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OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS BY THE MEMBER STATES 

ON THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE INTER-AMERICAN INSTITUTE FOR COOPERATION ON AGRICULTURE (IICA) TO THE FORTY-FOURTH REGULAR SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY (CP/doc.4968/14)

(Presented at the Permanent Council meeting of May 14, 2014
by Dr. Víctor Villalobos, Director General of IICA)

Dr. Victor Villalobos, Director General of IICA, addressed the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 14, 2014, to deliver the Annual Report of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture to the Forty-Fourth Regular Session of the General Assembly CP/doc.4968/14.

In delivering the report, Dr. Villalobos drew on:

1. The Annual Report of IICA: CP/doc.4968/14
2. The summary of the Report: CP/doc.4968/14 add. 1

3. The remarks of the Director General: link
The following are the observations and recommendations made by the delegations (based on an unofficial transcript) after the Annual Report of IICA was delivered. The sole purpose is to provide the General Assembly with the Observations and Recommendations on the aforementioned Report. The official minutes of the Council meeting of May 14 will be prepared and consulted on following the established parameters.
During the Permanent Council meeting of May 14, 2014, the representatives of the Permanent Missions of Mexico, El Salvador, United States, Honduras, Dominican Republic, Belize, Paraguay, Bolivia, Peru, Dominica, Haiti, Colombia , Canada, Nicaragua, Saint Lucia, Guatemala, Chile, Grenada, Costa Rica, Argentina, and Ecuador thanked Dr. Villalobos, the IICA Director General, for presenting the Annual Report of IICA. Their observations were as follows:

· MEXICO: The delegation of Mexico noted the importance of the support provided by IICA in the National Crusade against Hunger and in field operations in Mexico for the country to maintain its phytosanitary status as Mediterranean fruit fly-free. The delegation recalled the role played by IICA, in partnership with the National Council for Science and Technology (CONACYT) of Mexico, in organizing a scholarship program under which 98 professionals from 20 countries in Latin America and the Caribbean pursued postgraduate studies at Mexican higher education institutions in agriculture-related subjects.

The delegation of Mexico reaffirmed IICA’s vital role in improving the agricultural sector’s productivity and competitiveness; in enhancing the contribution of agriculture to the development of rural areas and in maximizing the capacity of agriculture to mitigate and adapt to climate change; and in improving the contribution of agriculture to food security.
· EL SALVADOR: The delegation of El Salvador thanked IICA for its cooperation with El Salvador in particular, as agricultural development went hand in hand with opportunity to become self-sufficient in food production. It further noted the need to impact issues such as: technology in managing water for crop irrigation and the relationship of terms of trade of goods in international trade; in particular, the pricing of agricultural goods, given that there are other types of goods, especially manufactured goods and considering that for most Latin American countries and for nearly all countries of the hemisphere, the agricultural component is a key factor in development.

· UNITED STATES: the delegation of the United States expressed its appreciation for the comprehensive presentation of IICA’s annual report and encouraged the Director to continue his efforts to strengthen administrative and budgetary processes, reiterating the support of the US. The Representative also stated that the report serves as an important indicator of the IICA’s progress in promoting agricultural development throughout the Americas.
· HONDURAS: The delegation of Honduras congratulated the IICA Director General on the extension of his term in office and thanked him for the report highlighting the efficient execution of very important activities.

· DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: The delegation of the Dominican Republic underscored IICA’s support for agriculture, especially small- and medium-scale agriculture that benefit productivity and competitiveness of the agricultural sector and the livestock sector. It also expressed appreciation for the support IICA has provided the bi-national dialogue with the Republic of Haiti in ​​health and agriculture and quarantine.

· BELIZE: the delegation of Belize reiterated the importance of agriculture for most of the countries in the Americas, defining it as one of the principal pillars of Belize’s economy. The delegation also noted with pleasure that in the last four or five years, the productivity and exports of Belize have both grown and diversified due also to the assistance of IICA, a strategic partner of this country.
· PARAGUAY: The delegation of Paraguay stressed the importance of cooperation involving Paraguay, IICA, universities, and the private sector, and reiterated Paraguay’s commitment to the work of the Institute.

· BOLIVIA: The delegation of Bolivia reaffirmed the importance of IICA's contribution to the Americas on issues related to the food crisis and the climate crisis. It also noted the Institute’s significant contribution in agriculture, especially in family farming, recalling that 2014 is the International Year of Family Farming, a key factor in ensuring food security with sovereignty.

It spoke as well about the important contributions IICA has made in Bolivia. Through the Institute of Agricultural and Forestry Innovation, the National Agricultural Health and Food Safety, and the Ministry of Rural Development and Land, in 2013 IICA implemented a new modus operandi, becoming not an external player but part of the team implementing every policy in agriculture.

· PERU: The delegation Peru praised the work done by IICA in the region and in Peru, as well as its impact on poverty reduction and social inclusion. It also expressed satisfaction with IICA’s work in reducing the impact of climate change on agriculture and, in particular, the effects of this phenomenon on the water cycle and water management in the Andean region.

· DOMINICA: affirmed that agriculture plays a crucial role in the development and well-being of all the countries of the region. The Permanent Representative reiterated Dominica’s commitment to food security, nutritional well-being, and to revenue generation, and affirmed that agriculture represents an important element in the maintenance and survival of rural communities and the civilization and way of life that those rural communities represent.

