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I. INTRODUCTION

This report focuses on the activities of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) during the 2013-2014 period, which addressed mandates arising from the General Assembly of the Organization, as well as other activities assigned by the Permanent Council of the Organization or requested by member state delegations. 

II. OFFICERS
During the period under consideration, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) was installed by the Permanent Council on June 26, 2013, and, as provided for in Article 28 of the Rules of Procedure of the Council, the Permanent Council, at its regular meeting of August 7, 2013, elected by acclamation Ambassador Arturo Vallarino, Permanent Representative of Panama to the Organization of American States (OAS), as Chair of the CAJP, and Ambassador Diego Pary, Permanent Representative of Bolivia as Vice Chair, for the period until December 2013. From January to June 2014, Ambassador Diego Pary would serve as Chair of the CAJP and Ambassador Arturo Vallarino as Vice Chair (CP/CAJP-3187/13 rev. 4). 

III. MANDATES
Pursuant to Articles 17 and 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the CAJP has the following duties: 
Article 17:  Study topics of this nature entrusted to it by the Permanent Council. 

Article 18: Consider the reports of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights referred to in Article 91.f of the Charter. It shall also submit their reports, with observations, recommendations, and accompanying draft resolutions, to the Permanent Council.
In addition, in keeping with Article 30 of its Rules of Procedure, the Permanent Council agreed at its regular meeting of July 10, 2013, that among the duties established in Articles 21 and 22 of the aforementioned Rules of Procedure, the CAJP would be responsible for the mandates assigned in the document “Distribution of Mandates Assigned by the General Assembly at its Forty-third Regular Session and Ongoing Mandates from Previous Years” (CP/doc.4924/13 rev. 1).

In order to fulfill its mandates, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs approved its Work Plan for 2013-3014 (document CP/CAJP-3187/13 rev. 4) at its meeting of September 10, 2013.
The activities completed by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs during the 2013-2014 period are summarized below. 

IV. ACTIVITIES
· Meetings held to fulfill mandates assigned by the Permanent Council 

The CAJP held 16 regular meetings and four special events (one course and three special meetings). The Working Group to Classify the Mandates of the CAJP held five meetings. The Working Group on Protection of the Human Rights of Older Persons held 20 meetings.
/
· Application for OAS permanent observer status
On October 11, 2013, the CAJP, opened discussion on the requests of Montenegro, the Sovereign Order of Malta, and the Principality of Liechtenstein to be granted permanent observer status to the Organization of American States, documents CP/doc.4852/13, CP/doc.4921/13, and CP/doc.4934/13, respectively, which were presented on the floor by the Director of the Department of International Affairs, Mr. Jorge Sanín, on the basis of documents CP/CAJP/INF.195/13, CP/CAJP/INF.200/13, and CP/CAJP/INF.199/13, respectively. On that occasion, the CAJP decided to recommend to the Permanent Council that the respective resolutions be issued to grant permanent observer status to Montenegro, the Sovereign Order of Malta, and the Principality of Liechtenstein. The report of the Chair of the CAJP on this matter and the corresponding draft resolution were published as document CP/CAJP-3198/13.

· Discussion of the methodology for presenting draft resolutions
At the meeting of April 7, 2014, a methodology for submitting CAJP draft resolutions was presented to the Committee for consideration. It was approved at its meeting of May 1, 2014, as recorded in document CP/CAJP-3221/14 rev. 2.

V. ACTIVITIES PERTAINING to implementation of general assembly mandates for which follow-up has been assigned to the CAJP  
i. PROMOTION OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 

1. Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law: AG/RES. 2791 (XLIII-O/13)

At the CAJP meeting of February 20, 2013, the Director of the Department of International Law, Dr. Dante Negro, presented the Report on the Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law, contained in document CP/CAJP/INF.211/14.
2. Promotion and Respect for International Humanitarian Law: AG/RES. 2795 (XLIII-O/13) 
At is meeting of September 13, 2013, the CAJP held a videoconference with the National Committees on International Humanitarian Law, which were meeting in San José, Costa Rica. Documents CP/CAJP-3186/13 rev. 2 and CP/CAJP/INF.135/11 rev. 1 were distributed in preparation for that meeting. 

The audio recording of the discussions is available at the following link:

http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2013/CP_CAJP_3186_09-13-2013.mp3
The CAJP considered that matter at its meeting of October 24, 2013, at which Dr. Elizabeth Villalta Vizcarra, a member of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, presented said committee’s report titled “Model Law on the Protection of Cultural Assets during Armed Conflicts” (CP/doc.4857/13).

