- 12 -


[image: image1.wmf]PERMANENT COUNCIL

OEA/Ser.G

CP/doc.4915/13

25 May 2013
Original: Spanish
REPORT OF THE CHAIR ON THE ACTIVITIES 
OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEE

2012-2013
(Agreed upon by the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 22, 2013)
I.
INTRODUCTION

The General Committee, pursuant to Article 28 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, was installed at the regular meeting of the Permanent Council held on August 1, 2012. Composed of one representative from each member state, it was chaired by the Chair of the Permanent Council, as provided in Article 15 of those Rules of Procedure.

The Committee began its work on February 8, 2013, chaired by Ambassador John E. Beale, Permanent Representative of Barbados to the Organization of American States (OAS), and from April to June 2013, it was chaired by Ambassador Arturo Ulises Vallarino Bartuano, Permanent Representative of Panama to the OAS.


In accordance with Article 32 of the Rule of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the Chair of the General Committee hereby presents the following report on its activities in the 2012-2013 term.

II.
WORKING MEETINGS


In the period covered by this report, the Committee held nine meetings, considered five annual reports, seven reports on follow-up to the mandates of resolutions assigned to the Committee, and received nine draft resolutions.


In addition, in accordance with the decision of the Permanent Council at its meeting of December 19, 2012,
/ the Committee established a working group to review the assigned mandates. Information on this group’s work is included in point III.D.

Described below are the activities and actions carried out by the Committee in implementation of the mandates assigned by the Permanent Council and in the Work Plan of the Committee (CP/CG-1936/13).

III.
MANDATES

A.
EXAMINATION OF ANNUAL REPORTS OF ORGANS, AGENCIES, AND ENTITIES OF THE ORGANIZATION
/
The Committee examined five of the seven annual reports assigned:
/
/
1. Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH)
2. Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD)

3. Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN)

4. Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL)

5. Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)

Pursuant to the instructions of the Permanent Council, the General Committee considered the organs’ annual reports on March 12 and 25 of this year under the chairmanship of Ambassador John Beale. The following sections summarize the observations and recommendations on those annual reports made by the delegations:

1. Annual Report of the Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH) (CP/doc.4837/13)

At the meeting on March 12, 2013, Dr. Santiago Borrero, Secretary General of the PAIGH, presented the Institute’s Annual Report to the Committee, referring to the Institute’s Pan American Agenda for 2010-2020 and mentioning some of the scientific and capacity-building activities carried out by the Institute.  

Dr. Borrero said the PAIGH’s Pan American Agenda for 2010-2020 orients the Institute’s relationship with the inter-American system coordinated by the OAS, and that it pursues the following main objectives:  

· Consolidate the PAIGH as the Pan American regional forum for progress in geographical information and the integral development of the member states;
· Promote the development of spatial databases to support decision-making, make early warning systems more efficient, and improve disaster response;

· Identify actions that contribute to regional integration in specific fields such as climate change, land use, and natural disasters; and 

· Support the development of infrastructure for the quality of geographical data needed for analysis of processes related to specific fields, such as soil degradation, impacts on biodiversity, forest fires, occupation of coastal lands and at-risk areas (including international adjacent areas).
He also mentioned some of the results achieved with the Pan American Agenda, including the following: 

· Modernization of the national sections and increasing the sense of shared responsibility with the Institute;

· Contribution to the institutional development of organizations involved in the production of hemispheric geographical information; 

· Increased regional participation from a multidisciplinary perspective; 

· Growth in membership and the number of active experts;

· Closer ties with related international organization; and

· Consolidation of the network that will integrate the Pan American community, especially the younger generation in the member states. 

Dr. Borrero said, “in order to achieve the Agenda’s goals it is necessary to have greater continuity and sustainability of the committees within the commissions, and mesh their work more fully with the plan’s requirements; to optimize the preparation of technical assistance projects, for which it is indispensable to have the support of the national sections in the PAIGH; and to ensure that the agenda for the projects in the program is increasingly more consistent with the purposes of the PAIGH’s Pan American Agenda.” 
With respect to the Institute’s activities, he mentioned the following:

· The cooperation projects carried out by the Institute’s technical commissions and national sections, such as the “Geocentric Reference System for the Americas,” produced at the technical-scientific seminar in Concepción, Chile (Commission on Cartography), and the “Workshop on data integration and development of technical capacity for mitigating environmental challenges in the Peruvian and Brazilian Amazonia (Commissions on Cartography and Geography);
· The “History of America” project, the purpose of which is to produce a new text for middle and higher education in the countries of the region (Commission on History);

· Vulcanological studies, including “Risk perspective maps for communities living near Santa Ana volcano in El Salvador” and the “Pan American Workshop on Geomagnetism” (Commission on Geophysics); 
· The CAF-PAIGH GeoSUR program, the geospatial network for Latin America, involving 35 entities, with web map services of more than 60 servers, 30 map viewers, and 10 catalogues that contain more than 15,000 metadata.

Dr. Borrero said that “the PAIGH assigns priority to increasing regional participation from a multidisciplinary, integration-oriented perspective, therefore technical assistance projects require the participation of at least two member states.”
He also reported on the budget execution of the Institute’s scientific and operational activities, as well as the percentage of execution in technical assistance projects and publications. 

The Committee expressed its appreciation for the report presented and the Institute’s work; recognized Dr. Borrero’s leadership and work in modernizing the Institute and making it more efficient; noted the efforts accomplished to maintain a high degree of budget execution, taking into account the Organization’s financial situation; and stressed the importance of the capacity-building programs. 

The Committee decided to forward the annual report with the pertinent recommendations made by the delegations to the Permanent Council for the purposes envisaged in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

2. Annual Report of the Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD) (CP/doc.4836/13) 

On March 12, 2013, the Committee reviewed the annual report of TRIBAD. Ms. Mercedes Carrillo, Secretary of the Administrative Tribunal, presented the report and discussed, among other things, the Tribunal’s activities and progress made in use of new technology to expedite proceedings and optimize the resources assigned. 

Ms. Carrillo said that during the Administrative Tribunal’s four decades of existence it has exercised a dual role for the stability of the Organization, because it administers justice by resolving labor disputes between staff of the GS/OAS and the Administration, and it establishes jurisprudence used to correct, establish, or derogate the General Secretariat’s internal rules and standards. 
Ms. Carrillo also mentioned that the organ safeguards the privilege of the Organization’s immunity vis-à-vis the jurisdiction of local courts, as established in Article 133 of the Charter and other agreements.

The Committee expressed thanks for the timely presentation of the report and decided to submit it in due course to the Permanent Council for the purposes contemplated in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

3. Annual Report of the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) (CP/doc.4838/13)

At its meeting of March 12, 2013, the General Committee heard a presentation on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Children’s Institute by Mrs. Gloria Lozano de Díaz, Chair of the Directing Council of the IIN. Mrs. Lozano discussed, among other things, progress in institutional strengthening and actions carried out by the Institute, emphasizing the IIN role in the framework of the inter-American human rights system.
Mrs. Lozano noted the formation of three working groups to address the priority lines of the Plan of Action, which are coordinated by the areas of the IIN and the Director General. The groups are now at work, with geographical representation of each subregion. She also mentioned several of the results achieved by these groups, which are associated with the Institute’s areas of work (the promotion and protection of rights area, the juridical area, and the communication and information area).

In the promotion and protection of rights area, she noted the cooperation by the working group in the review and strengthening of a document of technical guidelines for establishing comprehensive early childhood protection policies and the development of a basic menu of indicators based on the observations by the Committee on Children’s Rights and other international commitments that should be applied in every country in accordance with the priorities and information generated.

She also described the Institute’s efforts to use new communication technologies, noting the web site “Our voice in color”; the holding of virtual courses and the updating of the site www.annaobserva.org, which carries topical information bulletins such as: strategies for the restitution of rights of child victims of sexual abuse, and the conclusions of the third subregional meeting.
Mrs. Lozano stressed three important aspects being carried out in the implementation of the Inter-American Program for the Prevention and Eradication of Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors:

· the gathering and updating of information on the topic in the region and making it available to the states;
· the creation of information and knowledge that will contribute to the design and implementation of policies and actions intended to deal with this problem; and

· human resource training and specialized technical assistance for the states parties.
With respect to work done in the juridical area, she mentioned that the working group’s participation made it possible to generate a position paper on the responsibility of juvenile offenders, which deals with subjects such as the relevance of prevention and the need for interagency and intersector coordination, among other aspects. 

