guatemala in its capacity as Chair for the 2012-2013 term, presented a report on progress achieved during its chairmanship, highlighting the accomplishments by Member States in cooperating with each another in their fight against terrorism.
/ 
In that regard, the Report on Activities of the Secretariat of the CICTE, presented to the CICTE at its Thirteenth Regular Session, contains details on completed and ongoing projects, as well as plans for upcoming programs.
/
CICTE held its Thirteenth Regular Session in Washington, D. C. under the chairmanship of Guatemala. The preparations for this event were carried out from December 2012 to March 2013, under the chairmanship of Guatemala and the vice-chairmanship of Colombia. Three meetings were held, at which the draft agenda, draft schedule, draft Work Plan, and draft Declaration were considered and agreed to. These were submitted to the plenary of the Committee.
At its Thirteenth Regular Session, CICTE adopted, by consensus, the Declaration on “Strengthening Hemispheric Cooperation to Address Terrorism Financing and Money Laundering”,
/ as well as the Committee's Work Plan for 2013.
/   Details of the Thirteenth Regular Session are contained in the Report of the Rapporteur,
/ Mr. Jonathan Mitchell,  Alternate Representative of the United States to the OAS.

Conclusions

At the Thirteenth Regular Session of CICTE, the Member States adopted a resolute and unambiguous declaration on terrorism financing and money laundering in the Americas which included their renewed commitment to increasing cooperation in order to prevent, combat, and eliminate terrorism.  It is only through the guaranteed capacity of Member States to confront the threat of terrorism and deny safe haven to terrorists that this Hemisphere will fulfill its undeniable endeavor to provide a safe and secure environment for its citizens.

This Report is submitted most respectfully,
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Andrés González Díaz

Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the Organization of American States

Chair of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism 

April 2, 2013
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE REPORT OF THE CHAIR 

OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE AGAINST TERRORISM 2012-2013,
HIS EXCELLENCY JOSÉ RODRIGO VIELMANN DE LEÓN, AMBASSADOR, PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF GUATEMALA TO THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE REPORT OF THE CHAIR 

OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE AGAINST TERRORISM 2012-2013,
HIS EXCELLENCY JOSÉ RODRIGO VIELMANN DE LEÓN, AMBASSADOR, PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF GUATEMALA TO THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES


I have the pleasure to report that the Secretariat has implemented capacity-building and training programs in member states through over 155 activities that contributed to the training of 9,946 officials in the areas of border control, legislative assistance and combating terrorism financing, critical infrastructure protection, strengthening strategies against emerging terrorist threats, and international coordination and cooperation.


I wish to thank all member states and the permanent observers that contributed human and other resources to the Secretariat of CICTE for the implementation of last year’s CICTE Work Plan. The Secretariat received over US$5 million in specific funds to carry out these activities.  The Chair wishes to thank all delegations for the dynamic support demonstrated in 2012 when we sought to ensure minimum financial and human resources for the work of the Secretariat in the budget for the regular program of the OAS.


I also wish to mention the contributions from Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Mexico, Panama, Trinidad and Tobago, and the United States made through temporary staff secondments or financing allocated to the Secretariat.

The Chair considers it important to note that the Secretariat of CICTE has only four staff members from the Regular Fund of the Organization, clearly an insufficient number.  I urge you to reflect on what this means in terms of workload in connection with the activities comprising their duties.  The number of permanent staff members of the Committee must be increased.  Continuity and a high level of professionalism are needed, which is achieved, as in almost all areas of human endeavor, with talent and proper and sound training, but also with experience.  CICTE cannot allow itself the luxury of operating based on temporary secondments of personnel, who have responsibility for essential tasks that are the very object and purposes of the organization.  It must be given an adequate structure and financing, the austerity that should also characterize the activity of institutions such as CICTE notwithstanding.


I wish to take a moment here to congratulate Secretary Neil Klopfenstein and his entire team for the achievements of the Secretariat he headed during the chairmanship of Guatemala. Let us then review the progress we have made this year and also achieved in recent months in preparation for what is to be done next year.


I would like again to thank all governments of the region that contributed their efforts in organizing the training workshops and crisis exercises.  Special recognition to the international organizations, donor institutions, the experts who have shared their expertise with us, and all staff members of the Executive Secretariat that supported national efforts.

[image: image7.png]Organization of
American States




It has been an honor to serve as Chair of CICTE, in representation of Guatemala, in 2012, and I conclude my functions by wishing Colombia success in its work and renewing Guatemala’s commitment to remain staunch and supportive in combating terrorism with the utmost respect for the basic rights and fundamental freedoms.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE REPORT ON 
ACTIVITIES OF THE SECRETARIAT OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE AGAINST TERRORISM

(Presented by the Executive Secretary of CICTE, Mr Neil Klopfenstein)
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE REPORT ON 
ACTIVITIES OF THE SECRETARIAT OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE AGAINST TERRORISM

(Presented by the Executive Secretary of CICTE, Mr Neil Klopfenstein)
Under the Chairmanship of Guatemala, in 2012 the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism continued to build capacity and deliver quality training to our Member States.  Under the policy guidance and mandates established by you - our CICTE Member States, the CICTE Secretariat continued to support Member States in your national and collective efforts to prevent, combat, and eliminate terrorism in the Americas through programs that helped you to secure your borders, protect your airports and maritime facilities, prepare for emerging threats, keep tourists safe, detect fraudulent documents, stop the proliferation of CBRN materials, safeguard your cyber networks, provide security for major events, and draft legislation to prevent the financing of terrorism.  

The Secretariat’s work in these areas is strengthened by its partnerships and cooperative arrangements with over forty national, sub-regional, regional and international organizations and entities engaged both in counter-terrorism and law enforcement in general, as well as by its unique network of “National Points of Contact” in each Member State.  

The name of “CICTE” and the context of its origin reflect the OAS Member States’ preliminary intent focused on preventing and combating terrorism, but a range of factors has necessarily made CICTE’s current programming also anti-crime in nature and impact. Chief among these is the fact that the vulnerabilities often cited for potential exploitation by terrorist groups are the very same ones that other transnational criminal organizations seek to exploit, including: inadequate controls along land and sea borders; deficiencies in port and airport security; lack of cooperation and information-sharing; insufficient training and professionalization of security personnel; and, increasingly, the vulnerability of critical information infrastructure. 

Therefore, the CICTE Secretariat’s programming is seeking to address the aforementioned vulnerabilities with an eye for reducing terrorist groups’ abilities to operate in the Americas, and to diminish the likelihood and potential consequences of a terrorist attack. At the same time, CICTE supports member states’ efforts in preventing and combating illegal and criminal activities. 
CICTE’s technical assistance programs reached a new level of productivity and efficiency.  For two consecutive years, the Secretariat has received over 5 million dollars in specific funds from member states.  We used these funds to execute more activities - 155 in 2012 - and train more officials - 9,946 - than in any other year.  Ambassador Vielmann gave a very complete overview of our activities over the last year.  A copy of my complete report will be circulated among the delegates.

