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I. INTRODUCTION

This report refers to the activities of the CISC in 2013-2014, a period in which it addressed the mandates arising from the Summits of the Americas and the General Assembly of the Organization, as well as performing functions assigned by the OAS Permanent Council. The report documents achievements in specific activities conducted by the Committee members to fulfill those mandates.

II. AUTHORITIES

Article 21 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council establishes that “The representative of the member state presiding over the Summit process shall serve as chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities.” Pursuant to that Article, the Committee discharged its tasks under the leadership of Ambassador Arturo Ulises Vallarino Bartuano, Permanent Representative of Panama to the Organization of American States (OAS), with Ambassador Andrés González, Permanent Representative of Colombia to the OAS, serving as vice chair.

III. MANDATES 

Article 22 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council establishes the functions of the CISC with respect to the Summits of the Americas process and to the participation of civil society in OAS activities. In addition to those functions, at its meeting on July 10, 2013, the Permanent Council also assigned to the CISC the task of following up on and implementing the following resolutions:

· AG/RES. 2773 (XLIII-O/13)
Increasing and Strengthening the Participation of Civil Society and Social Actors in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process

· AG/RES. 2772 (XLIII-O/13)
Support for and Follow-Up to the Summits of the Americas Process 

With a view to complying with the assigned mandates, the Chair presented the Draft Work Plan, CP/CISC-697/13 rev. 2, which was approved by the Committee at its meeting on October 21, 2013.

IV. ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT

In the period under review (2013-2014), the CISC held four regular meetings and one special meeting with civil society to address the following topics:

A. Support for and Follow-Up to the Summits of the Americas Process

The periodic report of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat on its work to support and strengthen the Summits process (CP/CISC-701/13) was presented to the Committee at its meeting of October 21, 2013. Subsequently, on May 20, 2014, because of the lack of the required quorum, the second periodic report of the Summits of the Americas Secretariat on its work to support and strengthen the Summits process could not be presented. Under instructions from the Chair, that report was distributed to the delegations (CP/CISC/INF.24/14). 

The report of the Director of the Department of International Affairs on the OAS register of civil society organizations and the activities carried out to promote civil society participation in the OAS was also presented.

B. Participation of civil society in OAS activities

After examining the applications presented and pursuant to item 6 of resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” the Committee agreed to refer 25 civil society organizations’ applications for inclusion in the OAS register to the Permanent Council for its approval and, pursuant to items 14 and 15 of that same resolution, the Committee agreed to refer to the Permanent Council for its approval the requests for removal from the OAS register of five civil society organizations that had ceased to operate, as set out in documents CP/CISC-704/13 and CP/CISC-721/14.

Furthermore, after examining the applications filed and in accordance with item 12.c of resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” the Committee agreed to refer to the Permanent Council for its approval the applications made by four registered civil society organizations and one CSO not included in the OAS register to attend the Fourth Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas (MISPA-IV), which was held in Medellín, Colombia, on November 21 and 22, 2013. 

The CISC’s meeting of April 2, 2014, adopted the “Strategy for Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organization and Social Actors in Activities of the Organization of American States (OAS)” (CP/CISC-422/09 rev. 3).

The 11th Hemispheric Forum with Civil Society and Social Actors was held on April 24, 2014. The event heard contributions and suggested recommendations from the civil society organizations and other social actors on the topic of the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly, “Development with Social Inclusion,” on the priorities on the inter-American agenda, and on the comments received by the OAS member states on the Draft Declaration. (CP/CISC/INF.23/14)

C. Review of the mandates assigned to the Committee

Addressing the Permanent Council’s request to prepare a proposed prioritization of mandates taking into consideration the Strategic Vision document, on October 21 the Committee agreed to establish a Working Group to review its mandates and elected Ambassador José de Jesús Martínez González, Alternate Representative of Panama to the OAS, to chair that group. The report on that working group’s activities was distributed as document CP/CISC-722/14.
D. Draft resolutions

Following previous practice, the Chair of the CISC submitted for consideration by the Committee the following two draft resolutions. Because the required quorum was not reached at the Committee’s meeting of May 20, 2014, at the Chair’s instruction they were referred to the Permanent Council for consideration. The draft resolutions are listed below and are appended to this report as Appendices I and II:

· Draft resolution, “Support for and Follow-Up to the Summits of the Americas Process.” (Referred to the Permanent Council by the CISC’s meeting of May 20, 2014, CP/CISC-725/14.) (APPENDIX I)

· Draft resolution, “Increasing and Strengthening the Participation of Civil Society and Social Actors in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process.” (Referred to the Permanent Council by the CISC’s meeting of May 20, 2014, CP/CISC-727/14.) (APPENDIX II)

V. CONCLUSION

The Chair is pleased to conclude that the Committee has actively and diligently pursued the tasks of following up on and implementing the mandates assigned to it under Article 22 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council and wishes to thank all the delegations and the staff of the General Secretariat for their support during this period. 

Ambassador Arturo Ulises Vallarino Bartuano

Permanent Representative of Panama

to the Organization of American States

Chair, Committee on Inter-American Summits Management

and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities

· Draft resolution, “Support for and Follow-up to the Summits of the Americas Process” (APPENDIX I): Link
· Draft resolution, “Increasing and Strengthening the Participation of Civil Society and Social Actors in the Activities of the Organization of American States and in the Summits of the Americas Process” (APPENDIX II): Link
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