She also referred to the work done to develop tools in the area of international abduction, such as:  (1) the guidebook for central authorities to strengthen procedures and requests; (2) the glossary of terms included in the 1980 Child Abduction Convention and the Inter-American Convention of 1989 for the guidance of operators; (3) the user manual for international restitution procedures in the light of the Inter-American Convention; and (4) the toolkit of practices for operators of the central authorities of states that have and have not ratified the Inter-American Convention, and the model form and model law of the IIN and other tools deemed important for inclusion in this kit. 
On the subject of protection of children’s rights against the risk of natural disasters and emergencies, Mrs. Lozano mentioned several documents prepared with government participation through the working group, among them: (1) Organization and dissemination of information on child rights in disaster risk management; (2) Case studies; (3) Policy framework for the promotion and protection of child rights in disaster risk management. Guidelines and strategic recommendations; and (4) Strategy for the promotion and dissemination of the policy position document.
In conclusion, Mrs. Lozano mentioned that activities in the communication and information area are cross-cutting with the Institute’s actions and tasks, which are accomplished primarily through the IIN page, a site that draws about 100,000 visits per month, showing a high degree of regional penetration. She noted increased IIN activity in the social networks and the development of the virtual course for communicators working with children, which made significant strides by giving the IIN tools for continuing to promote the rights approach through the information media. 

The delegations thanked Mrs. Lozano for her detailed report and presentation; they reiterated their commitment to the Institute and congratulated it for the activity accomplished. They also mentioned the relevance of international cooperation and the use of new technologies in the Institute’s work and stressed the importance of continuing to work for the children of the hemisphere, especially in the areas included in the Plan of Action. 

The Committee decided to refer the report, along with the relevant recommendations offered by the delegations, for consideration by the Permanent Council for the purposes set forth in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

Mrs. Lozano’s presentation may be found in document CP/CG-1945/13.

4. Annual Report of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) to the General Assembly (CP/doc.4822/13)

On March 12, 2013, the General Committee heard the presentation given by Mr. Clovis Baptista, Executive Secretary of CITEL, on the Commission’s annual report to the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly.

Mr. Baptista described the work carried out by CITEL during 2012, with particular reference to the following:

· The introduction of telecommunications/ITC services and applications in traditional networks and in next-generation and converging networks;

· Studies on mobile terminal rates in the Americas; the situation of regulations for the new networks and telecommunication services; aspects related to the prevention, detection, policies, and action with respect to fraud and illegal practices in the provision of telecommunications/ITC services;

· The preparation of inter-American proposals for the World Telecommunications Standardization Assembly (WTSA-12) and the World Conference on International Telecommunications (WCIT-12);
· The development of regional measures for the inclusion of girls and women in the use of ITC and analysis of aspects of ITC and disabilities;

· The identification of the current state of the use of radio frequencies, particularly in the Americas, in order to develop resolutions and recommendations for harmonization of the spectrum usage by fixed and mobile land radiocommunications; and 

· The analysis of the implementation of satellite systems by the CITEL member states.

He also referred to efforts to incorporate gender mainstreaming in the work of CITEL; enhancing his secretariat’s priority activities; and encouraging cooperation with international and regional organizations working in the field. 

Mr. Baptista also identified CITEL’s priority topics for the 2012–2014 period. These are concentrated in the following five areas: (1) deployment of technologies and services; (2) policy and regulatory issues; (3) security in ICT use, (4) ICTs and climate change; and (5) telecommunications in emergency situations. 

The Committee thanked CITEL for its work and for the presentation of the report and decided to refer the report to the consideration of the Permanent Council for the purposes set forth in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

5. Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission of Women) (CP/doc.4827/13)
At its meeting on March 25, 2013, the General Committee considered the annual report of the CIM to the General Assembly, which was presented by the Executive Secretary of the CIM, Ambassador Carmen Moreno. 

Ambassador Moreno reported that the CIM had fulfilled the three General Assembly mandates of a general, continuous, and permanent nature and nine of the 11 specific mandates of its Executive Committee. She also noted that the remaining two mandates were in the process of being implemented. 

She said that one of the CIM’s most important mandates is the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (PIA), recalling that to support the PIA in an operational framework of activities and specific results, in 2011 the CIM adopted its Strategic Plan 2011-2016. She also recalled that the plan is structured on the same thematic priorities as the OAS (democracy, human rights, security, and development), and adds a “fifth priority” referring to the work of advisory services and technical cooperation that the CIM provides for gender mainstreaming in all the work of the OAS. 
Ambassador Moreno said the progress reflected in the CIM’s Annual Report follows the same scheme and she highlighted the following activities carried out in 2012: 

· The adoption of the Declaration of San José on Political and Economic Empowerment of Women in the Americas, which demonstrated the commitment of the CIM delegates to continue striving for the full and equal participation of women in the political and economic spheres;
· The election of a new Executive Committee of the CIM for the 2013-2015 period, which includes the representative of Costa Rica as president, the representatives of Haiti, Panama, and Uruguay as vice presidents, and Barbados, the United States, Guatemala, Mexico, and Peru as members of the committee;
· The adoption of a three-year work program for the 2013-2015 period, which follows through on the lines of work established in the strategic plan and seeks to consolidate the progress achieved in recent years;

· The amendment of the CIM’s juridical instruments—its Statute and Rules of Procedure and the Rules of Procedure of the CIM Assembly of Delegates—which among other changes ensured representation at the government level on the CIM Executive Committee and not in a personal capacity, and extended the interval between Assemblies of Delegates to three years instead of two years, which will permit the CIM to save money and show more progress between one Assembly and the next; 

· Preparation of a report on the current state of women’s political rights in the region and the policy reforms and government reforms needed to support their exercise. The report was prepared by the Regional Working Group on Women’s Rights and Democracy, which resulted from the First Hemispheric Forum;
· Publication of a summary of the main conclusions of the First Hemispheric Forum on Women’s Leadership for a Citizens’ Democracy;

· The organization of the Second Hemispheric Forum on Women’s Leadership for a Citizen’s Democracy in the Dominican Republic from July 18 to 21, 2012, in cooperation with the government of that country, UN Women, IDEA International, and the Network of Women Parliamentarians of the Confederation of Parliamentarians of the Americas/COPA, and with support of the Government of Spain;
· The organization of a First Consultation with Parliamentarians of the Americas, in the framework of this Second Forum, during which they analyzed the status of women’s rights and gender equality in the region’s legislative agenda;

· The organization of an event with presidential candidates in the Dominican Republic in March 2012 to analyze the viability and status of women’s rights and gender equality in the campaign platforms of all political parties;

· Completion of the project “Integrated responses to human rights, HIV, and violence against women in Central America and the Caribbean,” which produced a series of specific tools for strengthening integral attention to the problems of HIV and violence against women from a human rights perspective;

· The organization of events and the production of informative material and analytical documents, specifically the organization of a roundtable in November 2012 on challenges to the protection of human rights of women living with HIV, in cooperation with the More Peace, Less AIDS Foundation, and the Department of International Affairs of the OAS;

· Establishment of a partnership with UNAIDS to prepare a report on the human rights of people living with HIV in the Americas;

· Preparation, in cooperation with the OAS Department of Social Development and Employment, of the follow-up document to a series of workshops held in 2010 with the Ministries of Labor on strategic planning with gender perspective. This documents shows concrete progress in the institutionalization of gender and women’s labor rights in the daily work of the Ministries of Labor; and

· The proposal for a project on integration of the gender perspective and rights in the integral management of disaster risks in the Americas, prepared in cooperation with the Secretariat for Integral Development.
The Committee welcomed the actions undertaken by the CIM and thanked it for its work, expressing its appreciation to the outgoing President for the excellent manner in which she performed her duties. 

The delegations referred to the CIM’s financial situation and to the importance of continuing to make contributions to the voluntary fund. 
The Committee also thanked the CIM for the timely presentation of its report and for meeting the requirements set by the Rules of Procedure and resolutions of the General Assembly, and it agreed to take note of the observations and recommendations offered by the distinguished representatives on the CIM’s Annual Report and to request that they be conveyed in due course to the consideration of the Permanent Council in order to meet the terms of Article 91.f of the Charter.