I want to emphasize that the Secretariat remains committed to improving its methods to measure the results in order to improve the work we are doing.  In cooperation with the Department of Planning and Evaluation (OAS/DPE) CICTE has proposed a model to measure, monitor, and evaluate how effectively our programs support capacity building in our Member States.  To date, we have reviewed our Maritime Security, Immigrations and Customs, and Legislative Assistance and Counter-Terrorism Financing programs.  First results will be made available in the upcoming months. 

We are also trying to use funds more wisely and efficiently.  For example, we have made a conscious effort in the last year to reduce reliance on outside consultants by “training our own trainers” and collaborating with government experts such as the Royal Mounted Police and the U.S. Secret Service.  We are also exploring new technologies and virtual communication to reduce travel costs.

Although we had a successful and productive year, our work is far from finished.  CICTE must and shall continue its commitment to serve its member states.  

To fulfill the mandates you have given us, we rely on the support of donors.  One hundred percent of the funding we use to implement the CICTE Work Plan consists of specific funds and other donor contributions.  Although we do not have the resources to complete every project in the work plan, the Secretariat is doing its best to meet Member State priorities. 

Thanks to the contribution of our donors, 2012 was a very productive year for CICTE and our Member States. The Secretariat would like to express its gratitude to the following Member States whose specific fund contributions  made possible our success: Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Panama, Trinidad and Tobago, and our largest donors Canada and the United States.  

Our gratitude also extends to our donors who provide sustained support in kind by assigning seconded staff to help CICTE implement its work plan: Brazil, Mexico, the United States, and Uruguay in 2012.  

To broaden our support base, we are exploring new partnerships with APEC, NATO, OSCE, Mexico, Colombia, and Paraguay, among others.  

We all recognize that without continued voluntary financial support from our Member States, our programs and activities will decrease and our assistance to member states will falter.  Therefore, we invite and encourage all Member States to consider making a financial contribution to support the CICTE program areas of their choosing in the coming year.

For the complete Report on the Activities of the Secretariat, please refer to document CICTE/doc 5/13 (CICTE00820).
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INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE AGAINST TERRORISM (CICTE)

THIRTEEN REGULAR SESSION                                                                          
OEA/Ser.L/X.2.13

March 8, 2013
CICTE/DEC.1/13 
Washington, D.C.
13 March 2013

Original: Spanish

DECLARATION
“STRENGTHENING HEMISPHERIC COOPERATION TO ADDRESS 

TERRORISM FINANCING AND MONEY LAUNDERING”

(Approved at the Fourth Plenary Session held on March 8, 2013)

DECLARATION
“STRENGTHENING HEMISPHERIC COOPERATION TO ADDRESS 

TERRORISM FINANCING AND MONEY LAUNDERING”

(Approved at the Fourth Plenary Session held on March 8, 2013)

THE MEMBER STATES OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE AGAINST TERRORIM (CICTE) OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS), gathered at its thirteenth regular session, held in Washington, D.C., on March 8, 2013,

1.    
REAFFIRMING the nature, principles, and purposes of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) and reiterating that terrorism in all its forms and manifestations, whatever its origin or motivation,  is criminal,  impermissible and unjustifiable, must be unequivocally condemned and cannot be condoned for any reason, threatens international peace and security, democratic institutions, and the rule of law, and undermines the values and principles underlying the Inter-American system, enshrined in and promoted by the Charter of the Organization of American States, the Inter-American Democratic Charter, the Inter-American Convention on Human Rights and other international instruments; 
2.
REITERATING their commitment to fight terrorism in keeping with the principles of sovereignty, nonintervention, and juridical equality of the member states, and in full compliance with their obligations under international law, including, international humanitarian law, international human rights law, and international refugee law; 
3.
BEARING IN MIND that the fight against terrorism must be based on the highest possible levels of cooperation among member states, and in frameworks for effective coordination among different international, regional, and subregional organizations to prevent, detect, combat, punish, and eliminate all aspects and manifestations of terrorism; 
4.
TAKING ALSO INTO ACCOUNT that the threat of terrorism is exacerbated when connections exist between terrorism and illicit drug trafficking, illicit trafficking in arms, money laundering and other forms of transnational organized crime, and that such illicit activities may be used to support and finance terrorist activities; 
5.
RECALLING all the Declarations adopted at the sessions of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism and endorsing all the resolutions related to terrorism adopted by the General Assembly and the Permanent Council of the OAS; 
6.
ENDORSING the international counter-terrorism framework adopted by the United Nations through resolutions of the General Assembly and of the Security Council and the Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy; 
7.
EMPHASIZING the importance for the member states of the OAS to sign, ratify, or accede to, as the case may be, and to implement in an effective way the Inter-American Convention against Terrorism, as well as the pertinent universal legal instruments, including the 18 related international conventions, protocols and amendment, resolutions 1267 (1999), 1373 (2001), 1540 (2004), and 1624 (2005), and other pertinent UN Security Council resolutions, and the UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy adopted by the UN General Assembly; 
8.
RECALLING that the Inter-American Convention against Terrorism provides that each state party, to the extent that it has not already done so, shall institute a legal and regulatory regime to prevent, combat, and eradicate the financing of terrorism and for effective international cooperation with respect thereto; 
9. 
RECALLING ALSO that the 1999 International Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of Terrorism establishes a regulatory framework to combat terrorism financing, including provisions to enhance international cooperation and to criminalize, in accordance with corresponding domestic  legislation, certain conduct as set forth in Article 2 of the Convention;

10. 
RECALLING further that United Nations Security Council Resolution 1373 (2001) calls on all States to prevent and suppress the financing of terrorist acts, and criminalize the willful provision or collection, by any means, directly or indirectly, of funds by their nationals or in their territories with the intention that the funds should be used, or in the knowledge that they are to be used in order to carry out terrorist acts; 

11. 
RECALLING that the sanctions regime provided for in United Nations’ Security Council Resolutions 1267/ 1989 decides that all States shall take measures to freeze the funds and other financial assets or economic resources of designated individuals, groups, undertakings, and entities and ensure that neither these nor any other funds, financial assets or economic resources are made available, directly or indirectly, for such persons’ benefit, in accordance with their respective domestic legislation;   

12.
RECALLING that the United Nations Global Counter Terrorism Strategy exhorts all Member States to continue to work to adopt such measures as may be necessary and appropriate and in accordance with our obligations under international law to prohibit by law incitement to commit a terrorist act or acts and prevent such conduct, and underscores their commitment to refrain from organizing, instigating, facilitating, participating in, financing, encouraging or tolerating terrorist activities; 
13.
EMPHASIZING that terrorism financing and money laundering are crimes of concern to the member states to the extent that they make possible the action and strengthening of terrorist and criminal groups, which is why effective prevention mechanisms are needed; 

14.
AWARE of the need to continue strengthening the CICTE Secretariat in its role supporting member states and enhancing their capacity to prevent and combat terrorism in all its forms and manifestations, especially in regards to the preparation and adoption of practical and effective measures to prevent terrorism financing and money laundering, and to suppress them by prosecuting and punishing their perpetrators; 
DECLARE:

