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DRAFT RESOLUTION
DRAFT INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION ON PROTECTING 
THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF OLDER PERSONS
/
/
(Agreed upon by the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 23, 2014)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
RECALLING resolution AG/RES. 2792 (XLIII-O/13), “Draft Inter-American Convention on Protecting the Human Rights of Older Persons” and all its relevant earlier resolutions;
TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:
The mandate articulated by the Heads of State and Government at the Sixth Summit of the Americas
/ “to advance in strengthening the protection of the human rights and fundamental freedoms of older persons through promotion of public policies, programs, and services, thus safeguarding their dignity, their physical, mental and social well-being, and their quality of life, bearing in mind efforts underway at the inter-American level to draft a legally binding instrument for the protection of the rights of older persons and consideration of the issue at the international level”;
The presentation to the Permanent Council on April 26, 2012, of the Draft Inter-American Convention on the Human Rights of Older People (CAJP/GT/DHPM-37/12) pursuant to the mandate in resolution AG/RES. 2654 (XLI-O/11);
RECOGNIZING the progress made by the Working Group with the formal negotiation of the Draft Inter-American Convention on the Human Rights of Older Persons, seen in document CAJP/GT/DHPM-37/12 add. 29 corr.1, which shall be used as the basis to continue with the formal process of negotiation aimed at preparing an inter-American convention on the human rights of older persons; and 
CONVINCED of the need for a legally binding regional instrument to protect the human rights of older persons, 
RESOLVES:
1.
To request the Permanent Council to extend the mandate of the Working Group on Protection of the Human Rights of Older Persons, so that it can conclude the process of formal negotiation of the Draft Inter-American Convention on the Human Rights of Older Persons and seek to present it to the General Assembly for adoption at its forty-fifth regular session. 
2.
To urge member states to continue their every effort and resolute participation in order to conclude negotiation of the draft Inter-American Convention on the Human Rights of Older Persons.
3.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-fifth regular session on the implementation of this resolution.  Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources. 
FOOTNOTES

1. … UN Open-ended Working Group on Ageing concerning a recommended approach to addressing the needs of this vulnerable group. Canada is notably concerned by the prospect of duplication of international work in this area and believes it prudent to await clarification from the UN Open-ended Working Group concerning what gaps may exist in the current international rights framework in this area and what additional instruments, if any, may be required before the OAS considers the relative merit of moving ahead with an inter-American convention. Canada encourages the OAS to focus on strengthening the effectiveness of existing human rights instruments rather than creating new and potentially duplicative processes before there is a clearly identified need.
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… including with respect to their enjoyment of human rights.  However, the OAS should await the conclusions of the United Nations Open-ended Working Group on Ageing and consider those conclusions before continuing its already lengthy and costly, multilateral process of negotiating and drafting an Inter-American Convention.  We, therefore, have not participated actively in the Working Group on Protection of the Human Rights of Older Persons and reserve our position on the draft that the Working Group has prepared.  Moreover, the United States continues to encourage the OAS to focus on measures to improve respect by member states for their human rights obligations to older persons under existing human rights treaties as a potentially more effective and immediate way to address what we all recognize to be very serious problems in this area.

3. … without prejudice to the contents approved by Ecuador in other negotiation contexts, as appropriate.
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�..	Canada reserves its position on the necessity of creating a draft inter-American convention for the advancement and protection of the rights of older persons pending the outcome of deliberations in the… 


�.	The United States remains convinced of the importance of working in the OAS and in the United Nations to address the many challenges faced by older persons in this hemisphere and throughout the world, ….


�.	The Republic of Ecuador enters its express reservation to references to the Sixth Summit of the Americas, held in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, on April 14 and 15, 2012, …
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