B.
REPORTS ON FOLLOW-UP TO MANDATES OF RESOLUTIONS ASSIGNED TO THE GENERAL COMMITTEE 
/
1. AG/RES. 2701 (XLII-O/12), “Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere.”
The draft Report of the Permanent Council on Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere was presented at the Committee’s meeting on April 22, 2013. On that date, the Committee decided to forward the draft report to the Permanent Council with a recommendation that it be adopted and transmitted to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session, to fulfill the mandate of resolution AG/RES. 2701 (XLII-O/12). The draft report may be found in document (CP/CG-1955/13 rev.1).
2. AG/RES. 2702 (XLII-O/12), “Use of Telecommunications/Information and Communication Technologies to Build an Inclusive Information Society.” 


At the meeting of the Committee held on March 12, 2013, Mr. Clovis Baptista, Executive Secretary of CITEL, presented a report on follow-up of the mandates contained in resolution AG/RES. 2702 (XLII-O/12), document CP/doc.4843/13.

3. AG/RES. 2703 (XLII-O/12), “Strengthening the Activities of the Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators”

On March 12, 2013, Mr. Victor Vuskovic Céspedes, Coordinator of the Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators, made a presentation on the follow-up for implementation of said resolution. His PowerPoint presentation was distributed as document (CP/CG-1946/13).
4. AG/RES. 2707 (XLII-O/12), “Prevention and Eradication of Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors” 


At the meeting of the Committee held on April 8, 2013, Ms. María de los Dolores Aguilar Marmolejo, Director General of the IIN, presented the report on follow-up to the mandates of resolution AG/RES. 2707 (XLII-O/12), which was distributed as document CP/CG-1952/13.

5. AG/RES. 2709 (XLII-O/12), “Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality” 

At the meeting of the Committee held on March 25, 2013, Ambassador Carmen Moreno, Executive Secretary of the CIM, presented the report on the Implementation of the ‘Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality’ pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2709 (XLII-O/12),” which was distributed as document CP/doc.4829/13. 

6. AG/RES. 2710 (XLII-O/12), “Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)”
At the meeting on March 25, Ambassador Carmen Moreno, Executive Secretary of the CIM, presented the report on implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2710 (XLII-O/12), which was distributed as document CP/doc.4828/13. 

7. AG/RES. 2711 (XLII-O/12), “Mechanism to Follow up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará’” 

Ambassador Carmen Moreno, Executive Secretary of the CIM, presented the report on the Mechanism to Follow up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará,” pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2711 (XLII-O/12),” which was distributed as document CP/doc.4830/13. 

8. AG/RES. 2712 (XLII-O/12) “Network for Consumer Safety and Health and Inter-American Rapid Product-Safety Warning System.”

On May 2, 2013, Dr. Evelyn Jacir de Lovo, Director of the Department of Social Development and Employment, presented the report on implementation of AG/RES. 2712 (XLII-O/12), which was distributed as document (CP/CG-1965/13).
C.
DRAFT RESOLUTIONS CONSIDERED BY THE COMMITTEE

The Committee received a total of nine draft resolutions, of which eight were agreed on by the Committee, and one remains open. 

Information on the draft resolutions considered by the Committee appears below.

1. Drafts agreed on: 

· Draft resolution on support of CITEL for implementing the results of the Sixth Summit of the Americas and high-level world conferences in 2012 and in preparation for the international telecommunications events of the 2013-2014 cycle (CP/CG-1944/13 rev. 5), presented by CITEL on March 12 and approved by the Committee at its meeting on April 22.   

· Draft resolution on “Promotion and strengthening of democracy: follow-up of the Inter-American Democratic Charter” (CP/CG-1951/13 rev. 2), presented by the delegations of Belize, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Mexico, and Peru and cosponsored by the delegations of Argentina, Colombia, El Salvador, Guyana, and Panama. This draft was presented on April 8, 2013, and approved by the Committee on April 22. 
· Draft resolution “Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere,” document CP/CG-1954/13 rev. 1, presented by the delegation of Mexico on April 22, 2013, and approved the same day by the Committee.

· Draft resolution “Strengthening of the Activities of the Inter-American Judicial Facilitators Program,” document CP/CG-1956/13 rev. 3, presented on April 22, 2013, by the delegations of Guatemala and Paraguay and approved by the Committee at its meeting on May 8. 
· Draft resolution “Network for Consumer Safety and Health and Inter-American Rapid Product Safety Warning System,” document CP/CG-1967/13 rev. 1, presented by the delegation of Brazil and cosponsored by the delegations of Colombia and the Dominican Republic. This draft was presented on April 22, 2013, and approved by the Committee at its meeting on May 14.
· Draft resolution “Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality,” document CP/CG-1960/13 rev. 5 corr. 1, presented by the delegations of Colombia and Costa Rica and cosponsored by the delegations of Canada, Chile, Haiti, Panama, and Peru. This draft resolution was presented on May 2, 2013, and agreed on by the Committee at its meeting of May 14.

· Draft resolution “Mechanism to Follow up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará,’” document CP/CG-1961/13 rev. 7, presented by the delegations of Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, and Guatemala and co-sponsored by the delegations of Haiti and Panama. This draft resolution was presented on May 2, 2013, and agreed on by the Committee at its meeting of May 14.

· Draft resolution “Prevention and Eradication of Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors,” document CP/CG-1963/13 rev. 3, presented by the delegation of Uruguay and co-sponsored by the delegations of Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Haiti, Mexico, Nicaragua, and Panama. This draft resolution was presented on May 2, 2013, and agreed on by the Committee at its meeting of May 14.

2. Open draft:

· Draft resolution “Regulation of footnotes” (CP/CG-1966/13), presented by the delegation of Guatemala at the meeting on May 8, 2013, and considered at the meetings held on May 14 and 21, 2013. During these meetings several delegations said it would be helpful to use footnotes during the negotiation process, noting that the question is sensitive. At its meeting on May 21, the Committee decided to forward the draft resolution to the Permanent Council for its consideration. 
The annexes to this report contain the eight draft resolutions that were approved by the Committee and the open draft.
D.
PROCESS OF REVIEW OF THE MANDATES ASSIGNED TO THE COMMITTEE
In response to the request of the Permanent Council, on February 8 the General Committee established the Informal Working Group to Review the Mandates of the Committee and elected as the chair of that group Mrs. Carmen Luisa Velásquez de Visbal, Alternate Representative of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to the OAS. 
The informal working group’s report was distributed as document CP/CG-1972/13.

IV.
CONCLUSION


The Committee is pleased to conclude by indicating that it has worked actively and dynamically to follow up on and implement the mandates assigned to pursuant to Article 16 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council. The Chair of this Committee wishes to thank all delegations and the staff of the General Secretariat for their support during this term.


This report and the draft resolutions considered by the Committee reflect its recommendations for future action and are presented to the Permanent Council for its consideration, and, possibly, to the General Assembly at its forty-third regular session.

Ambassador Arturo Ulises Vallarino Bartuano 
Permanent Representative of Panama to the OAS
Chair of the General Committee
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

SUPPORT FROM CITEL FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF 

THE OUTCOMES OF THE SIXTH SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS
/
/ AND 

THE HIGH-LEVEL WORLD CONFERENCES HELD IN 2012 AND IN PREPARATION 
FOR INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION EVENTS 
FOR THE 2013-2014 CYCLE

(Approved by the Committee at the meeting held on April 22)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING:


That by resolution COM/CITEL RES. 242 (XXV-11), “Contribution by CITEL to the Sixth Summit of the Americas,” the Permanent Executive Committee of CITEL invited the member states of CITEL to forward to the National Coordinator of the Sixth Summit of the Americas documents arising from different meetings of CITEL that reflected the positive impact of telecommunications and information and communication technologies on matters of high importance to the region, such as social inclusion, citizen security, natural disaster prevention and mitigation, and the promotion of access to and use of technology;


That CITEL activities in the ITU consolidate inter-American proposals, strengthen the regional bloc, and defend the interests of the countries of the Americas.


That CITEL discusses issues important to the member states, including issues related to implementation of the digital dividend, plans for broadband, the definition and harmonization of frequency bands for access to mobile services, and emergency communications, among others.