1. Their most vehement condemnation of terrorism, in all its forms and manifestations, as they consider it criminal and unjustifiable under any circumstances, regardless of where and by whom it is committed, and because it constitutes a serious threat to life, international peace and security and to the democracy, stability, and prosperity of the countries of the region. 
2.
Their firmest commitment to prevent, combat, sanction, and eliminate terrorism through the broadest cooperation possible in full respect for the sovereignty of the States and their domestic legislation and compliance with international law, including international human rights law, international humanitarian law, and international refugee law. 
3. 
Their commitment to continue to adopt measures to strengthen international cooperation mechanisms, especially at the hemispheric level, including the application of extradition and mutual legal assistance, as well as the exchange of information, including financial information, in accordance with domestic law, in order to avoid impunity for, find, deny safe haven to, and bring to justice or extradite any person who supports, facilitates, participates,  or attempts to participate in  the financing, planning, preparation, or commission of terrorist acts or provides safe haven. 
4.
The importance of their appeal to the member states that have not yet done so to sign, ratify, or accede to, as the case may be, and to implement in an effective way, the Inter-American Convention against Terrorism, as well as the other pertinent universal legal instruments and resolutions of the United Nations General Assembly and Security Council related to combating terrorism and its financing.  
5. Their commitment to prevent the movement of terrorists, terrorist groups or whosoever finances terrorism through effective border controls and controls on the issuance of identity papers and travel documents, and through measures for preventing the counterfeiting, forgery, and/or fraudulent use of identity papers and travel documents. 
 
6.
The importance of implementing the obligation under United Nations Security Council Resolution 1373 (2001) to criminalize the willful provision or collection, by any means, directly or indirectly, of funds by their nationals or in their territories with the intention that the funds be used or in the knowledge that they are to be used in order to carry out terrorist acts; to strengthen and modernize their legislative and administrative measures necessary to effectively carry out the Resolution. 
7.
The importance of implementing the obligation under United Nations Security Council Resolution 1373 (2001) to adapt, as necessary, their national legislation to fight against terrorism and its financing,  including the freezing without delay of funds and other financial assets or economic resources of any persons who commit, or attempt to commit, terrorist acts or who participate in or facilitate the commission, of terrorist acts, of entities owned or controlled directly or indirectly by such persons; and of persons and entities acting on behalf of or at the direction of such persons and entities, including funds derived or generated from property owned or controlled directly or indirectly by such persons and associated persons and entities.  
8.
Their firm will to confront terrorism with effective mechanisms to freeze or seize assets of any person or entity involved with the financing of terrorism activities. 
9.
Their commitment to adopt and effectively implement measures that ensure that transactions in the financial and other economic, professional, and non-profit sectors in which the  risk of money laundering and terrorism financing exists are carried out in accordance with the standards and 40 recommendations on money laundering and the financing of terrorism and  proliferation  set by the Financial Action Task Force (FATF)  and supported by related sub-regional organizations such as the Caribbean Financial Action Task Force (CFATF) and the Financial Action Task Force on Money Laundering in South America (GAFISUD).  AD REFERENDUM: ECU

10. 
Their commitment to promote, where necessary, and in accordance with their constitutional principles, more effective regulation, its application thereof, and control and supervision of those economic sectors through which proceeds of illicit activities are channeled or may be channeled and that can be laundered and/or used to finance terrorism. 

11.
Their determination to prohibit and to sanction criminal, civil, and/or administrative proceedings within their territories and in accordance with their domestic law and the provisions of international law, against any person or entity, from directly, indirectly, unlawfully, and/or willfully providing, collecting, or making available, by whatever means, funds, financial resources, or any other economic resource with the intent of them being used, or in the knowledge that they are to be used in whole or in part for the benefit of persons or groups that commit, attempt to commit, facilitate, or participate in the commission of terrorist acts. 
12.
The need for member states to strengthen, where necessary, their legislative measures against money laundering, narcotics trafficking, illicit trafficking in arms, ammunition and explosives, kidnapping, and other manifestations of transnational organized crime that may contribute to the perpetration of terrorist attacks or the financing of terrorism, and, in keeping with their domestic laws and applicable treaties, to facilitate international cooperation and investigative and judicial assistance in order to detect, freeze, and confiscate the funds that finance terrorism. 

13.
To urge member states to strengthen their existing international cooperation arrangements intended to prevent and detect national and international money laundering operations in order to respond adequately to challenges related to the diversification, financing, and transnationality of the activities of transnational organized crime. 
14.
 To instruct the Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) to elaborate and present in the next Regular Session, provided funds are available, and with inputs provided by Member States, a report compiling the work done by the existing hemispheric cooperation mechanisms in the fight against terrorism financing and money laundering, with the purpose of Member States being able to present options to strengthen and foster  more effective international cooperation. AD REFERENDUM: BRA
 

15.
 To encourage member states to promote the development of measures that allow patrimonial investigations, in order to determine not only the financial flows involved in terrorism-financing cases but also identify the traceability of those operations, with a view to ensuring the largest possible seizure of the assets involved. 
16.
To encourage member states to provide voluntary contributions to strengthen CICTE’s capacity to assist member states, upon request, in implementing this Declaration.  
17.
To urge that the OAS Regular Fund contribute the necessary resources to provide the CICTE Secretariat with human and financial resources to ensure continuity in its endeavors and in the implementation of its mandates, programs, and activities contained in the Work Plan of CICTE adopted at its Thirteenth Regular Session. 
18.
To appeal to member states, permanent observers, and pertinent international agencies to provide, maintain, or increase, as appropriate, their voluntary financial and/or human resource contributions to CICTE, to facilitate the performance of its functions and promote enhancement of its programs and the scope of its work. 
19.
Their commitment to implement this Declaration and the CICTE Work Plan, which includes its work areas of border controls, legislative assistance, and combating terrorism financing, critical infrastructure protection, strengthening strategies on emerging terrorist threats, and international coordination and cooperation, adopted at the Thirteenth Regular Session of CICTE. 
`
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(Approved at the Fourth Plenary Session held on March 8, 2013) 

2013 WORK PLAN OF THE INTER AMERICAN COMMITTEE AGAINST TERRORISM
(Approved at the Fourth Plenary Session held on March 8, 2013)
The main purpose of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) is to promote and develop cooperation among member states to prevent, combat, and eliminate terrorism, in accordance with the principles of the Charter of the Organization of American States and with the Inter-American Convention against Terrorism, and with full respect for the sovereignty of states, the rule of law, and international law, including international humanitarian law, international human rights law, and international refugee law.

The Secretariat’s responsibilities are stipulated in both the CICTE Statute and Rules of Procedure.

The Secretariat is a unit of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security of the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (OAS).

In executing this Work Plan the CICTE Secretariat will continue to ensure an effective evaluation of its programs and will report to the Member States every six months on the results of its evaluations and on the implementation of mandates given to it. 

	SECTION 1.

MANDATE / SOURCE 



	1. CICTE DECLARATIONS


	Declaration of Strengthening Cyber-Security in the Americas, CICTE/DEC.1/12 rev. 1
               “6. The need for all member states to continue their efforts to establish, and/or strengthen national cyber incident alert, watch, and warning groups, commonly referred to as Computer Security Incident Response Teams (CSIRTs).”

               “9. Their intention to continue developing comprehensive national cyber security strategies and to engage all relevant stakeholders and in their development and implementation.”

              “10. The importance of promoting public sector cooperation with the private sector and academia in order to strengthen the security and protection of critical information and communications infrastructure.”