On October 31, the Committee discussed preparations for the Sixth Course on International Humanitarian Law (CP/CAJP-3192/13 rev. 1) along with the agenda for the special meeting (CP/CAJP-3193/13 rev. 1). On December 12, 2013, the CAJP considered and adopted the Agenda for the Sixth Course as amended by the meeting. Said agenda was later distributed as document CP/CAJP-3192/13 rev. 4.

The Special Meeting on International Humanitarian Law of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, convened pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 2795 (XLIII-O/13), “Promotion of and Respect for International Humanitarian Law,” was held on January 31, 2014, with the collaboration of the OAS Department of International Law and the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC).
The agenda for the meeting was issued in document CP/CAJP-3192/13 rev. 6.
The audio recording of the meeting is available at the following links: 

http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2014/CP_CAJP_3193_01-31-2014 AM.MP3    

http://scm.oas.org/Audios/2014/CP_CAJP_3193_01-31-2014 PM.MP3  

Taking part in the Special Meeting were the following:  Mr. Roberto Dondisch, Chief Negotiator of Mexico for the Arms Trade Treaty, Director General for Global Issues, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Mexico, who spoke on the topic of “Arms challenges”; and Ms. Andrea Harrison, Legal Advisor, Regional Delegation for the United States and Canada, International Committee of the Red Cross, who spoke on “Other treaties” regarding “promotion of implementation processes relating to the protection of cultural property.” Also taking the floor were Ms. Elizabeth Villalta, an OAS Inter-American Juridical Committee member; and Mr. Armando Meneses, Legal Advisor, Regional Delegation for Mexico, Central America and Cuba, International Committee of the Red Cross. Finally, Mr. Dondisch addressed the meeting on the “Humanitarian effects of nuclear weapons.” 

ii.
OAS ORGANS, AGENCIES AND ENTITIES WHOSE ANNUAL REPORTS ARE CONSIDERED IN THE CAJP
As set forth in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter, it is the duty of the Permanent Council “to consider the reports of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, of the General Secretariat, of the specialized agencies and conferences, and of other bodies and agencies, and present to the General Assembly any observations and recommendations it deems necessary.”


Pursuant to Article 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the CAJP “shall consider the reports of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights referred to in Article 91.f of the Charter. It shall also submit their reports, with observations, recommendations, and accompanying resolutions, to the Permanent Council.” 
3. Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights 

Inter-American Court of Human Rights President Judge Humberto Antonio Sierra Porto presented the Court’s Annual Report for 2013 (CP/doc.4965/14) to the CAJP on April 5, 2014. 

The accompanying report with the member states’ observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the Court, which also provides a summary of the remarks made from the floor, includes the observations submitted in writing by member states as well as a link to the video of the webcast of the CAJP meeting of April 5, 2014, and was distributed as document CP/CAJP-4965/14.

4. Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Juridical Committee 

Dr. David P. Stewart, Inter-American Juridical Committee member, presented the IJC Annual Report for 2013 (CP/doc.4956/14) to the CAJP on February 20, 2014. 

The accompanying report contains a summary of the remarks member states made from the floor as well as a link to the video of the webcast of the CAJP meeting of February 20, 2014, and was distributed as document CP/CAJP-3262/14.
5. Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 

At its meeting of April 23, 2014, the CAJP received the Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights for 2013 (CP/doc.4964/14), presented by the Commission President, Commissioner Tracy Robinson. 

The accompanying report with the member states’ observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the IACHR, which provides a summary of the remarks made from the floor, includes the observations submitted in writing by member states as well as a link to the video of the webcast of the CAJP meeting of April 23 and was distributed as document CP/CAJP-3256/14.

6. Observations and Recommendations on the Annual Report of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas 

On April 23, 2014, the CAJP received the Annual Report of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas (JSCA) for 2013 (CP/doc.4985/14), presented by the Executive Director of the JSCA, Dr. Douglas Cassel. 