The great effort made by CITEL, as the regional telecommunication organization for the Americas, at the 2012 World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC-12) of the International Telecommunication Union in presenting over 200 inter-American proposals to amend the Radio Regulations, the international treaty governing the use of the radio spectrum and geostationary and non-geostationary satellite orbits;


That by decision of Permanent Consultative Committee I: Telecommunications/Information and Communication Technologies (PCC.I) at its third plenary session, 14 inter-American proposals were forwarded to the 2012 World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA-12) (Dubai, United Arab Emirates, November 20 to 29, 2012), and 39 inter-American proposals to the World Conference on International Telecommunications (WCIT-12) (Dubai, United Arab Emirates, December 3 to 14, 2012); and


That CITEL participated actively in the preparations for the “Connect the Americas” Summit (Panama City, Panama, July 17 to 19, 2012), whose overall objective was to mobilize the human, financial, and technical resources required to implement the results of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS); 

CONSIDERING:


That at the Sixth Summit of the Americas, mandates were adopted in the areas of “integration of physical infrastructure in the Americas”; “access to and use of information and communication technologies”; “poverty, inequality, and inequity”; disaster risk reduction and management”; and “citizen security and transnational organized crime,” which contain provisions directly related to the work of CITEL;


That WRC-12 adopted resolutions of high impact in the areas of mobile broadband; the digital dividend; interference; and the coordination and notification of satellite networks, and that it developed the agenda for WRC-15, which includes items with high impact on the region, since the radio spectrum is a finite resource, but frequency requirements and the numerous radiocommunication applications are increasing, so that regulatory procedures must be evaluated on an ongoing basis to ensure that needs of Administrations are met;


That WTSA-12 adopted resolutions of great importance to world telecommunication evolution and development and to ongoing market innovation and growth;


That WCIT-12 updated the International Telecommunication Regulations (ITRs), the binding global treaty that contains the principles governing international voice, data, and video traffic and lays the foundations for ongoing innovation and market growth; and


That from February 10 to 13, 2014, the Sixth Regular Meeting of the Assembly of CITEL will be held in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, and that that Assembly is the inter-American forum for the exchange of views and experiences by the highest telecommunication/ICT authorities of the member states of CITEL, taking appropriate decisions to guide their activity, and that preparations for this Assembly are to begin in 2013; 

REAFFIRMING:


That, in its capacity as the leading multilateral forum of the Hemisphere, the OAS has an exceptional part to play in strengthening connectivity in the region in order to contribute to its socioeconomic development; and


That the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) has a crucial part to play by establishing a reference point in the Americas with regard to the Information Society and that it has proven an effective mechanism for facilitating contributions by member states to international conferences,

RESOLVES:

1. To invite the member states to participate actively in the activities related to the preparations for WRC-15, the Sixth Regular Meeting of the Assembly of CITEL, to be held from February 10 to 13, 2014 in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, the 2014 World Telecommunication Development Conference (Sharm El Sheik, Egypt, from March 31 to April 11), and the 2014 Plenipotentiary Conference (Busan, Republic of Korea, from October 20 to November 7), as applicable, so that they come to these conferences with a strong and consensus-based regional position.

2. To emphasize that the core competencies of CITEL in the field of ICT, such as assistance in bridging the digital divide; regional and international cooperation; radio spectrum management; and information dissemination, are of crucial importance in building the Information Society.

3. To urge CITEL to promote the development, coordination, and implementation of strategies, as applicable, to expand the use of ICT, with support from the private sector and social actors of the hemisphere, in accordance with commitments undertaken at the Sixth Summit of the Americas.

4. To instruct the General Secretariat of the OAS to continue devoting to CITEL the financial support necessary to ensure continuity in the implementation of its mandates.

5. To encourage the member states and associate members of CITEL to present proposals and contributions for the meetings of CITEL and, if possible, to provide voluntary financial contributions for efforts to promote the development, coordination, and implementation of strategies and projects, as applicable, to expand access to and the use of ICT in the Americas.

6. To request CITEL to report to the General Assembly at its next regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

7. That the execution of the activities provided for in this resolution shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

FOOTNOTES

1. … during that event, the Heads of State and Government did not discuss – nor did they adopt – the Political Declaration, which included the will of the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean to show support for the sister Republic of Cuba to participate in that forum unconditionally and on an equal and sovereign footing. We wish to reiterate that the "Summit of the Americas" cannot be held without the presence of Cuba. The mandates and the operative parts of the thematic focuses were part of the Political Declaration and, since the latter was not adopted, neither were they. Nicaragua therefore does not agree with mentioning these documents and mandates that were not adopted.

2. …without prejudice to the content approved by Ecuador in other negotiating contexts, as applicable.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

“PROMOTION AND STRENGTHENING OF DEMOCRACY:
FOLLOW-UP TO THE INTER-AMERICAN DEMOCRATIC CHARTER”

(Approved by the Committee at its meeting of April 22)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

REAFFIRMING the provisions and essential purposes and principles identified in the Charter of the Organization of American States; 

SHARING the conviction expressed in the Declaration of the Latin American and Caribbean Unity Summit that democracy is one of our region’s most valued conquests and that the peaceful transmission of power through constitutional means and in strict compliance with the constitutional rules of each of our states is the product of a continuous and irreversible process in which the region admits no interruptions or setbacks; 

AWARE that the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes in its preamble that “representative democracy is an indispensable condition for the stability, peace, and development of the region” and that one of the essential purposes of the Organization is “[t]o promote and consolidate representative democracy, with due respect for the principle of non-intervention”; 

AWARE ALSO that the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes that “[e]very State has the right to choose, without external interference, its political, economic, and social system and to organize itself in the way best suited to it, and has the duty to abstain from intervening in the affairs of another State. Subject to the foregoing, the American States shall cooperate fully among themselves, independently of the nature of their political, economic, and social systems”; 

RECALLING that the Inter-American Democratic Charter states that “[t]he peoples of the Americas have a right to democracy and their governments have an obligation to promote and defend it” and that “[d]emocracy is essential for the social, political, and economic development of the peoples of the Americas”; 

RECALLING ALSO that the Inter-American Democratic Charter reaffirms that the promotion and protection of human rights is a basic prerequisite for the existence of a democratic society and recognizes the importance of the continuous development and strengthening of the inter-American human rights system for the consolidation of democracy; 

AWARE that Article 34 of the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes that “[t]he Member States agree that equality of opportunity, the elimination of extreme poverty, equitable distribution of wealth and income and the full participation of their peoples in decisions relating to their own development are, among others, basic objectives of integral development”; 

RECALLING that the Social Charter of the Americas recognizes that social justice and equity are essential for democracy;

RECOGNIZING that the Inter-American Democratic Charter establishes that “[e]ssential elements of representative democracy include, inter alia, respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, access to and the exercise of power in accordance with the rule of law, the holding of periodic, free, and fair elections based on secret balloting and universal suffrage as an expression of the sovereignty of the people, the pluralistic system of political parties and organizations, and the separation of powers and independence of the branches of government”; 

REAFFIRMING that the participatory nature of democracy in our countries in different aspects of public life contributes to the consolidation of democratic values and to freedom and solidarity in the Hemisphere; 

RECOGNIZING ALSO the importance of the Organization of American States (OAS) continuing to develop programs and activities aimed at promoting democratic principles and practices and strengthening a democratic culture in the Hemisphere, as well as the advisability of the OAS consulting and cooperating on an ongoing basis with member states; 

RECALLING that the Inter-American Democratic Charter establishes that “[t]he promotion and observance of economic, social, and cultural rights are inherently linked to integral development, equitable economic growth, and to the consolidation of democracy in the states of the Hemisphere”; 

BEARING IN MIND that the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man and the American Convention on Human Rights express the values and principles of liberty, equality, and social justice, which are inherent to democracy; 

RECALLING that the Inter-American Democratic Charter establishes that “[i]t is the right and responsibility of all citizens to participate in decisions relating to their own development. This is also a necessary condition for the full and effective exercise of democracy. Promoting and fostering diverse forms of participation strengthens democracy”; 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolutions AG/RES. 1957 (XXXIII-O/03), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter”; AG/RES. 2154 (XXXV-O/05), “Promotion of Regional Cooperation for Implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter”; AG/RES. 2251 (XXXVI-O/06), “Promotion of Regional Cooperation for Implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter on the Occasion of Its Fifth Anniversary”; AG/RES. 2327 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2422 (XXXVIII-O/08), AG/RES. 2480 (XXXIX-O/09), AG/RES. 2555 (XL-O/10), AG/RES. 2694 (XLI-O/11), and AG/RES. 2705 (XLII-O/12), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter”; 

