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(Agreed upon by the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 22, 2013)

I. INTRODUCTION

This report refers to the activities of the CISC in 2012-2013, a period in which it addressed the mandates arising from the Summits of the Americas and the General Assembly of the Organization, as well as performing functions assigned by the OAS Permanent Council. The report documents achievements in specific activities conducted by the Committee members to fulfill those mandates.

II. AUTHORITIES

Article 21 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council establishes that “The representative of the member state presiding over the Summit process shall serve as chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.” Pursuant to that Article, the Committee was first chaired by Ambassador Andrés González Díaz, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the Organization of American States (OAS). Following the change of Chair of the Summits of the Americas process, Ambassador Arturo Ulises Vallarino Bartuano, Permanent Representative of Panama, was appointed Chair of the Committee.
/
III. MANDATES 

Article 22 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council establishes the functions of the CISC with respect to the Summits of the Americas process and to the participation of civil society in OAS activities. In addition to those functions, at its meeting on August 22, 2012, the Permanent Council also assigned to the CISC the task of following up on and implementing the following resolutions:
/
AG/RES. 2736 (XLII-O/12)
Increasing and Strengthening the Participation of Civil Society and Social Actors in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process

AG/RES. 2737 (XLII-O/12)
Support for and Follow-Up to the Summits of the Americas Process 

With a view to complying with the assigned mandates, the Chair presented Draft Work Plan CP/CISC-644/12, which was approved by the Committee at its meeting on November 21, 2012.

IV. ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT

In the period under review (2012-2013), the CISC held six regular meetings and one special meeting with civil society to address the following topics:

A. Support for and Follow-Up to the Summits of the Americas Process

Pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2737 (XLII-O/12), at its meeting on November 27, 2012, the Committee approved the Report on the Activities Entrusted to the OAS by the Sixth Summit of the Americas, which as was distributed with the classification CP/CISC-645/12 rev. 1 and presented at a joint meeting of the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development. 

The periodic report of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat on its work to support and strengthen the Summits process (CP/CISC/INF.17/13) was presented to the Committee at a subsequent meeting, held on May 10, 2013.

B. Participation of civil society in OAS activities
During this period, pursuant to point 6 of the Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)] and to Article 22.b of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council and other concurrent provisions, the Committee met, on October 5, 2012 and March 12, 2013 to consider 31 requests by civil society organizations to be registered with the Organization and a request for removal from the OAS roster of seven civil society organizations that had ceased operating.

As recorded in documents CP/CISC-649/12 and CP/CISC-679/13, the Committee decided to forward 29 requests by civil society organizations to be registered with the OAS to the Permanent Council for approval, along with the request for the removal from the roster of seven civil society organizations that had ceased to operate.

In addition to those requests, the Committee considered:

· Requests made by civil society organizations and users of the inter-American human rights system to participate in Permanent Council meetings on the proposals received for implementing the recommendations of the “Report of the Special Working Group to Reflect on the Workings of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights with a view to Strengthening the Inter-American Human Rights System” ; and
· Requests made by civil society organizations and users of the inter-American human rights system (IAHRS) to participate in the special meeting of the Permanent Council to be held on March 6, in keeping with the Schedule of Meetings for Stages III and IV of the Work Plan for Implementation of Resolution AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12).

With respect to the first point, on November 29, the Committee examined 24 requests by civil society organizations and, pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), submitted them to the Permanent Council with a recommendation to accept the participation of those organizations in the meetings to be held by the Permanent Council on December 7, 2012 as part of Stage II of the Work Plan for implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12). The report on this matter is available at the following link:  CP/CISC-653/12.