              “11. To explore future opportunities to broaden CICTE’s efforts to protect critical information and communications infrastructure, including by implementing capacity-building programs to strengthen all critical components of the global supply chain.”
Declaration of Renewed Hemispheric Commitment to Enhance Cooperation to Prevent, Combat and Eliminate Terrorism, CICTE/DEC.1/11

             “5. Their commitment to continue promoting multilateral cooperation aimed at strengthening Member States’ capacity to benefit from the mutual exchange of information, best practices and expertise and better access to sources of technical and financial assistance for institution-building.”

            “10. Their commitment to implement this Declaration and the CICTE Work Plan, which includes its work areas of border controls, legislative assistance and combating terrorism financing, critical infrastructure protection, strengthening strategies on emerging terrorist threats, and international coordination and cooperation adopted at the Eleventh Regular Session of CICTE.”



	Declaration of Panama on the Protection of Critical Infrastructure in the Hemisphere in the Face of Terrorism, CICTE/DEC. 1/07

“11. Their request to the CICTE Secretariat to promote in the Member States educational and training activities aimed at creating a public culture of awareness of and sensitivity to critical infrastructure.”


	2. CICTE DECISIONS



	Security of Tourism and Recreational Facilities in the Americas (decision adopted at the Eighth Regular Session of CICTE) CICTE/doc.12./08, Report of the Rapporteur of the Eighth Regular Session of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism

“To instruct the Secretariat “to continue providing technical assistance and capacity-building to Member States, as appropriate, on the security of tourism and recreational facilities, taking into account the results of the Pilot Project and the specific realities and needs of the tourism sector in the Member States.”



	3.
OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTIONS AND DECLARATIONS

	Advancing Hemispheric Security: A Multidimensional Approach, AG/RES.2735 (XLII-O/12)
Special Security Concerns of the Small Island States of the Caribbean

           “5.To instruct the Permanent Council to advance those issues that have an impact on the security of the small island states of the Caribbean and, in that connection, to continue to convene, through the CSH, the meeting on the special security concerns of the small island states of the Caribbean, reiterating that their peculiar characteristics render these states particularly vulnerable and susceptible to the effects of crime and insecurity.” 

Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE)
          “48. To reaffirm the commitments made in the Declaration on “Strengthening Cyber-Security in the Americas,” adopted by the member states of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE at its Twelfth Regular Session (March 7, 2012, Washington, D.C.); and to encourage the member states to fulfill the commitments contained therein, including the CICTE Work Plan for 2012.”

          Support for the Work of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism, AG/RES.2618 (XLI-O/11)
“5.  To underscore the need to continue identifying and enhancing cooperation mechanisms in the fight against terrorism at the bilateral, subregional,  regional and international levels, and strengthening their application.”

“7. To instruct the CICTE Secretariat to continue providing technical assistance and capacity-building to member states, as appropriate and according to its Work Plan for 2011, which includes the following areas: border controls, legislative assistance and combating terrorism finanancing, protection of critical infrastructure, strengthening strategies on emerging threats, and international coordination and cooperation; and to instruct it to submit a report to the member states every six months on the results of its program evaluations and on the implementation of mandates given to it.”


	Protecting Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms while Countering Terrorism, AG/RES.2676 (XLI-O/11)
            “11. To urge the competent organs, agencies and entities of the Organization of American States (OAS), in accordance with their mandates, to provide, upon reuqest, technical assistance to strengthen the capacity of member states to develop and implement programs to assist and support vicitms of terrorim in accordance with their domestic laws.” 



	Support For Implementation at the Hemispheric Level of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1540 (2004) AG/RES. 2534 (XL-O/10)
“3. To invite the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE), within the sphere of its competence, to strengthen cooperation between the 1540 Committee and the Organization of American States.” 



	Special Security Concerns Of The Small Island States Of The Caribbean,  AG/RES. 2619 (Xli-O/11)

4. To reiterate its request that the General Secretariat, through the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security and the relevant organs, agencies, and entities of the inter-American system and in collaboration with member states, civil society, private-sector organizations, and relevant multilateral institutions, as appropriate, within their areas of competence and programming: 

a. Strengthen regional, sub-regional, and national crime management systems, taking into account those initiatives currently being implemented or pursued by the Caribbean Community (CARICOM); 

b. Enhance border security systems and capacities, including transportation security, at airports, seaports, and border crossing points, and assist border control authorities in the small island states in accessing critical information;

c. 
/…; 

d. …;

e. …;
f. …;

g. Promote technical cooperation and institutional capacity-building, in order to strengthen natural and man-made disaster response and mitigation and crisis management capacity in the small island states, including the development of reconstruction capability, training in humanitarian assistance, search-and-rescue operations, and strengthening of critical infrastructure protection, as well as the security of tourism and recreational facilities and the use of simulation exercises;
h. Provide training and technical assistance regarding legislation on counterterrorism, terrorist financing, cybersecurity, and cybercrime to small island states;
i. Improve coordination among the organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS, and with regional and subregional organizations, including the CARICOM Implementation Agency for Crime and Security (IMPACS) and the Regional Security System (RSS), on matters related to the special security concerns of small island states, so as to ensure awareness and avoid duplication in their response to these concerns; 

j. …

Special Security Concerns of the Small Island States of the Caribbean, AG/RES. 2397 (XXXVIII-O/08)
“6.
To reiterate its request that the General Secretariat, through the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security and the relevant organs, agencies, and entities of the inter-American system, such as the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE), the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP), the Consultative Committee of the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA), the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR), and the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) support, within their areas of competence and programming, the continued efforts of the small island states to address their security and defense concerns, particularly with respect to: 

k. Developing training programs and proposals for strategic plans and cooperation to enable existing security entities in the small island states to meet the new security threats, concerns, and challenges;

b.
Assisting border control authorities in the small island states in accessing critical information; enhancing their border control systems and transportation security, including airport and seaport security; and strengthening their border control capacities;

c. Strengthening the capacity of small island states to fight against illicit trafficking in drugs and firearms;

d.
…
/;

e. Carrying out computer simulation training and other simulation exercises to strengthen natural and man-made disaster response and mitigation capacity in the states;

f. Providing training and technical assistance regarding legislation in the areas of counter-terrorism, terrorist financing, cyber-security, and cyber-crime;

g. Providing technical assistance and capacity-building for the security of tourism and recreational facilities; and

h. Improving coordination between the organs, agencies and entities of the OAS on matters related to the Special Security Concerns of Small Island States, so as to ensure awareness and avoid duplication;...”



	Adoption of a Comprehensive Inter-American  Strategy to Combat Threats to Cybersecurity:  A Multidimensional and Multidisciplinary Approach to Creating a Culture of Cybersecurity, AG/RES. 2004 (XXXIV-O/04)
“7.
To request the secretariats of CICTE and CITEL, and the Group of Governmental Experts on Cyber-crime of REMJA to assist member states, when so requested, in the implementation of the respective portions of the Strategy …”




	Declaration of San Salvador on Citizen Security in the Americas, AG/DEC. 66 (XLI-0/11)

            “15. The need to continue strengthening bilateral, subregional, regional, and international cooperation mechanisms, in keeping with the principles established in the OAS Charter, to address, prevent, and combat, in a comprehensive and effective manner, transnational organized crime, illicit arms   trafficking, trafficking in persons, smuggling of migrants, the global drug problem, money laundering, corruption, terrorism, kidnapping, criminal   gangs, and technology-related crime, including cybercrime…”




	SECTION II.