The accompanying report with the member states’ observations and recommendations on the Annual Report of the Justice Studies Center of the Americas, which provides a summary of the remarks from the floor as well as a link to the audio recording of the CAJP meeting of April 23, 2014, was distributed as document CP/CAJP-3261/13.

iii.
INTER-AMERICAN INSTRUMENTS, MECHANISMS, AND PROGRAMS WITHIN THE PURVIEW OF THE CAJP 

7. Draft Inter-American Convention on Protecting the Human Rights of Older Persons: AG/RES. 2792 (XLIII-O/13)

At its meeting of October 11, 2013, the CAJP considered modifications to its Calendar of Activities and Work Plan (documents CP/CAJP/INF. 204/13 and CAJP/GT/DHPM 100/13 rev. 2, respectively).
The position of Chair of the Working Group on Protection of the Human Rights of Older Persons was filled by Ms. Ana Pastorino, Alternate Representative of Argentina, until January 30. On February 20, 2014, the CAJP proceeded to elect the Alternate Representative of Panama to the OAS, Mr. Iván Chanis Barahona, as Chair of the Working Group (CP/CAJP/SA-553/14 rev. 1).
On May 15, 2014, the CAJP considered the report presented by the Chair of the Working Group on the Group’s activities, document CAJP/GT/DHM-139/14.
8. Support for the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities and Its Technical Secretariat: AG/RES. 2785 (XLIII-O/13)


At the meeting of April 3, the CAJP followed up on the mandate from the General Assembly.
The Final Report of the Third Special Meeting of the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities (CEDDIS), held on November 21 and 22, 2013, in San José, Costa Rica, was published as document CP/CAJP/INF.214/14.
9. Meetings of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas: AG/RES. 2783 (XLIII-O/13)

On April 3, 2014, the CAJP followed up on the mandate issued in General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2783 (XLIII-O/13), in respect of the Meetings of Ministers of Justice or Other Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas.
10. Adoption of Progress Indicators for Measuring Rights under the Protocol of San Salvador: AG/RES. 2798 (XLIII-O/13) 


At its meeting of November 21, 2013, the CAJP considered the document “Progress Indicators for Measuring Rights Contemplated in the Protocol of San Salvador (GT/PSS/doc.9/13) – Second Group of Rights,” CP/CAJP/INF.206/13, which was supported by an extensive presentation on the topic by the Working Group to Examine the Periodic Reports of the States Parties to the Protocol of San Salvador, delivered by said group’s independent expert, Dr. Laura Pautassi. The presentation was later distributed as document CP/CAJP/INF.206/13 add. 1.

11. Strengthening the Activities of the Inter-American Program of Judicial Facilitators: AG/RES. 2768 (XLIII-O/13)

On October 31, 2013, the CAJP heard a presentation by Mr. Pedro Vuskovic Céspedes, Coordinator of the Inter-American Judicial Facilitators Program, whose work was being carried out through the Secretariat for Legal Affairs.
iv.
HUMAN RIGHTS PROMOTION AND PROTECTION 

12. Access to Public Information and Protection of Personal Data: AG/RES. 2811 (XLIII-O/13)
At its meeting of April 3, 2014, the CAJP considered the proposed Preliminary Draft Inter-American Program on Access to Public Information (CP/CAJP-3135/13), presented by the Department of International Law. 
13. Human Rights Defenders:  AG/RES. 2789 (XLIII-O/13)

At its meeting of March 5, 2014, the CAJP did a general follow-up of this matter, examining the efforts made by individuals, groups, and organizations of civil society working to promote and protect human rights. The corresponding presentation was made by Dr. Álvarez Icaza, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, and distributed as document CP/CAJP/INF.217/14.

14. Right to the Truth: AG/RES. 2800 (XLIII-O/13)

At its meeting of September 26, 2013, the CAJP considered preparations for a special event related to the right to the truth. A draft agenda had been drawn up and distributed as document CP/CAJP-3194/13.

15. Human Rights, Sexual Orientation, and Gender Identity and Expression: AG/RES. 2807 (XLIII-O/13)

At its meeting of March 5, 2014, the CAJP did a general follow-up of the matter and heard a presentation on it by Dr. Emilio Álvarez Icaza, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.
16. Toward Autonomy for Official Public Defenders/Criminal and Civil Legal Aid Providers as a Guarantee of Access to Justice: AG/RES. 2801 (XLIII-O/13)

On October 31, 2013, the CAJP decided to hold a special meeting on the exchange of best practices and experiences with public defenders as a guarantee of access to justice for persons in situations of vulnerability, CP/CAJP-3191/13 rev. 1. 