The Committee also examined two requests submitted by users of the system and other stakeholders and, based on the General Assembly stipulations contained in resolution AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12) and agreements by the Permanent Council contained in the Work Plan for implementation of resolution AG/RES. 2761 (XLII-O/12), decided to submit them to the Permanent Council with the recommendation that an invitation be extended to those users of the system and other stakeholders to take part in the Permanent Council meetings to be held on December 7, 2012.  The corresponding report was distributed as document CP/CISC-654/12.
With regard to the second point, the Committee examined 38 requests by civil society organizations and other actors or users of the system and, pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), agreed to submit those requests to the Permanent Council with the recommendation that their requests be accepted and that they be invited to participate in the special meeting to be held by the Permanent Council on March 6, 2013. The corresponding report is posted at CP/CISC-672/13.
In addition, on the subject of civil society organizations, a presentation was made at the meeting of March 12, 2013, on activities conducted in 2012 – 2013 by the Department of International Affairs in order to facilitate the participation of civil society organizations in OAS activities, (CP/CISC/INF.15/13). And on May 10, 2013, pursuant to the mandates contained in General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2736 (XLII-O/12) and Permanent Council resolutions CP/RES. 840 (1361/03) and CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), the CISC held a special meeting with civil society to receive the recommendations arising out of the X Hemispheric Forum of Civil Society and Social Actors “TOWARD A COMPREHENSIVE ANTI-DRUG POLICY IN THE AMERICAS.” Those recommendations were distributed with the classification CP/CISC-688/13 rev. 1.
C. Review of the mandates assigned to the Committee
Addressing the Permanent Council’s request to prepare a proposed prioritization of mandates taking into consideration the Strategic Vision document, on November 27 the Committee agreed to establish an Informal Working Group to review its mandates and elected Ambassador José de Jesús Martínez González, Alternate Representative of Panama to the OAS, to chair that group. The report on that informal working group’s activities was distributed as document CP/CISC-682/13.
D. Draft resolutions

Following previous practice, the Chair of the CISC submitted for consideration by the Committee the following two draft resolutions, which are appended to this report as Appendices I and II:

· Draft resolution,  “Support for and Follow-Up to the Summits of the Americas Process” (Approved by the Committee on May 10, 2013, ad referendum of a quorum), CP/CISC-680/13 rev. 2 (APPENDIX I)

· Draft resolution, “Increasing and Strengthening the Participation of Civil Society and Social Actors in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process” (Approved by the Committee on May 10, 2013, ad referendum of a quorum, with a paragraph in brackets pending), CP/CISC-683/13 rev. 2, (APPENDIX II)

V. CONCLUSION

The Chair is pleased to conclude that the Committee has actively and diligently pursued the tasks of following up on and implementing the mandates assigned to it under Article 22 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council and wishes to thank all the delegations and the staff of the General Secretariat for their support during this period. 

Ambassador Arturo Ulises Vallarino Bartuano
Permanent Representative of Panama

to the Organization of American States

Chair, Committee on Inter-American Summits Management
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AND CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATION


IN OAS ACTIVITIES
DRAFT RESOLUTION

SUPPORT FOR AND FOLLOW-UP TO THE SUMMITS OF THE AMERICAS PROCESS
/
/
(Approved by the Committee on May 10, ad referendum of the quorum)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the initiatives emanating from the First Summit of the Americas (Miami, 1994), the Summit of the Americas on Sustainable Development (Santa Cruz de la Sierra, 1996), the Second Summit of the Americas (Santiago, 1998), the Third Summit of the Americas (Quebec City, 2001), the Special Summit of the Americas (Monterrey, 2004), the Fourth Summit of the Americas (Mar del Plata, 2005), the Fifth Summit of the Americas (Port of Spain, 2009), and the Sixth Summit of the Americas (Cartagena de Indias, 2012);


RECALLING that, through resolution AG/RES. 1349 (XXV-O/95), the General Assembly established a special committee of the Permanent Council on inter-American summits management, and that, at its meeting of July 31, 2002, the Permanent Council decided to merge it with the Committee on Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities, thereby creating the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC), in order to ensure effective, timely, and appropriate follow-up of the activities assigned to the Organization of American States (OAS) by the Summits of the Americas and to coordinate the Organization’s preparation, participation, and follow-up with regard to future Summits;