SECRETARIAT PROGRAMS, PROJECTS, AND ACTIVITIES



	WORK AREAS
	PROGRAM


	 PROJECT
	ACTIVITY



	1. BORDER CONTROLS


	A. MARITIME SECURITY
	1.  Port security training needs assessments, and follow-up training.


	Training needs assessments in 4 ports in the Hemisphere

Follow-on training courses to 2 ports in the Hemisphere
Evaluation of the Port Security Assessment and Training Project in 8 ports. 



	
	
	2. Strategic level Crisis Management Exercises in Port Security


	2 Exercises
Funding to be identified

	
	
	3.  Capacity building and training courses on key aspects of port security
	5 Workshops
Funding to be identified

	
	
	4.  External evaluations
	1 Evaluation
Funding to be identified

	
	B. AVIATION SECURITY


	1.  National training courses.
	4 Courses



	
	
	2.  Sub-regional training courses
	4 Courses

	
	
	3.  Scholarships for ICAO training courses.
	20 Scholarships


	
	C.   DOCUMENT      SECURITY AND FRAUD PREVENTION
	1. Training including train the trainer courses.
	4 Courses

	
	
	2. Sub-regional best practices workshops

	3 Workshops

	
	
	3. Technical missions/Gap assessments
	2 Technical missions/Gap assessments



	
	D.   IMMIGRATIONS AND    CUSTOMS
	Specialized workshop on Immigration and Customs Controls


	Funding to be identified



	
	E. ASSISTANCE FOR UNSC RES 1540 IMPLEMENTATION
	Border security and other capacity building and legislative assistance for the detection and prevention of illicit trafficking in nuclear, chemical or biological weapons, their means of delivery, and related materials.

	6 National workshops/technical assistance missions

	2. LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANCE AND COMBATING TERRORISM FINANCING 


	A. LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANCE


	1.  Legislative technical assistance missions with senior-level government officials, on the ratification and implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Terrorism and the universal legal instruments against terrorism.


	2 Missions 



	
	
	2.  Specialized in-country training for prosecutors, judges, and law-enforcement officials. 


	2 Courses 



	
	
	3. Regional and sub-regional training and ministerial conferences on international cooperation for the development of national and international legislative frameworks for combating terrorism.
	1 Activity



	
	B. COMBATING TERRORISM FINANCING 


	Technical assistance and training workshops to strengthen legislation, implementation and enforcement efforts against terrorism financing. 


	4 Workshops

2 Technical assistance mission



	
	C. LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANCE AND COMBATING TERRORISM FINANCING
	1. Mapping of capacity-building needs in the Americas.

2. Mapping of counter-terrorism legislative needs in the Americas
	2. Technical assessments 

Funding to be identified

	3. PROTECTION OF CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE


	A. CYBER-SECURITY


	1. National cyber security crisis management exercises (CMEs)


	4 National CMEs
1 Sub-regional CME

	
	
	2. Cyber Security Best Practices Workshop

 
	1 Regional activity

	
	
	3. Workshops on National Strategy/Policy Framework Development 

	4 National workshops

	
	
	4. Develop National CSIRTs through technical trainings and capacity building activities 


	6 National workshops



	
	
	5. Training Workshops for the Security of Industrial Control Systems (ICS)
	2 National workshops

	
	
	6 Create a parallel platform to allow all interested public, private, and other sector stakeholders to engage, cooperate, and share information.


	Funding to be identified

	
	
	7. Develop a database of current national and international cyber security strategies and provide expertise to support member states’ efforts to establish their own national strategies. 


	Funding to be identified

	
	
	8. Support member states, at their request, to develop national awareness-raising campaigns addressing good and safe practices for the use of information and communications technologies.


	Funding to be identified

	
	
	9.Identify a multinational team of experts who would be available to support member states, upon their request, in processes and other events of particular relevance in order to provide advice and support in analysis of vulnerabilities, security of information networks and data bases, prevention and mitigation of incidents, and other areas related to cybersecurity 


	Funding to be identified

	
	B. TOURISM SECURITY

	1. Tourism security capacity building on strengthening public-private partnerships: Preparatory stakeholder meetings/workshops, specialized courses and follow-up. 
Workshop on specific risks management on security of tourism destinations

 
	4 “Stakeholder” preparatory meetings/workshops
4 Specialized Training courses in tourism security 

4 Follow-up evaluations

1 Workshop on specific risks management on security of tourism destinations

	
	
	2.  Technical assistance for the implementation of security for major events, including the participation of local private sector


	2 Regional workshop

1 Sub-regional workshops

1 Development and Maintenance of the knowledge management system (KMS)

	
	C. CRITICAL
INFRASTRUCTURE PROTECTION
	Technical assistance workshops and/or missions to assist government officials to develop, evaluate, and improve their national critical infrastructure protection plans. 
	To be determined once funding is identified



	
	D. GLOBAL SUPPLY CHAIN SECURITY


	Workshops and technical assistance to promote the efficient and secure movement of goods, protect the supply chain from exploitation and disruption, and increase supply chain resiliency and trade recovery practices.  Focus on the creation and strengthening of national Authorized Economic Operator (AEO) programs, on ensuring private sector buy-in, and on helping states achieve SAFE compliance. 


	6 National Assessments

3 Follow-up AEO monitoring missions

1 Follow-up AEO implementation missions

Funding pending 

	4. STRENGTHENING STRATEGIES ON EMERGING TERRORIST THREATS 


	 A.    CRISIS MANAGEMENT

	Capacity-building exercises for government officials on responding to Emerging Chemical/Biological/Radiological/Nuclear (CBRNE) Threats.
 
	To be determined once funding is identified



	5. 
	B.    WORKSHOPS
	Technical assistance workshops to share best practices, experiences, and to assist government officials to develop, evaluate, and improve their National Emergency Response Plans for CBRNE or other emerging threats identified by member states such as countering Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs) and biological security threats and major events, etc. 
	2 Planning Missions (1 per country)

4 Technical Assistance Missions to develop or improve National Emergency Response Plans

Funding to be determined 

	6. INTERNATIONAL COORDINATION AND COOPERATION 


	 PARTNERSHIPS


	Create and strengthen partnerships with international, multilateral, regional, and subregional organizations as well as with security and technical agencies of CICTE member states, other countries, and dependencies of the OAS General Secretariat, and keep Member States informed, as appropriate.