At its meeting of March 21, 2014, the CAJP received the report of the Department of International Law of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs on the implementation of operative paragraph 11 of General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2801 (XLIII-O/13). The report of the Department of International Law titled “Report on Good Practices in Access to Justice and Public Defense in the Americas” was presented by Dr. Magaly McLean, Principal Attorney in that department, and is available at the following link: CP/CAJP/INF-224/14 
At that meeting, the CAJP heard presentations by special guests from the member states, in the order in which they registered to participate in the special meeting:  Ms. Marta Iris Muñoz Cascante, Director of the Public Defender's Office of Costa Rica; Mr. Georgy Schubert, National Ombudsman of Chile; Ms. Alexandra Cárdenas, Director of the National Public Defender’s System of Colombia; Mr. Mario Alberto Torres López, Director General of the Federal Public Defense Institute, Federal Judicial Council of Mexico; and Ms. Stella Maris Martínez, Public Defender of Argentina and Secretary General of AIDEF.

The agenda for the special meeting, document CP/CAJP-3191/13 rev. 3, is available at the following link:
· Link
The audio recording of the meeting is available at the following link: 

· Link
17. Persons Who Have Disappeared and Assistance to Members of Their Families: AG/RES. 2794 (XLIII-O/13)

At its meeting of March 5, 2014, the CAJP heard a presentation by the International Committee of the Red Cross, given by Mr. Mark Silverman, Deputy Head of the Regional Delegation for the USA and Canada, on the topic “Addressing the needs of families of persons who have disappeared.” In addition, member states presented information on domestic measures taken in connection with the provisions of the “persons who have disappeared and members of their families” resolutions adopted by the General Assembly since 2005. The corresponding document was distributed as CP/CAJP/INF.218/14.


Presentation of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) to the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, March 5, 2014, CP/CAJP/INF.218/14
18. The Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families:  AG/RES. 2790 (XLIII-O/13) 

At the CAJP meeting of March 5, 2014, , the CAJP did a general follow-up of the topic “The human rights of migrants, including migrant workers and their families,” through a presentation by Dr. Emilio Alvarez Icaza, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.
19. Prevention and Reduction of Statelessness and Protection of Stateless Persons in the Americas:  AG/RES. 2787 (XLIII-O/13)

On February 20, 2014, Dr. Dante Negro, Director of the Department of International Law, made a presentation to the CAJP on the work his department was carrying out on this subject in conjunction with the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).
20. Protecting Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms While Countering Terrorism:  AG/RES. 2799 (XLIII-O/13)

The CAJP addressed this topic at its meeting of February 13, 2014, at which a presentation was given by Dr. Emilio Álvarez Icaza, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.
At the meeting on Wednesday, March 5, 2014, the Executive Secretary of the Commission, Dr. Álvarez Icaza, was once again present and made a brief presentation to the CAJP. His presentation was distributed as document CP/CAJP/INF.217/14.
21. Recognition and Promotion of the Rights of People of African Descent in the Americas: AG/RES. 2784 (XLIII-O/13)

The Session for Sharing Good Practices and Successful Experiences for the Social Inclusion of the Afro-descendant Population among the Members States was held December 12, 2013, in the framework of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs. This session was held pursuant to a mandate issued in General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2784 (XLIII-O/13) “Recognition and Promotion of the Rights of People of African Descent in the Americas.” On that occasion, Ms. Judith Morrison, Senior Advisor of the Inter-American Development Bank on gender and diversity issues made a presentation, which was distributed as document CP/CAJP/INF.209/13.
VI. NEW DRAFT RESOLUTIONS INTRODUCED DURING THIS PERIOD AND NEGOTIATED WITHIN THE CAJP 