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the acknowledgment by the Third Summit of the function that the CISC fulfills in coordinating the efforts of the OAS in support of the Summits of the Americas process and in serving as a forum for civil society to contribute to that process, as well as the establishment of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat;


RECALLING that at Summits of the Americas, the heads of state and government have recognized the important role played by the OAS in the implementation of decisions of the Summits of the Americas and as technical secretariat of the Summits process;


RECOGNIZING the work of the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG), which comprises the Organization of American States (OAS), the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the World Bank, the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), the Central American Bank for Economic Integration (CABEI), the Andean Development Corporation (CAF), the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB), the International Organization for Migration (IOM), the International Labour Organization (ILO), and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP);


RECOGNIZING ALSO the increasing emphasis placed by the heads of state and government on the importance of coordinated, timely, and effective follow-up of the Summits of the Americas mandates; and


RECALLING that at the ministerial meeting of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) held in the framework of the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly at Lima, Peru, in June 2010, the Secretary General of the OAS launched the Summits of the Americas Virtual Community (SVC) as a tool for modernizing the mechanisms for dialogue among all the actors involved in the Summits process,

RESOLVES:


1.
To urge member states to continue to implement the commitments of the Summits of the Americas and to promote and disseminate them within their respective national administrations.


2.
To renew the mandate to the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) to coordinate and follow up on the activities assigned to the Organization of American States (OAS) by the Summits of the Americas.


3.
To instruct the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization to continue to give the highest priority to carrying out the initiatives assigned to them by the General Assembly, in accordance with the mandates of the Summits of the Americas, and to report regularly on these activities, as appropriate, to the Permanent Council, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), and the CISC.


4.
To request that the General Secretariat, through the Summits of the Americas Secretariat (SAS), continue to serve as the institutional memory and secretariat of the Summits of the Americas process, advising the host country of the Summit and member states, as requested, in general on all aspects related to the Summits process, supporting follow-up and dissemination of Summit mandates, offering support to member states in implementing existing mandates and those of future Summits, and supporting preparatory activities and technical coordination for the next Summit of the Americas, to be held in 2015 in the Republic of Panama.


5.
To instruct the Permanent Council and, when appropriate, the SIRG, to continue to promote and facilitate the participation of social actors, including civil society, labor organizations, indigenous groups, the private sector, and youth, in the Summits of the Americas process and in activities related to topics assigned to the OAS by that process, as well as the efforts of member states to foster such participation.


6.
To urge member states, through the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG), to report annually on the implementation and follow-up of the mandates established in the Summits of the Americas process.


7.
To request the SAS to continue to report to the CISC and to the SIRG on the activities and programs being carried out in support of member states’ efforts to implement Summit mandates, and to report to the CISC on the technical input prepared by the General Secretariat of the OAS on the Summits process, including reports on inter-American ministerial meetings linked to the Summits process.


8.
To instruct the General Secretariat to continue, through the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG), chaired by the SAS, to coordinate and promote the implementation and follow-up in JSWG institutions of the mandates of the Summits of the Americas; to hold at least one meeting of agency heads each year to review progress made and plan joint activities, as a complement to the regular interagency meetings; and to report thereon to the CISC and the SIRG


9.
To request that the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG) continue to provide assistance in the preparatory activities for the next Summit of the Americas


10.
In order to strengthen the Summits of the Americas process and its link to the inter-American ministerial meetings:

a.
To urge member states to improve intersectoral coordination among ministers and authorities;

b.
To instruct the SAS to keep track of ministerial meetings and provide technical guidance for member states, as requested, on ways to strengthen internal coordination on the implementation of Summit mandates; and

c.
To urge countries hosting inter-American ministerial meetings to work with the SAS to ensure follow-up on relevant mandates from the Summits of the Americas and, as appropriate, to prepare for future Summits.


