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I. CONTEXT

The Declaration on Security in the Americas (DSA) was adopted at the Special Conference on Security, held in Mexico City on October 27 and 28, 2003.  The DSA introduced within the framework of the Organization of American States (OAS) the multidimensional security concept and approach in the Hemisphere, including traditional threats as well as new threats, concerns, and other challenges to the security of states.

The Declaration on Security in Americas recognizes that each state has the sovereign right to identify its own national security priorities and to define strategies, plans, and actions for addressing threats to its security, in accordance with its legal system and with full respect for international law and the norms and principles of the Charter of the OAS and the Charter of the United Nations.

The adoption of the multidimensional security approach transformed the OAS agenda and established a new institutional framework that has gradually evolved, and today is represented by the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security.

October 2013 marks the tenth anniversary of the Declaration’s adoption. Therefore, in keeping with the mandate contained in resolution AG/RES. 2735 (XLII-O/12), a series of activities is envisaged for instituting the dialogue on the effectiveness of its implementation in order to prepare for commemoration.

II. PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES
The purpose of this proposal is to fulfill the mandate contained in operative paragraph 4 of resolution AG/RES. 2735 (XLII-O/12), “Advancing Hemispheric Security:  A Multidimensional Approach,” in which the General Assembly "instruct[ed] the Permanent Council to organize and hold a dialogue on the effectiveness of the application of the Declaration on Security in the Americas, in order to analyze and enhance progress by the member states, organs, agencies, entities, and mechanisms of the OAS in implementing it, and to submit their findings or progress reports thereon in 2013, in commemoration of the tenth anniversary of its adoption.”

The following objectives are proposed for carrying out the mandate and organizing the dialogue:

1. To commemorate the tenth anniversary of the adoption of the Declaration on Security in the Americas in October 2013.

2. To hold a dialogue on the effectiveness of the implementation of the Declaration on Security in the Americas structured around the Declaration’s four sections, in order to analyze and enhance progress in its implementation.

III. COURSE OF ACTION
Mindful of the prevailing budgetary constraints in the Organization, the decision is for a budget-neutral dialogue methodology in which the proceedings would mostly be held within the framework of scheduled regular meetings of the Permanent Council from May to October 2013.
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In this context, the decision is to include the dialogue on a thematic component of the Declaration at three meetings of the OAS Permanent Council in 2013, provisionally, at the three regular meetings to be held on the first or third Wednesday of May, on June 19, and on July 17.  Depending on the specific topics to be addressed in the different segments, the participants of the meeting will consist of representatives of the states, representatives of the OAS organs and entities concerned with security issues, scholars, and civil society.
In order to facilitate the participation of delegations in the dialogue, the delegation of Mexico will prepare a survey/questionnaire, a reference document or some other form of document that identifies elements that would enable states and OAS organs, agencies, and entities to share their experiences and progress in implementing the Declaration.

The dialogue on the effectiveness of the implementation of the Declaration on Security in the Americas would culminate in a protocolary ceremony that Mexico offers to host in Mexico City, in October 2013.  The delegation of Mexico has offered to host the meeting and to assume responsibility for the administrative and logistical arrangements.
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