	Participation in conferences, papers, official visits, coordination meetings 




INTER-AMERICAN ENTITIES AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

THAT COLLABORATE WITH THE CICTE SECRETARIAT

A. Organs, agencies, and entities of the inter-American system

A.1
OAS General Secretariat 



1.
Department of International Legal Affairs




-
Office of Legal Cooperation



2.
Secretariat for Administration and Finance (SAF)




- Office of Information and Technology Services



3.
Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) 



4.
Secretariat of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL)



5.
Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Committee on Ports (CIP)


6.
Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI)



-
Department of Economic Development, Trade and Tourism


7.
Secretariat for Multidimensional Security



 

-
Department of Public Security




-
Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)

A.2
Other organs, agencies, and entities

1. Cyber-crime Working Group of the Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA)

2. Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)

B. International, regional, and subregional organizations

1. American Police Community (AMERIPOL)

2. Andean Community (CAN)

3. Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) 

4. Association of Caribbean Commissioners of Police (ACCP)

5. Association of Caribbean States (ACS)

6. Association of Central American Chiefs of Police

7. Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention Implementation Support Unit (ISU)

8. Caribbean Community (CARICOM)

9. Caribbean Financial Action Task Force (CFATF)

10. CARICOM Implementation Agency for Crime and Security (IMPACS)

11. CARICOM Standing Committee of Comptrollers of Customs

12. Center on Global Counter-Terrorism Cooperation

13. Central American Integration System (SICA)

14. Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS)

15. Commonwealth Secretariat

16. Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC)

17. Council of Europe Experts on Terrorism (CODEXTER)

18. Egmont Group

19. European Commission

20. Financial Action Task Force (FATF)

21. Financial Action Task Force of South America Against Money Laundering                                        

             (GAFISUD)

22. Global Counterterrorism Forum (GCTF)

23. Global Organisation of Parliamentarians against Corruption (GOPAC)

24. Group of Experts on Aviation Safety, Security and Assistance (GEASA) 

25. Ibero-American General Secretariat (SEGIB)

26. Inter-American Development Bank (IDB)

27. International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP)
28. International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
29. International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO)

30. International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)

31. Inter-American Human Rights Institute 

32. International Maritime Organization (IMO)

33. International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

34. International Organization for Migration (IOM)

35. International Police Association

36. International Criminal Police Organization (INTERPOL)

37. Latin American Jewish Congress

38. League of Arab States

39. National Defense University/Center for Hemispheric Defense Studies

40. NATO

41. Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC)

42. Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) – Action against Terrorism Unit

43. Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW)

44. South American Nations Union (UNASUR)

45. Regional Forum of South-East Asian Nations (ARF-ASEAN)

46. Regional Security System of the Eastern Caribbean States (RSS)

47. South East Asia Regional Centre for Counter-Terrorism (SEARCCT)

48. South European Cooperation Initiative (SECI)

49. Southern Common Market (MERCOSUR)
50. Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights and    

             fundamental freedoms
51. United Nations Counter-Terrorism Inter-Agency Task Force (UNCTITF)

52. United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research (UNICRI)

53. United Nations Latin American Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders (ILANUD)
54. United Nations Office of Legal Affairs (OLA)
55. United Nations Regional Centre for Peace, Disarmament and Development in Latin America and the Caribbean (UNLiREC)

56. United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime-Terrorism Prevention Branch (UNODC/TPB)
57. United Nations Security Council Committee established pursuant to Resolution 1267 

58. United Nations Security Council Committee established pursuant to Resolution 1373 
59. United Nations Security Council Committee established pursuant to Resolution 1540 

60. World Bank

61. World Customs Organization (WCO)
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OF THE THIRTEENTH REGULAR SESSION OF THE

INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE AGAINST TERRORISM

In my capacity as Rapporteur of the Thirteenth Regular Session of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE), I have the honor to submit this report on the proceedings and decisions adopted at that session. 

I. INTRODUCTION

The Thirteenth Regular Session of the CICTE was held on March 8, 2013, at the headquarters of the Organization of American States, in Washington, D.C., attended by 30 delegations of the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS). Special guests, permanent observers, representatives of international organizations, and representatives of civil society also participated.
/
During the Twelfth Regular Session, held in Washington D.C., United States of America, on March 7, 2012, CICTE agreed to hold its Thirteenth Regular Session on March 8, 2013, in Washington D.C. 

The Draft Agenda
/ and the Draft Calendar
/ of the Thirteenth Regular Session were both approved at the Second Preparatory Meeting, held on January 25, 2013.

II. PROCEEDINGS

INAUGURAL CEREMONY


The inaugural ceremony of the Thirteenth Regular Session of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) was held on March 8, 2013, in the Simón Bolívar Room, at the headquarters of the Organization of American States in Washington, D.C.

Remarks by the Chair of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism – His Excellency Jose Rodrigo Vielmann de Leon, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Guatemala to the Organization of American States

His Excellency Ambassador Vielmann of Guatemala presided over the inaugural ceremony and declared open the Thirteenth Regular Session. His remarks were preceded by a minute of silence to honor the late President Hugo Chavez Frias of Venezuela and by his acknowledgment of the International Day of Women. 

In his remarks,
/ Ambassador Vielmann thanked the CICTE Secretariat for its support in carrying out its mandates during the chairmanship of Guatemala. Ambassador Vielmann highlighted the importance of the theme of the Twelfth Session:  Strengthening cyber-security in the Americas, and reported on the specific initiatives carried out by CICTE and its Secretariat during 2012. He recognized cyber security as one of most serious emerging threats in our Hemisphere and indicated that it was essential to keep working together to address this danger. 

He also encouraged the member states to continue collaborating and cooperating on the many capacity-building initiatives offered by the CICTE Secretariat, and to find new ways to exchange best practices and information in order to strengthen their preparedness in confronting the threats posed by terrorism. 

Remarks by Assistant Secretary General of the Organization of American States – His Excellency Ambassador Albert Ramdin

The welcoming address was delivered by the Assistant Secretary General of the Organization of American States, His Excellency Ambassador Albert Ramdin, who expressed the timeliness and relevance of the theme of the thirteenth session: strengthening hemispheric cooperation to address terrorism financing and money laundering. 


Amb. Ramdin declared the importance of efficiently combating these threats by incorporating into national legislation and regulations the international legal standards and frameworks against terrorism and its financing, including the Inter-American Convention against Terrorism. He also urged the strengthening of investigative and prosecutorial mechanisms under the rule of law and of continued regional and international cooperation. 

Amb. Ramdin congratulated Guatemala for its work during the chairmanship of CICTE and recognized the important initiatives undertaken by CICTE and its Secretariat regarding regional cooperation. He thanked the CICTE Secretariat’s donors for their contribution of financial and human resources, which are essential to fulfill the mandates of the Committee. 

Remarks by Special Guest Expert His Excellency Eugene-Richard Gasana, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Rwanda to the United Nations, Vice Chair of the United Nations Counter-Terrorism Committee

The first address was delivered by the Vice Chair of the United-Nations Counter-Terrorism Committee, Ambassador Gassana.  


In his presentation, Ambassador Gassana outlined the importance of international cooperation in the fight against terrorism. He also mentioned the critical role of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1373 (2001), and the need for all United Nations (UN) member states to strive for its implementation to effectively combat terrorism in all its forms. In this regard, he referred to the new methodologies used by the UN Counter-Terrorism Committee (CTC) to assess implementation of said Resolution.   


Ambassador Gassana underscored CICTE’s work in the region and the importance of its strategic partnership with the CTC. Coordination at various levels, between international, regional and sub-regional organizations, as well as with civil society and the private sector should be strengthened. Additionally, Ambassador Gassana addressed the need to counter incitement of terrorism and radicalization, to fortify border controls to deter terrorism, and to exchange international best practices on counter-terrorism. In conclusion, he emphasized his support for victims of terrorism, and raised the importance of their role in countering violent narratives.  