11.
To request the General Secretariat through the SAS to provide full support to the states in following up on and implementing Summit mandates, and in the use of the Summits of the Americas Follow-up System.


12.
To request the General Secretariat to make efforts, through the SAS and the member states, to promote and disseminate among the stakeholders involved in the Summits process the mandates emanating from the Summits of the Americas, so that they may contribute to their implementation.


13.
To request the General Secretariat to make efforts, through the SAS, to continue to explore and implement methods for promoting and increasing awareness and the participation of social actors in the Summits process, through the use of the Summits of the Americas Virtual Community (SVC) and other information and communication technologies, among others.


14.
To urge member states to continue contributing to the Specific Fund for the Summit Implementation Review Group in order to provide financial support for the Group’s activities.


15.
To request the General Secretariat to strengthen the SAS by providing it with the human and financial resources to fulfill its function as technical secretariat of the Summits of the Americas process efficiently and effectively.


16.
That execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources; and to instruct the Secretary General to seek additional voluntary funds to carry out the activities mentioned in this resolution.


17.
To instruct the General Secretariat to report to the General Assembly at its forty- fourth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION
INCREASING AND STRENGTHENING THE PARTICIPATION OF CIVIL SOCIETY

AND SOCIAL ACTORS IN THE ACTIVITIES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF

AMERICAN STATES AND IN THE SUMMITS OF THE AMERICAS PROCESS

(Approved by the Committee on May 10, ad referendum of a quorum,

pending paragraph in square brackets)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolution AG/RES. 2736 (XLII-O/12), “Increasing and Strengthening the Participation of Civil Society and Social Actors in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process”;


RECALLING that participation by civil society and other social actors in the activities of the Organization of American States (OAS) should take place in a context of close collaboration among the political and institutional bodies of the Organization and in compliance with the provisions of the Charter of the Organization of American States and resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities”;


TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION the “Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” adopted by the Permanent Council in resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03) and endorsed by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03), which requested “the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) to follow up on these strategies; to evaluate their implementation; and to propose amendments to them or new mechanisms for increasing and strengthening participation by civil society organizations in OAS activities”;

CONSIDERING that the Summits of the Americas process encourages full participation by civil society and other social actors and that, in the Declaration of Nuevo León, the Heads of State and Government undertook to institutionalize meetings with civil society and with the academic and private sectors; and that through resolution AG/RES. 2315 (XXXVII-O/07), “Participation of Workers’ Representatives in Activities of the Organization of American States,” the ministers of foreign affairs agreed to hold a dialogue with workers’ representatives, recognized as such by virtue of national law or practice, prior to the inaugural sessions of the General Assembly and the Summits of the Americas, so that said representatives may make recommendations and proposals for initiatives related to the theme of the General Assembly or the Summit of the Americas and directed toward the member states and the OAS;


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the Declaration of Mar del Plata recognizes the pivotal role the OAS plays in coordinating civil society participation in the Summits process;


UNDERSCORING that, in paragraph 94 of the Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain, the Heads of State and Government committed “to continue encouraging the participation of our peoples, through the engagement of our citizens, communities and civil society in the design and execution of development policies and programmes, by providing technical and financial assistance, as appropriate, and in accordance with national legislation to strengthen and build their capacity to participate more fully in the inter-American system”;


RECOGNIZING the participation of civil society and social actors in the Sixth Summit of the Americas,
/
/ held in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, on April 14 and 15, 2012;


RECALLING resolution AG/RES. 2737 (XLII-O/12), “Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process,” which instructed the Permanent Council to continue to promote and facilitate the participation of social actors, including civil society, labor organizations, indigenous groups, the private sector, and youth, in the Summits of the Americas process and in activities related to topics assigned to the OAS by that process, as well as the efforts of member states to foster such participation;