HAVING SEEN the reports of the Permanent Council on the implementation of resolutions AG/RES. 2044 (XXXIV-O/04) and AG/RES. 2045 (XXXIV-O/04) (CP/doc.4024/05 and CP/CISC-182/05, respectively), resolution AG/RES. 2119 (XXXV-O-05), the reports of the Secretary General on the implementation of resolutions AG/RES. 1993 (XXXIV-O/04) [CP/CISC-174/05]; AG/RES. 2327 (XXXVII-O/07); the implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2422 (XXXVIII-O/08); AG/RES. 2555 (XL-O/10 and AG/RES. 2694 (XLI-O/11); 

TAKING NOTE that the Declaration of Mar del Plata, “Creating Jobs to Fight Poverty and Strengthen Democratic Governance,” of the Fourth Summit of the Americas, reaffirmed the “commitment to fight poverty, inequality, hunger, and social exclusion in order to raise the standard of living of our peoples and strengthen democratic governance in the Americas”; 

RECALLING that in the Declaration of Mar del Plata, the heads of state and government reiterated their “commitment to the OAS Charter and the Inter-American Democratic Charter” and reaffirmed their “resolve to strengthen their full and effective implementation”; 

RECALLING ALSO that in the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain, “Securing Our Citizens’ Future by Promoting Human Prosperity, Energy Security and Environmental Sustainability,” of the Fifth Summit of the Americas, the heads of state and government reaffirmed their commitment to “uphold the principles of and fully implement the Inter-American Democratic Charter”;

CONSIDERING that the Declaration of Nuevo León of the Special Summit of the Americas reaffirmed the Hemisphere’s commitment to democracy and reiterated the commitment to the full application of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, which constitutes an element of regional identity and, projected internationally, is a hemispheric contribution to the community of nations; and also recognized that corruption and impunity weaken public and private institutions, erode social values, undermine the rule of law, and distort economies and the allocation of resources for development; 

REAFFIRMING solidarity and inter-American cooperation as an effective means of promoting and strengthening democratic governance in the respective countries; and 


TAKING NOTE of the Final Report of the Dialogue on the Effectiveness of the Implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter (CP/doc.4669/11 rev. 3), which resulted from the implementation of resolutions AG/RES. 2555 (XL-O/10) and AG/RES. 2694 (XLI-O/11), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter,”

RESOLVES:

1. To continue promoting democratic cooperation in order to support member states, at their request, in their efforts to strengthen democratic institutions, values, practices, and governance; fight corruption; enhance the rule of law; bring about the full exercise of human rights, and reduce poverty, inequity, and social exclusion. 

2. To reaffirm that the promotion and protection of human rights is a prerequisite for a democratic society, and that it is important to continue to develop and strengthen the inter-American human rights system. 

3. To recognize the importance of promoting the principles, values, and practices of a democratic culture; and to request the General Secretariat to continue supporting this objective through training programs to promote the principles, values, and practices of a democratic culture, on the basis of Articles 26 and 27 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, and to improve awareness, disseminate the precepts, and promote the application of this inter-American instrument in the countries of the Hemisphere. Furthermore, to instruct the General Secretariat to continue to support the Permanent Council and the member states that so request with implementation of the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices.
4. To reaffirm, as applicable, the mandates contained in resolution AG/RES. 2705 (XLII-O/12), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter,” and, in this context, to reiterate the request to the Secretary General to present a report to the Permanent Council on all cases in which action on his part is called for in the Charter of the Organization of American States and the Inter-American Democratic Charter. 
5. To highlight the substantive contribution made by the Organization of American States (OAS) to the strengthening and development of electoral processes and systems in the member states, through OAS electoral observation missions, electoral advice, and technical cooperation, upon the request of a member state and consistent with the Declaration of Principles for International Election Observation. 

6. To request the General Secretariat to provide assistance to member states that so request in the implementation of recommendations contained in the reports of OAS electoral observation missions. 

7. To encourage donors to pursue, through the General Secretariat, a coordinated donor approach to the support of OAS electoral observation missions in order to facilitate the early planning of missions. 

8. To recommend to the General Secretariat that it support the modernization and strengthening of democratic institutions in the member states that so request, and promote cooperation and dialogue among these institutions as a means to build capacity and share experiences, including in the fields of civil registry, legislative cooperation and modernization and electoral technologies, decentralization and local governments, public administration and transparency, community participation, capacity building of youth and children on democratic values and practices, information and communications technology (ICT), and e-government. 

9. To request the General Secretariat and member states to continue to promote a hemispheric discussion of issues relating to democratic governance, through dialogue, forums, and seminars.

10. To recognize the important role of participation by all sectors of society, including civil society, in the consolidation of democracy, given that such participation is one of the vital elements for the success of development policies.

11.
To instruct the Permanent Council to continue the Dialogue on the Effectiveness of the Implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, taking into account all the topics addressed and discussions contained in the Final Report (CP/doc.4669/11 rev. 3), approved on December 14, 2011.
12.
To request the General Secretariat to report to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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“FREE TRADE AND INVESTMENT IN THE HEMISPHERE”

(Approved by the Committee at its meeting of April 22)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING resolution AG/RES. 1364 (XXVI-O/96), “Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere,” through which the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI) was instructed to conduct a study on the matter;

RECOGNIZING the opinion of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI/RES. II-14/96), in which the Committee unanimously concluded that “in the significant areas described above the bases and potential application of the legislation which is the subject of this Opinion are not in conformity with international law”;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolutions AG/RES. 1447 (XXVII-O/97), AG/RES. 1532 (XXVIII-O/98), AG/RES. 1614 (XXIX-O/99), AG/RES. 1700 (XXX-O/00), AG/RES. 1826 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1884 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES. 1914 (XXXIII-O/03), AG/RES. 1976 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2063 (XXXV-O/05), AG/RES. 2239 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2301 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2376 (XXXVIII-O/08), AG/RES. 2450 (XXXIX-O/09); AG/RES. 2547 (XL-O/10) and AG/RES.2684 (XLI-O/11); and AG/RES. 2701 (XLII-O/12)

CONSIDERING the Report of the Permanent Council on Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere (CP/CG-XXXX/13),

RESOLVES:

1. To take note of the Report of the Permanent Council on Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere, presented pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2701 (XLII-O/12)

2. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session on developments in this regard.

3. That the execution of the activities provided for in this resolution shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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STRENGTHENING THE ACTIVITIES OF THE

INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM OF JUDICIAL FACILITATORS

(Approved by the Committee at its meeting of May 8)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:


The Charter of the Organization of American States, the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man, and the American Convention on Human Rights, as they pertain to access to justice;


That expanding access to justice is fundamental for the full exercise of human rights and democratic governance; likewise, it is essential for successful citizen security strategies and for the elimination of poverty and inequality;


The work performed free of charge by thousands of judicial facilitators, who render assistance to justice administration bodies, inform the population about legal norms, provide advice, and facilitate friendly settlements as allowed by law; and


That the Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators strengthens national justice administration systems, helps prevent crime and violence, promotes a culture for the peaceful resolution of conflicts with legal relevance, and lessens litigation in conflict situations;

CONSIDERING:


The successful implementation of national judicial facilitator services in Argentina, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Panama, and Paraguay under agreements between their judicial bodies and the OAS General Secretariat through its Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators, and

RECALLING:


The General Assembly decision in resolution AG/RES. 2703 (XLII-O/12),
RESOLVES:


1.
To support the work of the Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators in helping judicial bodies and other institutions involved in the administration of justice in the member states to establish national judicial facilitator services and in training justice operators.


2.
To encourage the member states to consider the usefulness of participating in the Inter-American Judicial Facilitators Program so they can avail themselves of its benefits according to their own needs and within the sphere of competence they may be assigned.


3.
To invite member states and permanent observers to make voluntary contributions to support the Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators.


4.
To instruct the Permanent Council to entrust the study and follow-up of the topic of  judicial facilitators to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs for its inclusion on the agenda, before the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly.

5.
To urge the General Secretariat to continue assisting member states that ask to establish National Judicial Facilitator Services and to train their judicial personnel through the Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators.

