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Excellency:


I have the pleasure to address Your Excellency in order to enclose herewith the Declaration of Asuncion, which our country hopes may be duly adopted at the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly, the highest organ of the Organization of American States, for which our government has proposed “Development with Social Inclusion” as the theme of its discussions.

The enclosed draft contains proposals that, based as they are on inter-American instruments, aim to reflect the aspirations of all the delegations. Therefore, we hope that they can be considered and enriched within the framework of a constructive, harmonious debate guided by a spirit of consensus.

In that regard, I humbly request your good offices in arranging for the General Secretariat to proceed with its translation into the official languages of the Organization and distribute it among the member states, with a view to it being taken up by the appropriate body in due course.


Accept, Excellency, renewed assurances of my highest consideration.


Elisa Ruiz Díaz

Ambassador


Permanent Representative of Paraguay to the OAS

His Excellency

Ambassador Pedro Verges

Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic
Chair of the OAS Permanent Council

Washington, D.C., USA

DRAFT DECLARATION OF ASUNCIÓN FOR THE FORTY-FOURTH REGULAR SESSION OF THE OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY:

“DEVELOPMENT WITH SOCIAL INCLUSION”

(Presented by the Permanent Mission of Paraguay)

THE MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND HEADS OF DELEGATION OF THE MEMBER STATES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS), gathered in Asunción, Paraguay, at the forty-fourth regular session of the OAS General Assembly,

1. REAFFIRMING the provisions of the Charter of the Organization of American States, the Inter-American Democratic Charter, the Social Charter of the Americas, the Declaration on Security in the Americas, and other inter-American instruments on promotion and observance of economic, social, and cultural rights, integral development, equitable economic growth, and the consolidation of democracy in the states of the Hemisphere;

2. CONSIDERING that, historically, American States have striven to offer their inhabitants the necessary conditions for their development and that, despite the achievement of satisfactory results, there remains broad scope for action on issues such as eradication of poverty and extreme poverty; inequity and social inequality; inclusive and quality education; and comprehensive health care, which would also help to buttress democracy, human rights, and citizen security;

3. RECOGNIZING that eradication  of poverty and hunger requires economic policies that encourage productivity and social development in our nations, that the elimination of poverty and extreme poverty are fundamental development goals, and that accomplishing them continues to be one of the main challenges of the Americas, since their persistence undermines fair social development and inclusion and reinforces patterns of discrimination and exclusion;

4. CONCERNED that, in spite of the efforts made, inequity and social exclusion continue, in different measures, to adversely affect our Hemisphere, and that tackling their causes and consequences is an imperative that should further unite the American States in their efforts to create better conditions for economic and social development, and promoting fairer societies, giving particular emphasis to participation for women, indigenous peoples, persons of African descent, children and adolescents, people with disabilities, and older persons; 

5. RECOGNIZING that a quality education accessible to all, with particular attention given to the most vulnerable groups, is essential for the development of the individual, and promotes social inclusion and the strengthening of democratic institutions;

6. MINDFUL that comprehensive health care is essential for a full and productive life and that lack of access to and insufficient health care aggravate marginalization and extreme poverty, for which reason universal and nondiscriminatory access to basic health services, including health education and prevention programs, is an ongoing commitment of our states;

7. RECOGNIZING that social justice and equity are essential for democracy, that the effective exercise of economic, social, and cultural rights are essential for their strengthening and observance, and that promotion and protection of human rights are fundamental for the existence of democratic societies;