CONSIDERING that Articles 6 and 26 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter state, respectively, that “[i]t is the right and responsibility of all citizens to participate in decisions relating to their own development. This is also a necessary condition for the full and effective exercise of democracy. Promoting and fostering diverse forms of participation strengthens democracy” and that “[t]he OAS will continue to carry out programs and activities designed to promote democratic principles and practices and strengthen a democratic culture in the Hemisphere, bearing in mind that democracy is a way of life based on liberty and enhancement of economic, social, and cultural conditions for the peoples of the Americas. The OAS will consult and cooperate on an ongoing basis with member states and take into account the contributions of civil society organizations working in those fields”;


UNDERSCORING that the Social Charter of the Americas recognizes the importance for social development of the adoption of policies that promote, inter alia, citizen participation. (Paragraph pending -Preambular paragraph 9 of the Social Charter of the Americas)

NOTING the establishment of the Specific Fund of voluntary contributions to support the participation of civil society organizations in OAS activities and in the Summits of the Americas process, by resolution CP/RES. 864 (1413/04), for the purpose of supporting participation by civil society organizations and other social actors in OAS activities, including the dialogue among heads of delegation of member states, the Secretary General, and civil society organization representatives and other social actors, which has been included on the draft schedule for regular sessions of the General Assembly as a regular activity before the inaugural session, as established in resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03);


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolution AG/RES. 2395 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process,” which instructed the General Secretariat to develop a strategy for a coordinated approach to encourage civil society participation in OAS activities, for consideration by the member states;

RECOGNIZING the importance of participation by civil society organizations and other social actors in consolidating democracy and social development in all member states;


NOTING the contributions and recommendations suggested by civil society organizations and social actors at the On-line Forum held on April 18 to May 3, 2013, and the 10th Hemispheric Forum with Civil Society and Social Actors that took place on May 9, 2013, on the topic of the forty-third regular session of the General Assembly, “For a Comprehensive Policy to Fight Drugs in the Americas,” and the priorities on the inter-American agenda, as well as the comments received by the OAS General Secretariat on the Draft Declaration; and


BEARING IN MIND the contributions and input that civil society and social actors provided during the consultation “Connecting the Americas: Advancing Partnerships for Action” that took place on March 18, 2013, and the On-line Forum on that same topic held on March 5 to 15, 2013, in follow-up to the implementation of the mandates of the Summits of the Americas Process.

RESOLVES:


1.
To reaffirm the commitment and will of the member states and the Organization of American States (OAS) to continue strengthening and implementing effective mechanisms and concrete actions for participation by civil society and other social actors in the activities of the OAS and in the Summits of the Americas process.


2.
To instruct the Permanent Council, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), and the General Secretariat to continue, in coordination with all organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS, to facilitate the implementation of the Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations and other social actors in OAS Activities, adopted by the Permanent Council in resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03) and endorsed by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 1915 (XXXIII-O/03), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.”


3.
To instruct the Permanent Council to continue to promote and facilitate participation by civil society and other social actors in the Summits of the Americas and in the activities undertaken by the OAS as a result of the Summits of the Americas process, as well as efforts by the member states to foster said participation.


4.
To continue to actively support and promote the registration of civil society organizations and other social actors and their participation in OAS activities, and in its organs, agencies, and entities, with the support of the General Secretariat and in accordance with resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”


5.
To encourage all member states, permanent observers, and other donors, as defined in Article 74 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat and in other rules and regulations of the Organization, to consider contributing to the Specific Fund to Support the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities and in the Summits of the Americas process, in order to sustain and promote the effective participation of civil society organizations and other social actors in OAS activities in accordance with the goals set by the General Assembly and by the Heads of State and Government in the Summits of the Americas process, including the dialogue among the heads of delegation of the member states, the Secretary General, and the representatives of civil society organizations.


6.
To continue to urge member states to:

a. Participate in the dialogue of heads of delegation with representatives of civil society organizations in the context of General Assembly sessions and in the Dialogue with Ministers of Foreign Affairs and representatives of social actors in the Summits of the Americas; and

b. Continue their efforts, both domestically and multilaterally, to expand opportunities for participation by civil society organizations and other social actors in OAS activities and in the Summits of the Americas process.