22. Annual Reports of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the Inter-American Juridical Committee, and the Justice Studies Center of the Americas
On April 11, this draft, prepared by the Chair, was distributed as document CP/CAJP-3227/14. It combined in a single resolution the reports that the CAJP is charged with receiving pursuant to Articles 17 and 18 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council. In particular, Article 18 assigns the CAJP the duty of considering the reports of the Inter-American Juridical Committee, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights referred to in Article 91.f of the Charter. It also charges the CAJP with submitting their reports, along with observations, recommendations, and accompanying draft resolutions, to the Permanent Council. This draft resolution was approved by the Committee and forwarded for consideration by the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session. 
23. Promotion of International Law
The draft resolution “Promotion of International Law” was presented by the Chair of the CAJP and distributed on April 11, 2014, as document CP/CAJP-3226/14. It integrates into a single resolution two matters that in previous years had been presented as separate resolutions, namely, promotion of the International Criminal Court and the Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law. This draft resolution was approved by the Committee and forwarded for consideration by the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session.
24. Recognition of the International Decade for People of African Descent
The draft resolution “Recognition of the International Decade for People of African Descent” was presented by the delegation of Colombia and distributed on April 15, 2014, as document CP/CAJP-3232/14. It was approved by the Committee and forwarded for consideration by the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session.
25. Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in the Business Sector
The draft resolution “Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in the Business Sector” was presented by the delegation of Chile as part of the item “Adoption of Progress Indicators for Measuring Rights under the Protocol of San Salvador” and was distributed on April 28 as document CP/CAJP-3240/14. This draft resolution was approved by the Committee and forwarded for consideration by the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session.
VII. SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 

26. Informal Working Group to Review the Mandates of the CAJP  

On May 2, 2012, the Permanent Council adopted document CP/doc.4687/12 rev. 3, which contains a procedure and schedule of activities for consideration of the proposal presented by the Secretary General in the document “A Strategic Vision of the OAS,” CP/doc.4673/11. The Council instructed the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP) to finalize the pilot scheme for screening mandates arising out of the General Assembly, including all mandates issued by that organ over the past five years, with a view to consolidating all current mandates in a single document.
On September 27, 2012, the CAJP installed the Informal Working Group to Review the Mandates of the CAJP. This group analyzed the mandates from 2007 to 2012 and placed them in the following categories:  fulfilled, duplicated, non-mandates, procedural, expired, or current. On April 18, 2013, the CAJP received the Report of the Activities of the Informal Working Group to Review the Mandates of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP), document CP/CAJP-3142/13, together with its corresponding conclusions and recommendations. On May 22, 2013, the Permanent Council approved the exercise of the Working Group and decided that the resulting inventory of mandates would serve as the basis for prioritizing those mandates and for subsequent updates. It also approved the thematic classification (see the meeting record, CP/SA.1920/13).
On October 24, 2013, the CAJP installed the Informal Working Group on the Classification of CAJP Mandates and unanimously elected Minister-Counselor Mayerlyn Cordero, Alternate Representative of the Dominican Republic to the OAS, as its Chair.

At its meeting of March 5, 2014, the CAJP received the report of the Chair of the Informal Working Group on the Classification of CAJP Mandates, document CP/CAJP -3215/14.

27. Rules on Footnotes: AG/RES. 2808 (XLIII-O/13)


At its forty-third regular session, the General Assembly decided to instruct the Permanent Council, through its Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP), to examine the different dimensions of this issue with a view to submitting, should it deem it advisable, a proposed amendment of Article 81 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Assembly for the latter’s consideration at its next regular session.

At the CAJP meeting of September 19, 2013, the delegations expressed diverse views on footnotes and expressed an interest in continuing to discuss possible amendments on the use of footnotes in General Assembly resolutions and declarations. Reference document: CP/doc.4875/13.
VIII. DRAFT RESOLUTIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

The CAJP focused its efforts from April 3 to May 27, 2014, on the negotiation process for the 24 draft resolutions that would possibly be included and submitted for consideration by the Permanent Council and, subsequently, by the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session. This process began with a discussion of a methodology for the presentation and negotiation of draft resolutions, which was adopted at the meeting of May 1, 2014, document CP/CAJP-3221/14 rev. 2.
All necessary information on draft resolutions and declarations, including sponsoring or co-sponsoring countries, dates of approval in both the CAJP and the Permanent Council, ad referendum indications, etc., is included in the “Table of Draft Resolutions Submitted for Consideration by the General Assembly at its Forty-fourth Regular Session,” document CP/INF.6958 rev.1.
IX. COMMITMENTS AND AGREEMENTS OF THE CAJP

The Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP), after considering the proposal presented by the Chair of the Committee in document CP/CAJP-3221/14 and the deliberations on April 3, 7, and 24 and May 1, and desiring to make an effective contribution to the presentation and negotiation of the draft resolutions to be submitted to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session, within its objective of optimizing the use of available resources and streamlining its work, reached the following agreements at the meeting held on May 1, 2014:

a. To initiate the process of optimizing and rationalizing use of the Organization’s resources in such a way as to gradually produce theme-based resolutions, in keeping with the recommendations made in the CAJP’s mandate classification process;

b. To group the draft resolutions negotiated in the CAJP under six thematic headings:

· Support for member states;

· Strengthening the inter-American human rights system;

· Instruments, mechanisms, and inter-American programs under the jurisdiction of the CAJP;

· Organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS whose annual reports are considered by the CAJP;

· Promotion of international law;

· Promotion and protection of human rights.