8. REAFFIRMING that the basis and purpose of security is the protection of human beings and that conditions for public security are improved through full respect for social rights, the fight against poverty, social inclusion, education, and access to health care;
9. EMPHASIZING the fundamental role that public-private partnerships can play in enabling progress toward economic growth through the creation of more favorable conditions for private enterprise with social responsibility and decent, formal and productive work, capable of achieving general well-being and economic development for the peoples of the Hemisphere;
10. UNDERSCORING that inter-American cooperation for integral development is the common and joint responsibility of member states, within the framework of democratic principles, and that the purpose of the Organization of American States, through its Inter-American Council for Integral Development, is to promote partnership among the member states with a view to achieving their integral development;
11. AWARE of the vital importance of agriculture as a way of life for millions of rural families in the Hemisphere and that environmental protection and sustainable use of natural resources are essential for generating integral development; and
12. Bearing in mind the difficulties that some countries in the Hemisphere face as landlocked developing countries or small-island developing states,
DECIDE:
1. TO DECLARE that the eradication of poverty and extreme poverty, reduction of inequity and social exclusion, access to quality education, and the guarantee of comprehensive health care are priority objectives of the inter-American system, particularly the Organization of American States, to which the latter should devote special attention through the activities of its various organs and which bind the collaboration of each and every state in the Hemisphere.
2. TO REAFFIRM the commitment of the Americas to combating poverty in all its dimensions and to eradicating extreme poverty in the Hemisphere; to strengthening the resilience of countries to withstand external shocks and protect the progress made in reducing poverty and eliminating extreme poverty, taking into account the particular circumstances of each country, respect for their national sovereignty, and the Post-2015 Development Agenda drafting processes.
3. TO PROMOTE the formulation and implementation of sound economic and social policies in order to deepen economic development with equity and foster investment and the generation of employment in all sectors so as to encourage equitable income distribution with inclusive criteria.
4. TO BOOST public policies aimed at strengthening observance of human rights and ensuring full and effective participation in society for women, indigenous peoples, persons of African descent, children and adolescents, people with disabilities, and older persons; and to prevent, combat, and eliminate all forms of intolerance and discrimination, especially gender-based, ethnic, and racial discrimination.
5. TO INCORPORATE professional and technical training plans that increase investment in knowledge, aptitudes, competencies, and skills, as well as the development of new information and communication technologies in order to facilitate job market entry and reinsertion; support personal and professional advancement, with an emphasis on innovation; and maximize productivity in the economy and institution building.
6. TO IMPLEMENT policies for improving health care across all sectors of the population, ensuring universal access to care in order to reduce health inequalities, on the premise that public health is an investment that impacts on quality of life in our societies, in accordance with the principles promoted by the Health Agenda for the Americas 20082017: human rights, universality, comprehensiveness, accessibility and inclusion, Pan American solidarity, equity in health, and social participation.
7. TO CONTINUE observance of democratic principles and human rights as a cornerstone of the social, political, and economic development of the peoples of the Americas, bearing in mind that democracy and integral development are interdependent and mutually reinforcing.
8. TO INCLUDE a multidimensional approach in their security policies that contributes to integral development and social justice, taking into account that development and security are interdependent. In that regard, it is important to undertake joint measures in combating transnational organized crime and illicit trafficking.
9. TO STRENGTHEN public-private partnerships with the aim of eradicating poverty and fomenting and incentivizing full, productive, and decent employment under the aegis of social protection systems.
10. TO TAKE THE LEAD in planning, creation, and modernization of mobility, energy, and connectivity infrastructure, given the strategic role that it plays in galvanizing economies, generating employment, and promoting sustainable development.  To that end, to commit to giving priority to works that stimulate the mobility of economic agents and broaden and improve public services provision and access, utilizing, where appropriate, strategic partnership mechanisms with the private and nongovernmental sectors.
11. TO SUPPORT, through inter-American and subregional cooperation programs, the achievement of national objectives of the member states and respect the priorities established by each country in its development plans. In that regard, to instruct the General Secretariat to continue and expand the coordinated work of the inter-American networks in terms of exchanging experience, broadening educational and training opportunities for our inhabitants, technical assistance, and partnership for development.
12. TO PRIORITIZE implementation of public policies and intersectoral programs on social inclusion as a key element in achieving democratic governance and full observance of human rights. In order to move forward in this regard, to reaffirm the need for multilateral organizations to coordinate their efforts in support of member states more closely and to request the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development to reinvigorate the OAS-IDB-ECLAC Tripartite Committee, including PAHO, so as to establish a coordinating mechanism [image: image2.wmf]PERMANENT COUNCIL

for its efforts with a view to pursuing a common agenda in this area.
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