Recognized IICA as a key strategic partner; IICA’s capacity to innovate and to support, and expressed its satisfaction since IICA has recognized the need to shift from supporting small farmers to promoting their exports.

· HAITI: The delegation of Haiti thanked IICA for the outstanding and important work carried out by the Institute. The delegation also thanked IICA for its cooperation with Haiti, and for its contribution to capacity-building for various bodies falling under the Haitian Ministry of Agriculture, through the creation of a scientific council under the Corda Project. The delegation of Haiti recalled as well that IICA had also signed three (3) agreements with the Haitian state, one of them with the Ministry of Tourism, notably as part of tourism development in Haiti.

· COLOMBIA: The delegation of Colombia joined in expressing appreciation for the report and requested that relations with IICA continue to be improved and strengthened.

· CANADA: the delegation of Canada thanked for the information sheet distributed by the IICA and noted that it is a very useful and very practical demonstration of the cooperation between IICA and the various member states and, in this particular case, with Canada. The delegation also noted IICA’s contribution in the linkages between poverty alleviation and sustainable agriculture.

· NICARAGUA: The delegation of Nicaragua recalled that Nicaragua had eleven IICA projects underway in that country. It stated that a future agenda will need to devote particular attention to issues related to climate change, natural disasters that cause droughts, floods, or pests that affect crop quality. Nicaragua also touched on the issue of access to water as a human right, and reported that the country continued efforts in this direction and viewed IICA's role in this as important.

· SAINT LUCIA: The delegation of Saint Lucia stated that the IICA has greatly assisted the country with the agricultural diversification program, which has been specifically designed to increase the participation of women and youth. IICA’s assistance in these two areas, as well as in its partnering with the Government of Mexico in installing greenhouse structures and the training in protected agriculture in Saint Lucia has been greatly appreciated.

· GUATEMALA: The delegation of Guatemala stressed the importance of technical cooperation relations with the Institute, which built capacity for the Ministry of Agriculture of Guatemala, giving technical viability to Zero Hunger agreements and to policies promoted by President Otto Pérez.  The delegation also recalled that IICA had been a very useful tool for the country and for the Coffee Producers Association, which is currently dealing with rust disease, a kind of fungus that is stuck on coffee plants.

· CHILE: The delegation of Chile described agriculture as vital to Chile, given that agricultural production and exports from that sector account for a significant percentage of the country’s GDP. It also recalled the critical role played by IICA in incorporating science and technology education into agriculture.

· GRENADA: The delegation of Grenada expressed gratitude for IICA’s technical cooperation with this country, particularly on organics and organic farming. Grenada welcomed the focus of the report on food security and climate change, but expressed the need to look also at the impact of food security on climate change; they also reminded that in the last decade fifty million people were lifted out of poverty and seventy million people were moved into the middle class, thus having an impact in terms of the consumption patterns of food in the region. The delegation also encouraged a further focus on looking at the carbon intensity of agriculture as it contributes to climate change, and urged the Director General to give further consideration to the Climate-Smart Agriculture Alliance and also to the Secretary General’s Summit on Climate Change, taking place in September of this year where climate-smart agriculture will be one of the features. Additionally, the delegation stated they would welcome further work and support for the area of aquaculture as it supports food security. Finally, they welcomed the investment and focus on technology and requested further information on how exporters can get access to financing to become much more HACCP compliant, to increase their exports to the markets in the region.

· COSTA RICA: Describing IICA’s work as very important to that country, the delegation of Costa Rica recalled that the IICA had strengthened public and private institutional capacity for Costa Rican agriculture, through strategic planning processes, investment programs, business plans, and projects pursued with the National Animal Health Service (SENASA). Costa Rica-IICA collaboration has also been instrumental in the areas of horticulture, cocoa, and beans.

· ARGENTINA: The delegation of Argentina expressed appreciation for the important contributions received and recalled that the farming and agri-food sector and rural populations in several provinces had received IICA technical cooperation to formulate investment projects and to manage and execute programs, projects, and initiatives. Thanks to IICA, institutional capacity was strengthened and Argentina participated in meetings organized by international regulatory forums such as the World Trade Organization, the World Organization for Animal Health, the International Plant Protection Convention, and Codex Alimentarius.  To conclude, the delegation stated that 160 individuals improved their knowledge about the vital issue of the impact of climate change on agriculture, and also learned more about carbon footprint regulations and water footprint as applied in the international agri-food trade.

· VENEZUELA: The delegation of Venezuela thanked IICA for the progress made through its programs and projects in Venezuela, which initiatives strengthened technical and institutional capacity in key areas such as agricultural health, integrated cattle management, rural tourism and water management, climate change, and food security, among other important areas.
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ECUADOR: The delegation of Ecuador said that IICA was an Institute working hand in hand with a number of state institutions, among them the Ministry of Agriculture, but that other institutions, or people, did not know about it and were not connected to the important work being done by IICA. The delegation said all of the OAS’ institutions needed more support for their work to be visible, better known, and defended by citizens. The delegation of Ecuador proposed that the OAS adopt and endorse the United Nations Declaration for this year as the Year of Family Farming and, on that basis, start promoting the work being done by IICA in the countries of the Americas and submit a report. Ecuador requested that Dr. Villalobos draft language for a possible resolution for the foreign ministers to adopt, each delegation having underscored the importance of family farming and the support the Institute enjoys in the countries of the Americas.

The delegations of Mexico, Bolivia, Nicaragua, Venezuela, and Dominica expressed support for the motion brought by the delegation of Ecuador.[image: image1.png]
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