Ambassador Gassana finalized his remarks by renewing the willingness of the CTC and its Executive Directorate to continue cooperating with CICTE.   
FIRST PLENARY SESSION

The first plenary session commenced under the chairmanship of His Excellency Jose Rodrigo Vielmann de Leon, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Guatemala to the Organization of American States.
1. Approval of the Draft Agenda and Draft Calendar of the Thirteenth Regular Session

i. Draft Agenda of the Thirteenth Regular Session


The Draft Agenda was submitted for consideration and approved without amendment.
/ The agenda included the central theme of the session: strengthening hemispheric cooperation to address terrorism financing and money laundering. 

ii. Draft Calendar of the Thirteenth Regular Session 

The Draft Calendar was submitted for consideration and approved without amendment.
/
2. Report of the Chair of CICTE 2012-2013
Ambassador Vielmann delivered the Chair’s Report for the period 2012-2013,
/ summarizing the major achievements and activities in the ten program areas that CICTE executed through its Secretariat. He highlighted the efforts of the CICTE Secretariat to strengthen the capacity of the member states through the execution of 155 events, of different types, in the region, which provided training of almost 10,000 nationals throughout the Hemisphere. He underscored CICTE’s efforts to promote and strengthen hemispheric cooperation in order to jointly prevent, combat, and eliminate terrorism. 

Ambassador Vielmann thanked the member states, the CICTE Secretariat, and all international collaborators for their support of the work of the Secretariat.  He also thanked the member states that have contributed with financial and human resources to the Secretariat and invited all CICTE members to consider supporting the Secretariat even further, especially with human resources. 

3.
Election of officers

a. Chair of CICTE
The delegation of Costa Rica nominated Colombia for Chair of the Committee for the 2013-2014 period. The nomination was seconded by the delegations of Mexico and The Bahamas. Colombia was elected as the new Chair. 


His Excellency Andres Gonzalez Diaz, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the Organization of American States, thanked the delegations for supporting Colombia as it assumed its new role as Chair of CICTE. He then thanked Ambassador Vielmann, Chair of CICTE in 2012-2013, for his dedication and accepted the appointment on behalf of his government. He then assumed the position of Chair and began presiding the session.

b. Vice-Chair of CICTE

The delegation of Chile nominated Canada to be vice-chair of the Committee for the 2013–2014 period. The nomination was seconded by the delegations of Haiti and Panama. Canada was elected by acclamation to serve in that position. 

Mr. Mark Berman, Director of the International Crime and Terrorism Division of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Trade of Canada, accepted the nomination on behalf of his country.  He went on to express his government’s appreciation for the vote of confidence, and reaffirmed Canada’s commitment to work with Colombia during the upcoming term.

c. Rapporteur of the Thirteenth Regular Session of CICTE

The delegation of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines nominated Mr. Jonathan Mitchell, Alternate Representative of the Permanent Mission of the United States of America to the OAS, as rapporteur of the Thirteenth Regular Session of the Committee. The nominee was seconded by the delegation of Paraguay and Mr. Mitchell was elected by acclamation. 

4.
Remarks by the Chair of CICTE 2013-2014 – His Excellency Andres Gonzalez Diaz, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the Organization of American States


After assuming the role as chair of CICTE in representation of the Government of Colombia, Ambassador Gonzalez began his remarks
/ by thanking Guatemala for its leadership role and focus on regional cooperation in the fight against terrorism during its term. Additionally, he expressed Colombia’s satisfaction with the member states’ support. 


Ambassador Gonzalez referred to Colombia’s previous term as Chair in 2006-2007 and the Declaration of San Carlos. He stressed the importance of approving the Declaration of this Thirteenth Regular Session: “Strengthening hemispheric cooperation to address terrorism financing and money laundering.”  

Ambassador Gonzalez urged countries to focus on preventing terrorism financing and money laundering by building political consensus on these issues, strengthening financial intelligence mechanisms, and integrating efforts through coordination and cooperation between international organizations, national agencies, and the private sector. 


He concluded his remarks by reaffirming the need to participate actively in CICTE’s programs.
5. Report on the activities of the Secretariat of CICTE by the Secretary of CICTE, Mr. Neil Klopfenstein
The Executive Secretary of CICTE, Mr. Neil Klopfenstein, presented a summary of the Secretariat Report on its activities in 2012.
/ He reported that, in the past year, the Secretariat received more than 5 million dollars in specific funding for programming, that 155 technical assistance and capacity building activities were undertaken, and that CICTE trained 9,946 officials from all countries of the Hemisphere. He also noted that most of the activities implemented were designed, in accordance with the mandates given by CICTE, to address criminality from a comprehensive perspective while at the same time focusing on specific counter-terrorism issues, with great benefit to member states. 

Mr. Klopfenstein mentioned new aspects of the Secretariat’s programs that were implemented in 2012-2013.He also announced the development of  new cooperation efforts with international, regional and sub-regional organizations, the private sector, civil society, and academia..  

Mr. Klopfenstein noted that the CICTE Secretariat had received contributions from Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Panama, and Trinidad and Tobago. In addition he noted CICTE’s largest donors: Canada and the United States. He further acknowledged contributions in the form of human resources with seconded staff from Brazil, Mexico, the United States, and Uruguay. He stated that the Secretariat would continue to work in coordination with its partners to offer to strengthen national and regional capacities for the member states. He also reaffirmed CICTE’s commitment to develop its current programming, which encompasses a range of factors that have necessarily made it both counter-terrorism and anti-crime in nature and impact. 

When the Executive Secretary concluded his report, the Chair opened the floor to the delegations for their comments or observations. No comments or observations were made and the report was accepted. 
6. Oral Report on the Eleventh Meeting of National Points of Contact of CICTE, Mr. Luis Carranza, Minister Counselor and Alternate Representative of the Permanent Mission of Guatemala to the OAS
Mr. Carranza read out the Report of the Eleventh Meeting of National points of Contact, undertaken in the Simón Bolívar Room, at the headquarters of the Organization of American States in Washington, D.C., on March 7, 2013. The Report summarized the proceedings and discussions of the Meeting.
 
SECOND PLENARY SESSION

Dialogue of Heads of Delegation on the theme: “International and Regional Legal Framework against Terrorism Financing and Money Laundering”

· Presentation by guest speaker Mr. Carlos Diaz, President, Financial Action Task Force of South America (GAFISUD)

Mr. Diaz started his presentation by recognizing the presence of many of the anti-money laundering and counter-terrorism financing experts of the region in this meeting. He echoed previous condolences in regard to the passing of the President of Venezuela. 


Mr. Diaz stressed the importance of actively addressing money laundering and terrorism financing as main threats to our societies, and pointed to a cooperative approach as the fundamental premise, from which to effectively respond. 


Mr. Diaz explained how the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) and its South American branch (GAFISUD) have been addressing money laundering and terrorism financing since 1990. In 2012 FATF member states established 40 new recommendations against these threats and developed a new methodology to assessing compliance. Despite considerable improvements, he also warned that compliance with FATF recommendations in the last few years has been uneven amongst GAFISUD member states. Finally, he noted that the recommendations on freezing of assets related to money laundering and terrorism financing and on non-profit organizations used to commit these crimes were the ones that currently represent the biggest challenge in the region.   