7.
To encourage member states to continue reporting on existing procedures and regulations regarding consultations with civil society and other social actors, to allow for an exchange of experiences and best practices among the member states.


8.
To recognize the efforts of the Government of the Republic of Guatemala as host country of the forty third regular session of the General Assembly to work together with the General Secretariat and with civil society organizations and social actors to facilitate and organize their participation in the dialogue of heads of delegation, in accordance with resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03); and to encourage future hosts to continue to build on these traditions.


9.
To instruct the member states to continue, in the framework of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC), analyzing the Draft Strategy for Strengthening Civil Society Participation in the Activities of the Organization of American States (OAS) (CP/CISC-422/09 rev. 1) with a view to completing it; and to request the Permanent Council to consider the final draft in order to promote a coordinated approach that facilitates civil society participation in OAS activities.


10.
To instruct the General Secretariat to continue to support member states that so request in their efforts to increase the institutional capacity of their governments to receive, integrate, and incorporate civil society input and advocacy.


11.
To ask the General Secretariat to produce a follow-up report on the implementation of the strategies to increase and strengthen the participation of civil society organizations and social actors in the activities of the OAS and of its organs, agencies, and entities, in keeping with resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03), in order to identify the topics from CSOs that have been incorporated into the Organization's thematic agenda and to strengthen synergies.

12.
To request the General Secretariat to report to the Permanent Council before the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

FOOTNOTES 


3.
…the contents approved by Ecuador in other negotiating contexts, as appropriate


4.
…because, during that Summit, the Heads of State and Government were not able to address and did not adopt the Political Declaration that included the desire of the countries of Latin American and the Caribbean, out of solidarity,  that our sister Republic of Cuba participate unconditionally and on an equal sovereign footing  in that forum. We reaffirm that there can be no “Summit of the Americas” without the presence of Cuba. The mandates and operative sections of the core topics discussed formed part of the Political Declaration, and since that Declaration was not adopted, they were not adopted either, which is why Nicaragua does not agree that mention be made of those documents and mandates that were not adopted. 


5.
..… the contents approved by Ecuador in other negotiation contexts, as appropriate.


6.
… because, at that Summit, the Heads of State and Government did not address, nor did they approve, the Political Declaration that included the solidarity of the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean for the sister Republic of Cuba to participate unconditionally and on the basis of sovereign equality in that forum. We reaffirm that “Summits of the Americas” cannot be held without the presence of Cuba. The mandates and operative parts of the thematic areas were part of the Political Declaration and, since this was not approved, neither were they approved, and Nicaragua therefore does not agree that mention should be made of these documents and mandates that were not approved. 
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�.	The transfer of the chairmanship of the Summits Process from the Republic of Colombia to the Republic of Panama took place during a protocolary ceremony at OAS headquarters in January 2013.


�.	Distribution of Mandates Assigned by the General Assembly at its Forty-Second Regular Session (Adopted by the Permanent Council on August 22, 2012), �HYPERLINK "http://scm.oas.org/IDMS/Redirectpage.aspx?class=CP/doc.&classNum=4793&lang=e"��CP/doc.4793/12� rev. 1).


�.	The Republic of Ecuador expressly enters a reservation to references to the Sixth Summit of the Americas, held on April 14 and 15, 2012, in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, without prejudice to…


�.	The Government of Nicaragua considers that the reference to the Summit held in Cartagena, Colombia and the call to strengthen the so-called “Summit of the Americas” are inappropriate…


�.	The Republic of Ecuador places on record its express reservation to references to the Sixth Summit of the Americas, held from April 14 to 15 in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, without prejudice to...


�.	The Government of Nicaragua feels that reference to the Summit in Cartagena, Colombia, and the call  to strengthen the so-called “Summit of the Americas” are inappropriate,...
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