6.
To request the General Secretariat to report to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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NETWORK FOR CONSUMER SAFETY AND HEALTH AND

INTER-AMERICAN RAPID PRODUCT-SAFETY WARNING SYSTEM

(Approved by the Committee at its meeting of May 14, 2013)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

CONSIDERING:


That Article 39 of the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS) establishes that the member states should make efforts to obtain adequate and dependable supplies for consumers; and


That at the Special Summit of the Americas, held in Monterrey, Nuevo León, Mexico, in 2004, the Heads of State and Government agreed to promote consumer protection, fair competition, and the improved functioning of markets through clear, effective, and transparent regulatory frameworks;


CONSIDERING ALSO the proven importance of strengthening states’ capacity to monitor and control the safety of products available on the market for consumption or use through coordination between competent agencies to better integrate public policies related to these topics and, therefore, the need to share information and to exchange and disseminate best practices on market oversight for the safety of consumer products available on the market for consumption or use as a key element in the defense of the consuming public, in order to protect their safety and health;


HAVING SEEN resolutions AG/RES. 2494 (XXXIX-O/09), “Consumer Protection”; AG/RES. 2549 (XL-O/10), “Consumer Protection:  Network for Consumer Safety and Health in the Americas”; AG/RES. 2682 (XLI-O/11), “Consumer Protection:  Consolidation of the Network for Consumer Safety and Health and Creation of an Inter-American Rapid Product-Safety Warning System,” and AG/RES. 2712 (XLII-O/12), “Network for Consumer Safety and Health and Inter-American Rapid Product-Safety Warning System,” which mandated the creation of the Network for Consumer Safety and Health (RCSS) in the Americas, as a first step toward implementation of an inter-American rapid product-safety warning system, as well as the reports presented by the General Secretariat to the Permanent Council on the matter;

RECOGNIZING WITH SATISFACTION:


The coordination carried out by the Organization of American States (OAS) in collaboration with the Pan American Health Organization for implementing the RCSS and the efforts of the OAS General Secretariat to set up the RCSS website, which was officially launched at a meeting of the Permanent Council on November 23, 2010;


That in pursuit of the mandate of national-level institutional strengthening, the annual holding of the postgraduate course in partnership with Pompeu Fabra University and the specialized seminar has been institutionalized, targeting authorities from national agencies responsible for supervising markets for consumer-good safety, in particular consumer defense, health, metrology, and standardization, with the participation of civil society, academia, and other stakeholders; and


That, as the General Secretariat informed the Permanent Council in its reports of February 14, 2011, and March 20, 2012, several of the region’s countries are taking specific measures in the area of consumer safety and health as a result of the RCSS, and training activities and exchanges of experiences are seen as essential by the national authorities participating in the RCSS in order to continue along that path; that Consumers International has prepared for the RCSS a plan to involve national civil society organizations in the activities of the RCSS; and that the OAS has positioned itself as an essential player within the leading international forums for this topic, representing a region that until a few years ago, had no voice in such undertakings; and


AWARE that the creation of an inter-American rapid product-safety warning system would help protect consumer health through rapid detection and coordinated action to prevent the entry of unsafe consumer goods into markets in the Americas; and that the RCSS website (www.oas.org/rcss) receives over a thousand visits a week, demonstrating its usefulness for the member states,

RESOLVES:


1.
To thank the governments that have made voluntary monetary and in-kind contributions to strengthen the Network for Consumer Safety and Health (RCSS), especially the Governments of Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Peru, and the United States of America; to thank, likewise, the Generalitat of Catalonia (Spain) and Pompeu Fabra University for their contributions; and to invite member states, permanent observers, and other donors to support and participate in the activities undertaken by the General Secretariat for strengthening the RCSS and the establishment of the Inter-American Rapid Product-Safety Warning System (IAPSWS). In addition, to applaud Brazil’s commitment to contribute US$100,000 for the strengthening of the RCSS.


2.
To congratulate the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (OAS), in particular the Department of Social Development and Employment, and the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) on their efficient implementation of specialized programs on institutional strengthening and exchange of experiences that, through specialized training, publications, and meetings of authorities, have positioned the OAS as a leading player on this topic; and, in addition, to note with satisfaction the design and creation of the RCSS web page.


3.
To ask the General Secretariat and PAHO to continue consolidating the RCSS in the region, encouraging the implementation at the national level of public programs and policies on consumer safety and its impact on health, and moving forward with the preparation of “common language” to standardize national market oversight systems for consumer-good safety as an essential prior step in the design of the IAPSWS, which will be a sustainable system not dependent on the availability of specific resources for its administration within the General Secretariat.


4.
To request the General Secretariat to promote and implement agreements with subregional agencies and associated countries and agencies from other regions to facilitate the creation of the IAPSWS, so as to draw upon the progress made by those organizations and not to duplicate efforts in the field of consumer-product safety.


5.
To request the General Secretariat to implement the plan for involving all social actors, including civil society, in the RCSS.

6.
To invite those member states that do not yet participate in the RCSS to join it; to participate actively in the training activities, exchange of experiences, and the planning of the IAPSWS; and to contribute to the extent possible to the “Consumer Safety and Health Fund” managed by the General Secretariat, in order to finance institutional strengthening activities, exchange of experiences, and the design of the IAPSWS.


7.
To instruct the General Secretariat to prepare, in conjunction with the member states, a medium- and long-term planning proposal for the activities of the Network for Consumer Safety and Health.


8.
To request the General Secretariat, in consultation with the stakeholders, to present the Permanent Council with a structure proposal to guide the work of the Network for Consumer Safety and Health.

9.
To instruct the General Secretariat to report on the results of the implementation of the mandates related to this resolution to the Permanent Council prior to the next regular session of the General Assembly.  Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN
(Approved by the Committee at its meeting of May 14, 2013)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


RECOGNIZING the importance that the Organization of American States (OAS) has ascribed to women's human rights, gender equity and equality, and strengthening the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) in order to support its full realization;


CONCERNED that, despite progress in terms of the promotion of women’s human rights in the region, many women are still unable to exercise those rights on an equal footing with men, free from discrimination and violence;

HAVING SEEN:


The Declaration of San José on the Economic and Political Empowerment of the Women of the Americas [CIM/DEC. 14 (XXXVI-O/12) rev.1] and the Triennial Program of Work 2013-2015 of the CIM, adopted by the Thirty-sixth Assembly of Delegates of the CIM in San José, Costa Rica, on October 29 and 30, 2012;


Resolution AG/RES. 2709 (XLII-O/12) [PER:  and all the earlier resolutions on this matter], which take note of the outcomes of the actions undertaken to follow up on implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP) by the organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS;


Resolution AG/RES. 2710 (XLII-O/12) and all the earlier resolutions on this matter], which encourage member states and the OAS General Secretariat to strengthen the CIM, allocating it the necessary personnel and resources to carry out its mandates and including its projects and programs in the list of priorities presented with a view to raising funds from external donors;


The Report of the Secretary General on the Implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality Pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2709 (XLII-O/12) to the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly (CP/doc.4829/13);


The Report of the Secretary General on the Implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2710 (XLII-O/12), “Strengthening the Inter-American Commission of Women” to the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly (CP/doc.4828/13); and


The Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission of Women to the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly (CP/doc.4827/13) in which the Chair of the CIM presents the progress made by the CIM in implementing its 2011-2016 Strategic Plan;


RECALLING that, through the adoption of the IAP by resolution AG/RES. 1732 (XXX-O/00), the governments of the Hemisphere committed to developing decisive strategies to promote women’s human rights [USA: and] integrate a gender perspective in all spheres of public life in order to attain equality of rights and opportunities between women and men; and

CONSIDERING that, despite the progress made by the CIM in consolidating a hemispheric work program to advance women’s human rights and gender equality in the areas of democracy, human rights, development, and security, the human and financial resources allocated to the CIM remain insufficient for it to carry out all its mandates effectively,

RESOLVES:


1.
To continue to support the work of the CIM, as the principal forum for generating hemispheric policy on women’s human rights and gender equity and equality, an] to follow up on the goals set in the IAP, particularly with respect to gender equity and equality mainstreaming, at ministerial meetings convened by the Organization of American States (OAS) and in the follow-up for the mandates of the Summits of the Americas.