· Intervention by the member states

The Chair opened the floor to the delegations, who reaffirmed their countries’ commitment to strengthening their legal and regulatory frameworks. They also reaffirmed their operational and criminal justice systems, to fight terrorism, its financing and money laundering. The delegations underscored the need to strengthen regional cooperation in this endeavor, outlined national initiatives to counter those threats and specified their respective involvement in the activities organized by the CICTE Secretariat. 


The member states expressed their gratitude to the outgoing Chair for his leadership this past year and congratulated the recently elected authorities of CICTE. The following delegations spoke: Argentina, Bahamas, the United States of America, Bolivia and Uruguay. 

THIRD PLENARY SESSION

Dialogue of Heads of Delegation on the theme “The Fight against Terrorism Financing and Money Laundering: Experiences in the Region.”

· Presentation by guest speaker Mr. Sergio Espinosa Chiroque, Deputy Superintendent of the Financial Intelligence Unit of the Superintendence of Banking, Insurance and Private Pension Funds, Republic of Peru.

In his presentation, Mr. Espinosa described the anti-money laundering and counter-terrorism financing system in Peru and the roles that the Superintendency of Banking, Insurance and Private Pension Funds, and its Financial Intelligence Unit play in combating these threats. Additionally, he explained the latest legislative and regulatory measures approved in Peru in these matters. 


Mr. Espinosa stressed the importance of new mechanisms developed in Peru to freeze funds related to the financing of terrorism and/or money laundering, as required by the relevant international legal frameworks and FATF’s Recommendations. Furthermore, he explained new Peruvian legislation on terrorism financing (Law 29936 of November 2012), as well as its National Plan to Counter Money Laundering and Terrorism Financing (2011).


Finally, Mr. Espinosa provided statistical data on terrorism financing-related transactions, which are reported as suspicious or as part of an intelligence analysis. He also stressed the current complexity of criminal and terrorist organizations and the consequent links between money laundering, terrorism financing and other criminal offences.       
· Remarks by the member states


When the floor was opened to the delegations, Mexico and Ecuador, as well as Venezuela, Paraguay, Nicaragua and Panama took the opportunity to address the Committee. These member states referred to their implementation of the Inter-American Convention against Terrorism and its provisions on terrorism financing and money laundering, national and regional inter-agency coordination, the role of CICTE and its Secretariat, and the national legal and regulatory frameworks concerning terrorism financing and money laundering. Member state progress implementing FATF international standards and recommendations was also discussed.   

Additionally, the Permanent Observer Missions of Spain and the Russian Federation requested the floor and referred to best practices adopted in their countries to fight terrorism and its financing.

FOURTH PLENARY SESSION

1. Consideration and adoption of the draft CICTE Work Plan for 2013
The Work Plan of the Secretariat of CICTE for 2013 was adopted as submitted, without observations from the participant delegations.
/
2. Consideration and adoption of the Draft Declaration “Strengthening hemispheric cooperation to address terrorism financing and money laundering”  
The Draft Declaration, as found in document CICTE/RP/doc 1/12 rev 4, was approved unanimously.
/
3. Consideration of the venue and date of the Fourteenth Regular Session of CICTE

The Delegation of Canada proposed that the Fourteenth Regular Session of CICTE be held on February 19, 20, and 21, 2014, in Washington D.C.; the motion was approved and reflected in a resolution.
/
4. Reading out of the report by the Rapporteur of the Thirteenth Regular Session of the Inter-American Committee Against Terrorism


Mr. Jonathan Mitchell, Alternate Representative of the United States of America to the Organization of American States, read out a report summarizing the events of the Thirteenth Regular Session of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism.

CLOSING SESSION


Remarks by the Chair of CICTE, His Excellency Andres Gonzalez Diaz, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the Organization of American States
The Chair of CICTE delivered the closing remarks, mentioning the success of the Thirteenth Regular Session and thanking the delegates for their active participation in the discussions. He noted that Colombia is aware of the importance of its role as Chair of CICTE and as such is determined to present a working plan in which Colombia’s capabilities, experiences, and best practices are to be highlighted and shared with all countries in the Hemisphere.  The work plan will focus on four strategic axes: border controls, cyber security, maritime security, and the fight against terrorism financing and money laundering. 

He also noted that cooperation and technical assistance will play a major role in the fight against terrorism. For this reason, he called upon member states to share best practices and to build technical capabilities. He argued that this would avoid duplicity of efforts and lead to more effective resource management which would in turn result in more effective action against terrorism. 



The meeting of the Thirteenth Regular Session was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
Jonathan Mitchell
Alternate Representative of the United States of America to the Organization of American States
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�.	See Appendix I, “Executive Summary of the Report of the Chair, 2012-2013, of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism,” CICTE/INF. 6/13.


�.	See Appendix II, “Executive Summary of the Report on Activities of the Secretariat of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism,” CICTE/INF.7/13.


�.	See Appendix III, document CICTE/DEC.1/13


�.	See Appendix IV, document CICTE/doc.2/13


�.	See Appendix IV, “Report of the Rapporteur of the Thirteenth Regular Session of the Inter-American Committee”, document CICTE/doc.9/13


� The Government of the Republic of Ecuador presents its express reservation with regard to the mandatory character of the 40 recommendations of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF). Ecuador considers that those recommendations are supplemental to the work that each state undertakes, in accordance with its domestic laws, to combat money laundering and the financing of terrorism.


� Brazil believes that the mandate given to the CICTE duplicates existing efforts of other regional forums--a situation to be avoided, especially considering the scarcity of human and financial resources.


�.	 Subparagraphs c, d, e, f, and j are not relevant to the mandates of the Secretariat of CICTE.


�.	Subparagraph d is not relevant to the mandates of the Secretariat of CICTE.


�.	CICTE/doc 3/13, List of participants  


�.	CICTE/doc 1/13, Agenda of the Thirteenth Regular Session of CICTE (Approved at the Second Preparatory Meeting held on January 25, 2013)


�.	CICTE/doc 4/13 rev 1, Draft Calendar of the Thirteenth Regular Session of CICTE (Approved at the Third Preparatory Meeting held on February 26,2013)


�.	CICTE/INF 4/13 


�.	CICTE/doc 1/13, Draft Agenda of the Thirteenth Regular Session of CICTE (Approved at the second preparatory session held on January 25, 2013). 


�.	CICTE/doc 4/13 rev 1 Draft Calendar of the Thirteenth Regular Session of CICTE (Approved at the third preparatory session held on February 26, 2013). 


�.	CICTE/doc 8/13, Report of the Chair of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism 2012-2013 


�.	CICTE/INF 5/13 Remarks by the Chair of CICTE 2013-2014 


�. CICTE/doc 5/13 Report on the Activities of CICTE  


�.  CICTE/PCN/-XI/doc 1, Report on the Eleventh Meeting of National Points of Contact to CICTE 


�.	CICTE/RP/doc. 2/13 


�.	CICTE/RP/doc 1/12 rev. 4, Declaration on “Strengthening Hemispheric Cooperation to Address Terrorism Financing and Money Laundering (Adopted at the fourth plenary session on March 8, 2013).


	�.	CICTE/doc 7/13 rev. 1 
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