These will be implemented gradually, beginning in this term, with three theme-based resolutions: (i) Organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS whose annual reports are considered by the CAJP; (ii) Support for member states; and (iii) Promotion of international law. Other draft resolutions will be negotiated individually, during this CAJP term.

c. To complete the grouping of theme-based draft resolutions in the run up to the forty-fifth regular session of the General Assembly with the implementation of six draft thematic resolutions: (i) Organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS whose annual reports are considered by the CAJP; (ii) Support for member states; (iii) Promotion of international law; (iv) Strengthening the inter-American human rights system; (v) Instruments, mechanisms, and inter-American programs under the jurisdiction of the CAJP; (vi) Promotion and protection of human rights.

X. RECOMMENDATIONS

i. Follow-up on implementation of mandates: 

We recommend continuing to organize the work of the CAJP in such a way as to review the work performed by the organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS (especially, the areas of the General Secretariat) on an ongoing basis, with a view to ensuring proper follow-up to implementation of the mandates of the General Assembly. In this regard, it is important for the CAJP to adhere to standards for the presentation of reports, such as indicating the origin of mandates, the work that has been completed or is ongoing, and pending mandates (and obstacles standing in the way of full implementation of the mandates). This type of information, submitted as matter of routine procedure to the CAJP, would help to keep most delegations better informed when the time comes to consider the introduction of mandates during negotiation of the accompanying draft resolutions.

Additionally, we recommend that short reports be prepared and distributed at least one week in advance of the scheduled date of each presentation. These short reports should provide specific data and also refer the reader to additional information on each topic on the web page of the area reporting to the CAJP. This format would allow delegations to properly read available materials and receive instructions from their capitals and would therefore make discussions in this forum more productive. 

ii. Annual Reports: 

We recommend establishing March 31 of each year as the deadline for submission of the annual reports of the organs, whose observations and recommendations are entrusted to the CAJP. 

iii. Negotiation of draft resolutions for the General Assembly: 

We recommend establishing from March 1 to April 30 of each year as the negotiation period for General Assembly draft resolutions, with a view to better coordinating the political and technical aspects of resolution preparation.

iv. Working Groups: 

We recommend installing CAJP Working Groups and assigning them mandates in which a deadline of no later than March 31 of each year is set for delivery of their reports. 

v. Final Recommendation 

This report and its annex on the draft resolutions negotiated in the framework of the CAJP are presented pursuant to the mandates assigned to it by the Permanent Council on July 10, 2013, or to the fact that delegations have deemed it appropriate to bring new topics to the consideration of this body. Consequently, the report and its annex reflect the recommendations of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs with regard to future actions to be conducted, coordinated, or followed up on by the CAJP and, therefore, it is our recommendation that they be transmitted to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session.

X. SPECIALIZED TECHNICAL SUPPORT TO THE CAJP 
[image: image2.wmf]PERMANENT COUNCIL

The CAJP Chair wishes to express his sincere gratitude and recognition to the technical areas of the General Secretariat that supported the Committee’s work, especially the Secretaries of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs during this period, Alejandro Aristizábal and Leonardo Rojas; the Secretaries of the Working Groups of the CAJP, Carolina Santa María, Guillermo Moncayo, and José Gabriel Salazar; and the support staff of the Secretariat of the Permanent Council; as well as the Director of the Department of International Law (Secretariat for Legal Affairs), Dr. Dante Negro, and the staff of said Department which supported the work of the CAJP. We also recognize the invaluable contributions of other areas, such as the Executive Secretariats of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, the Department of Legal Cooperation, the Department of Social Development and Employment, the Department for Effective Public Management, the Directorate of the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights, and the Secretariat of the JSCA, as well as the UNHCR and the International Committee of the Red Cross for their support in carrying out special events.
Diego Pary Rodríguez
Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Bolivia
to the Organization of American States

Chair, Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs
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�.	The CAJP generally held its meetings on Thursdays from 2:00 to 5:30 p.m. The Working Group on Protection of the Human Rights of Older Persons normally met two days (from 10:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.) every two weeks.
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