2.
To support the CIM in addressing relevant new and emerging areas, within available financial resources, and request the Executive Secretariat of the CIM to submit periodic reports to the Permanent Council of the OAS and its respective organs on specific and relevant aspects of the situation of women in the Americas.


3.
To urge the member states to:

a. Harmonize their laws with those set down in international treaties and conventions USA: to which they are a party, particularly the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) and the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará,” as appropriate, in order to advance the full exercise of women’s rights and the attainment of gender equality;

b. Continue their efforts to ensure that, where they exist, such laws are enforced and such policies fully implemented and monitored; and

c. Support the CIM in the full realization of the goals of the IAP, allocating it financial, human, and in-kind resources.


4.
To urge the Secretary General to:

a. Continue, with support from the CIM, promoting and working on full implementation of the IAP so as to succeed in mainstreaming women’s human rights and a gender equity and equality perspective in all OAS programs, activities, and policies;

b. Promote the inclusion of women’s human rights and gender equity and equality in reports published by the OAS;

c. Provide the CIM, as a specialized agency of the OAS, with sufficient human and financial resources to enhance its capacity to carry out its mandates, particularly those recognized as priorities by member states; and

d. Report, through the Permanent Council, to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.

[image: image2.wmf]PERMANENT COUNCIL

5.
Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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IMPLEMENTATION OF THE INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION ON THE PREVENTION,

PUNISHMENT, AND ERADICATION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN,

“CONVENTION OF BELÉM DO PARÁ” 

(Approved by the Committee at its meeting of May 14, 2013)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN:


Resolutions AG/RES. 2162 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2330 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2371 (XXXVIII-O/08), AG/RES. 2451 (XXXIX-O/09), AG/RES. 2544 (XL-O/10), AG/RES. 2692 (XLI-O/11) and AG/RES. 2711 (XLII-O/12), Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará”; and


The report on the follow-up mechanism to the Belém do Pará Convention pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2711 (XLII-O/12) to the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly (CP/doc.4830/13) and the progress made by the mechanism;


RECALLING that the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará,” is the first binding international legal instrument that specifically addresses violence against women, whereby the states parties undertake to act with due diligence to prevent, investigate, and punish violence against women;


CONSIDERING that the country and hemispheric reports prepared during multilateral evaluation rounds are an important reference point for tracking progress in the prevention, punishment, and eradication of violence against women and identify the challenges for future action;


NOTING WITH SATISFACTION the assistance rendered by the MESECVI in the adoption and implementation of the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence and its monitoring mechanism; and


CONSIDERING that 2014 will mark twenty years since the adoption of the Convention of Belém do Pará by the OAS General Assembly and that this historical moment warrants broad reflection on the impact of the Convention for states parties and on the work of the states parties in implementing it,

RESOLVES:


1.
To urge member states that have not already done so to give prompt consideration to ratifying or, as appropriate, acceding to the Convention of Belém do Pará, or participating in the Mechanism as observers, in accordance with Article 4(1) of the MESECVI Statute, and to undertake actions to prevent, punish, and eradicate violence against women.


2.
In preparation for the 2014 celebrations to mark the 20th anniversary of the adoption of the Convention of Belém do Pará and the 10th anniversary of the creation of its follow-up mechanism (MESECVI, 2004):

a.
To call on the States Parties to the Convention to organize, in 2014, national and subregional forums or meetings for progress reports on implementation of the Convention of Belém do Pará, within the available financial and human resources.

b.
The CIM Executive Secretariat to prepare the proposal for a Hemispheric Forum on “Progress Report on the Convention of Belém do Pará: 20 years of Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women,” as decided at the First Regular Meeting of the CIM Executive Committee 2013-2015.

c.
To instruct the Technical Secretariat of MESECVI to prepare a review of 20 years of the Convention of Belém do Pará for states parties – at the subregional and hemispheric level– that centers on the significance and influence of the Convention with respect to laws and policies on prevention and assistance, in order to identify corrective and preventive measures and measures for effective enforcement.


3.
To urge the States Parties to the Convention to:

a. Implement the recommendations of the MESECVI to encourage full compliance with the Convention of Belém do Pará;

b. Foster coordination between bodies responsible for implementing public policy on prevention, punishment, and assistance in cases of violence against women, and civil society organizations involved in the issue at the national, regional, and international level;

c. Make voluntary contributions to the MESECVI Specific Fund in order to furnish the Mechanism with the necessary human and financial resources to ensure its full, stable, and effective operation;

d. Establish or support mechanisms that facilitate technical assistance and cooperation at the national, regional, and international level for the exchange of information, experience, and best practices in implementing the Convention, in keeping with Articles 1.1.c and 10.4 of the MESECVI Statute;

e. Appoint their Competent National Authorities and Experts to the Mechanism if they have not already done so; and

f. Support the participation of their expert in the MESECVI process, in keeping with Article 2 of the Rules of Procedure of the Committee of Experts.


4.
To recognize with satisfaction the Committee of Experts for its initiative in preparing the Draft Strategic Plan of the MESECVI 2013-2017, which will be considered by the next Conference of States Parties.


5.
To request the Secretary General, within the available resources, to give priority to allocating the necessary human, technical, and financial resources for the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) to optimize its work as Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI.


6.
To request the Technical Secretariat of the MESECVI to:

a. Identify new and emerging areas to be included in the questionnaire proposal for the Evaluation Rounds of the MESECVI, in accordance with Article 7.b of the Rules of Procedure of the CEVI and within the available financial resources.

b. Provide advice to the Permanent Council of the Organization of American States and its respective organs on specific and relevant aspects of the situation of violence against women in the states parties.

c. Encourage awareness and use of the results of the work of the MESECVI, particularly its hemispheric reports, at the national and international level in order to strengthen the MESECVI’s role as a global authority on eradication of violence against women.


7.
To ask the Secretary General to report, through the Permanent Council, to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.


8.
To thank the Governments of Argentina, Mexico, and Suriname for their contributions to the Specific Fund of MESECVI in 2012.

9.
Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

PREVENTION AND ERADICATION OF SEXUAL EXPLOITATION

AND SMUGGLING OF AND TRAFFICKING IN MINORS

(Approved by the Committee at its meeting on May 14, 2013)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

BEARING IN MIND:


Resolution AG/RES. 2707 (XLII-O/12), “Prevention and Eradication of Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors,” as well as other resolutions adopted by the General Assembly in previous years on the subject of sexual exploitation, human smuggling, and trafficking in persons;


 The importance of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child of 1989 and of its Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography of 2000, the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime, and its Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime of 2006, the First Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons, held in Venezuela, the Rio de Janeiro Declaration and Call for Action to Prevent and Stop Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents of 2008, the Salvador Declaration on Comprehensive Strategies for Global Challenges: Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Systems and Their Development in a Changing World, that came out of the Twelfth United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, held in Salvador, Brazil, in 2010;


RECALLING the resolutions adopted by the IIN Directing Council regarding the prevention and eradication of sexual exploitation, smuggling, and trafficking in children and adolescents, particularly resolution CD/RES. 10 (82-R/07), adopted  in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, in 2007, which established the Inter-American Program for the Prevention and Eradication of Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors, entrusted the Director General of the IIN with developing a joint work proposal within the framework of that initiative, and supported the creation of an observatory in this area;

RECOGNIZING the progress made by the IIN in fulfillment of its mandates in the framework of the implementation of the Action Plan 2011-2015, which has been described in the Institute’s annual reports to the General Assembly and to the Permanent Council in pursuit of resolutions adopted by the General Assembly; as well, the annual report to the Secretary General on the steps taken to combat sexual exploitation of children (SEC) in the member states, pursuant to the mandate contained in AG/RES. 1667 (XXIX-O/99); and 
CONSIDERING:


That the sexual exploitation and smuggling of and trafficking in minors continues to have a considerable impact on our states, and so it is necessary to continue implementing effective policies and strategies to combat those criminal acts;


The importance of continued progress with bilateral, subregional, and regional efforts toward strengthening cooperation in fighting the sexual exploitation and smuggling of and trafficking in minors;


That, in the Charter of the Organization of American States, the member states reaffirm the importance of all children having access to education, and the importance of programs that promote enrollment and the retention of the student population in the school system and prevent them from dropping out, and of programs that support children who would otherwise be marginalized, discriminated against, and without access to school programs, including indigenous and other minority children, children whose rights have been violated, juvenile offenders, children with disabilities, working children, and children affected by conflict and/or humanitarian emergencies; and

BEARING IN MIND that the IIN has made progress in implementing the Inter-American Cooperation Program for the Prevention and Eradication of the Sexual Exploitation, Smuggling of and Trafficking in Children, which involves three areas of work: 1. Gathering and updating information about the topic of SEC in the region and making it available to the states parties; 2. Creating information and knowledge on the topic of the SEC to help the states parties in the design and implementation of their policies and actions intended to deal with this problem; and 3. Human resource training and specialized technical assistance for the states parties,
RESOLVES:


1.
To take note of the progress made in consolidating and deepening the three components of the Inter-American Cooperation Program for the Prevention and Eradication of the Sexual Exploitation, Smuggling of and Trafficking in Children and to express its satisfaction at the approval of the new Plan of Action of the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN), which includes a proposal for continuing the activities of the Inter-American Cooperation Program, while extending and developing them, in order to improve protection for children against new forms of sexual exploitation in the Hemisphere.


