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DRAFT DECLARATION

PAN AMERICAN AND PARAPAN AMERICAN GAMES, CENTRAL AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN GAMES, AND PEACE
(Agreed upon by the Permanent Council at its meeting of May 27, 2014)
RECOGNIZING the values well established by the Pan American and Parapan American Games, with a focus on peace and community cohesion within and among nations during the Games that encourage a peaceful environment and ensure the safe passage and participation of athletes and other relevant persons at the Games, and thereby mobilize the youth of the world to the cause of peace; 

HIGHLIGHTING the value of sport in promoting healthy living, education, diversity and inclusion, development, peace and global citizenship, all of which are basic objectives of the work of the Organization of the American States (OAS);

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that sport has the potential to foster peace and development, build strong and resilient societies and to contribute to an atmosphere of tolerance and understanding; 

REAFFIRMING that sport is a tool for education that can promote cooperation, solidarity, social inclusion and health at the local, national and international levels, promoting equality for all individuals;

RECOGNIZING the need to strengthen and coordinate efforts, including multi-stakeholder partnerships at all levels to maximize the potential of sport for contributing to the achievement of internationally agreed development goals and national peacebuilding priorities; 

ACKNOWLEDGING that Games which bring together athletes from many countries  for a common competitive cause can mobilize leaders, athletes and young people of the world behind the cause of sport and peace and allow the nations of the word, even in times of conflict and discord, to meet together in friendly athletic competition; 

RECOGNIZING the policies and practices which promote the potential of sport as a tool for social and humanitarian reconciliation and which advocate in favour of a culture of peace and support the integral development of communities. 

RECOGNIZING that the goals of multinational competitions include a commitment to build a peaceful and better world by educating the youth of the world through sport, practised without discrimination of any kind and based on mutual understanding, friendship, solidarity and fair play;

RECALLING relevant articles of international conventions on leisure, recreation, sport and play, including Article 30 of the Convention of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities that recognizes  the right of persons with disabilities to take part, on an equal basis with others, in cultural life, recreation, leisure and sport; and
UNDERLINING the importance of guaranteeing inclusion for persons with disabilities in all aspects of development including access to sport, and in support of the principle of “sports for all,”
We declare the Veracruz 2014 Central American and Caribbean Games constitute a space of harmony and friendship among the participating countries and to include programming that encourages the values of equity, inclusion, and peace. 

We declare the Toronto 2015 Pan American and Parapan American Games to unfold under the banner of peace and to include programming that promotes , in both the host and participating countries, the aspirations of this Resolution. 

We laud the holding of the Santiago 2014 Para South American Games, which proceeded in an atmosphere of peace among the sportsmen and women from the different countries taking part.
We also commend the election of Lima as host of the 2019 Pan American and Parapan -American Games and the intention of the Government of Peru to encourage the practice of sport as a mean to foster development and social inclusion as well as to strengthen education and health of children and youth of our continent. 

We encourage the use of sport as a vehicle to foster development and strengthen education for children and young persons; prevent disease and promote health, including the prevention of drug abuse; empower girls and women; foster the inclusion of, and bring visibility to the potential of persons with disabilities promoting their engagement in development; and facilitate social inclusion, conflict prevention and peacebuilding;

We request the OAS Secretariat to carry out the necessary actions, with the support of its member states, to promote this declaration. 
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