2.
To welcome with satisfaction the decision taken by the Directing Council of the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) at its 87th Regular Meeting in September 2012, in San José de Costa Rica, to rename the Inter-American Program in light of the proposal put forward by the General Assembly, at its session in Cochabamba, Bolivia, in June 2012, and bearing in mind international definitions in this field, as the “Inter-American Cooperation Program for the Prevention and Eradication of the Sexual Exploitation, Smuggling of and Trafficking in Children.”


3.
To urge the IIN to continue developing, with the support of the member states, new approaches to training human resources and strengthening technical capacities at the Institute.


4.
To acknowledge the work carried out by the IIN in the framework of the Inter-American Cooperation Program to restructure the architecture of the ANNAObserva Observatory so as to encourage greater interaction, and the publication of a virtual Spanish and English newsletter which enables states to receive periodic updated news in this area, notably the use of new technologies in these activities.


5.
To applaud the IIN’s efforts in the area of cooperation with the national commissions against sexual exploitation of the member states of the inter-American system, resulting in technical liaisons, to date, in 30 of the 34 OAS member states and to urge the IIN to continue promoting and strengthening horizontal cooperation and the coordination of efforts between these governmental agencies and within states, and to encourage, with respect for human rights, the adoption and application of effective legal standards to prevent and eradicate those criminal acts.


6.
To continue with the re-launch of the website Our Voice in Colors, which is intended to encourage the participation of children and adolescents in matters of public policy that concern them, in accordance with the recommendations of the Third World Congress against the Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents. This website makes available to organizations for adolescents recommendations and information to bolster their capacity to protect themselves against different forms of commercial sexual exploitation.


7.
Given the demand for knowledge in this area voiced by the states, to request the IIN to disseminate as broadly as possible its XII Report to the Secretary General, which focuses on analysis of the region’s experiences with strategies for restitution of the rights of victims of SEC.


8.
To instruct the Secretary General to continue coordinating the development of this program directly with the IIN, the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security (SMS)—especially the OAS Anti-Trafficking in Persons Coordinator—and the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development, as appropriate. 


9.
To request the IIN and the SMS to continue coordinating actions designed to provide advice to member states, when requested, in their efforts to adopt, amend, and implement their domestic regulations to prevent and combat sexual exploitation and smuggling of and trafficking in minors, including legislation on travel authorizations and migration control.


10.
To request the IIN to work jointly with the SMS—especially the OAS Anti-Trafficking in Persons Coordinator—to develop and implement the measures contained in the Work Plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere, relying on the support and advisory services of other bodies of the inter-American system and international agencies.


11.
To encourage the IIN and the member states to continue promoting the holding of regional and subregional meetings on “Prevention, protection, and restoration of the rights of children against commercial sexual exploitation in the Caribbean,” such as those held in Central America (Costa Rica, 2010), the Caribbean (Jamaica, 2011), and South America (Asunción, Paraguay, 2012), which led to the publication of the series entitled “Best Practices.”


12.
To request the IIN to continue reporting to the member states on successful experiences and progress in the area, including achievements in caring for victims and fighting crime in local or community contexts.


13.
To urge the authorities of the IIN to include information on follow-up to resolution AG/RES. 2707 (XLII-O/12) in the management report that it is to present at the 88th meeting of the Directing Council, to be held in Medellín, Colombia, on September 19 and 20, 2013.

14.
To invite those member states that have not yet done so to consider signing, ratifying, or acceding to, as appropriate, the international instruments relating to the fight against sexual exploitation and smuggling of and trafficking in minors.


15.
To encourage member states to consider seeking other means of increasing the funds allocated to the IIN, taking into account the expanded scope of this resolution, and to invite the permanent observers, international financial institutions, regional and subregional organizations, and civil society organizations to contribute to financing this inter-American Cooperation Program and the Specific Fund of the Inter-American Observatory on Prevention and Eradication of Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Minors, as well as the work of the OAS Anti-Trafficking in Persons Coordinator.


16.
To urge member states to establish and, where appropriate, strengthen programs for comprehensive and inter-disciplinary care for child and adolescent victims of sexual exploitation and trafficking, in particular those who have contracted HIV/AIDS, and children involved in smuggling, as well as measures to be considered to ensure full respect for their rights.


17.
To request the IIN to report to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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NOTE FROM THE DELEGATION OF GUATEMALA
 ENCLOSING A DRAFT RESOLUTION ENTITLED “RULES ON FOOTNOTES”


Government of Guatemala
Permanent Mission of Guatemala


Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Organization of American States

Note Verbale

M12-OEA-F.2.1 No. 514-2013

The Permanent Mission of Guatemala to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the Chair of the General Committee and has the honor of enclosing herewith a draft resolution entitled "Rules on Footnotes" with a view to its distribution to member states and subsequent approval.

The Permanent Mission of Guatemala to the Organization of American States avails itself of this opportunity to convey to the Chair of the General Committee assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., May 2, 2013

The Honorable

Chair of the Permanent Council of the

Organization of American States (OAS)

Washington, D.C.

DRAFT RESOLUTION

RULES ON FOOTNOTES

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

BEARING IN MIND the decision adopted by the Permanent Council at a regular meeting held on April 20, 2011, on inclusion of footnotes and annexation of documents to draft resolutions to be submitted to the General Assembly for consideration; 

RECOGNIZING that the inclusion of footnotes is a common practice of member states in their work in connection with the General Assembly of the Organization that is not currently addressed in the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly; and


RECOGNIZING ALSO the advisability of having in place rules on the use of footnotes, and that their introduction in the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly would contribute to clarity and transparency in the decisions of the General Assembly,

RESOLVES:

1. To adopt rules on the use of footnotes in its Rules of Procedure, as follows:

Article 81 bis:  Delegations may include footnotes in resolutions and declarations, registering them in writing with the Secretariat in the course of the plenary session at which the resolution or declaration was submitted for approval. The Secretariat shall bring all footnotes that it receives to the attention of the delegations prior to the final adoption of the relevant resolution or declaration. The first two lines of the footnote shall be published on the appropriate page and the remainder appended at the end of the resolution of declaration.

2. The General Secretariat shall ensure that the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly and any amendments thereto are duly observed.
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�.	On December 19, 2012, the Permanent Council adopted document CP/doc.4812/12 rev. 1, in which it asked the General Committee to establish a working group to review its mandates. 


�.	“Distribution of Mandates Assigned by the General Assembly at its Forty-second Regular Session and Ongoing Mandates from Previous Years” (adopted by the Permanent Council on August 22, 2012, and revised on April 17, 2013) (�HYPERLINK "http://scm.oas.org/IDMS/Redirectpage.aspx?class=CP/doc&classNum=4654&lang=e"��CP/doc.4793� rev. 2).


�.	The Annual Report of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation in Agriculture (IICA) was distributed to the delegations on March 5, 2013, as document CP/doc.4833/13.


�.	The Annual Report of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) was distributed to the delegations on February 28, 2013, as document CP/doc.4825/13.


�.	See footnote 1.


�.	The Government of Nicaragua feels that the references to the Summit of Cartagena, Colombia and the call to strengthen the so-called "Summit of the Americas" are inappropriate because, …


�.	The delegation of Ecuador expressly enters a reservation to the references to the Sixth Summit of the Americas, held on April 14 and 15, in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia…
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