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INTRODUCTION
The General Committee began its work on December 9, 2013, pursuant to Article 28 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council. It was composed of one representative of each member state and was chaired by the Chair of the Permanent Council as stipulated in Article 15 of the said Rules of Procedure.
Initially, the Committee was under the stewardship of Ambassador Walter Alban Peralta, Permanent Representative of Peru to the Organization of American States. From January to March 2014 it was chaired by Ambassador Pedro Vergés, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic to the OAS, and from April to June 2014, by Ambassador Jacinth Lorna Henry-Martin, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis to the OAS. Ambassador Milton Romani Gerner, Permanent Representative of Uruguay to the OAS and Vice Chair of the Committee, presided at five meetings.

In accordance with Article 32 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the Chair of the Committee hereby presents the following report on the activities carried out in the 2013-2014 period.
WORKING MEETINGS

Since December 2013, the Committee has held 12 formal meetings, considered six annual reports, examined three follow-up reports on mandates contained in resolutions assigned to the Committee, and received 17 draft resolutions.

In addition, further to the decision of the Permanent Council at its meeting of December 9, 2013, the Committee established a working group to review the mandates that were assigned to it. That working group was chaired by Ambassador Carmen Velásquez, Alternate Representative of Venezuela and the report on its activities is published in document CP/CG-1997/14


What follows is a detailed description of the activities and actions carried out by the Committee in accordance with the mandates assigned by the Permanent Council, which are identified in the Committee’s work plan, published as document CP/CG-1975/13.
MANDATES
EXAMINATION OF ANNUAL REPORTS OF ORGANS, AGENCIES, AND ENTITIES OF THE ORGANIZATION

The Committee examined six of the seven annual reports assigned:
1. Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN)
2. Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH)
3. Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)
4. Administrative Tribunal (TRIBAD)
5. Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL)
6. Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)
Based on the instructions of the Permanent Council, the General Committee considered the annual reports of the IIN, PAIGH, and CIM on March 25, 2014; those of TRIBAD and CITEL on April 14, 2014; and finally, that of PAHO on May 6, 2014. The six reports were considered by the Committee under the stewardship of Ambassador Pedro Vergés and Ambassador Jacinth Lorna Henry-Martin.
Annual Report of the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN) (CP/doc.4966/14)
In keeping with the pertinent rules and regulations, the Annual Report of the IIN to the OAS General Assembly was presented on March 25, 2014, in advance of the forty-fourth regular session of the General Assembly. The report was presented by Gloria Lozano de Díaz, Chair of the Directing Council and Permanent Representative of Panama to the Directing Council. The then-Chair of the General Committee of the Permanent Council was Ambassador Pedro Vergés, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic to the OAS.
In her presentation, Ms. Lozano mentioned that the Inter-American Democratic Charter clearly expresses the relationship that exists between democracy and promotion of human rights. It expresses the vision of the “consolidation in the Americas, within the framework of democratic institutions, of a system of individual liberty and social justice based on respect for the essential rights of man.”
Among other matters, Ms. Lozano referred to the management model that the IIN is pursuing. She said that the current structure of the Institute and the operating frameworks of its various technical bodies have been aligned around the areas of Promotion and Protection of Rights, Legal, Participation, and Communication. This system of organization makes it possible to have a technical and operating platform that has supported and ensured continuity in technical assistance to and follow-up on states in the implementation of the different areas of the 2011-2015 plan of action.
This structure has been strengthened with a management model for follow-up on the 2011-2015 plan of action that stems from an initiative of the Directing Council to introduce a management system that offers states the possibility of more-active participation, an essential component for carrying out the 2011-2015 plan of action.

The delegations thanked Ms. Lozano for her detailed report and presentation, reiterated their commitment to the Institute, and congratulated it on the activities carried out. The delegations also noted the importance of international cooperation and the use of new technologies in the Institute’s work, and underscored the importance of continuing to work for the benefit of boys, girls, and adolescents in the Hemisphere, particularly in the areas envisaged in the Plan of Action.
The Committee decided to refer the report and the recommendations put forward by the delegations to the Permanent Council for consideration, for the purposes specified in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.
The Annual Report of the IIN was published as document CP/doc.4966/14.
Annual Report of the Pan American Institute of Geography and History (PAIGH) (CP/doc.4970/14)
At the meeting on March 25, 2014, Dr. Santiago Borrero, Secretary General of the PAIGH, presented the Institute’s Annual Report to the Committee, referring to the Institute’s Pan American Agenda for 2010-2020 and mentioning some of the scientific and capacity-building activities carried out by the Institute. 
Dr. Barriga also referred to a number of other activities, in particular, the holding of the twentieth General Assembly session in Montevideo, Uruguay. He said that 31 resolutions were adopted, including on the election of the new officers for the 2014-2017 term and on coordination of regional efforts for the development of geospatial information in the Americas.
The Committee expressed its appreciation for the report within the statutory period and decided to refer it to the Permanent Council for the purposes specified in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

The Annual Report of the PAIGH was published as document CP/doc.4970/14.
Annual Report of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) to the General Assembly (CP/doc.4958/14)
At the same meeting, the Executive Secretary of the CIM, Ambassador Carmen Moreno, presented the Annual Report of the Commission for the period from March 2013 to February 2014.
The Executive Secretary reported on the activities carried out by the CIM pursuant to the mandates assigned to it by the General Assembly.
She said that to implement those mandates a series of activities have been carried out that are described in the report and are consistent with the Organization’s “pillars.”
The Chair stressed the importance of the activities of the CIM and expressed appreciation for the Commission’s work and the Executive Secretary’s presentation. The Chair also decided to take note of the observations and recommendations offered by the permanent representatives and to refer the report to the Permanent Council for consideration, in order to comply with the provisions contained in Article 91.f of the Charter.

The Report of the CIM was published as document (CP/doc.4958/14).
Annual Report of the Administrative Tribunal of the Organization of American States (CP/CG-4967/14)
On April 14, 2014, Ms. Mercedes Carrillo, Secretary of the Tribunal, presented the Annual Report of the Administrative Tribunal of the Organization of American States (TRIBAD). Ms. Carrillo described the Tribunal’s activities and publications. 

The Chair thanked the Secretary of TRIBAD for her presentation and decided to take note of the observations and recommendations put forward by the permanent representatives, requesting that they be referred to the Permanent Council for consideration in accordance with Article 91.f of the Charter.

The Annual Report of TRIBAD was published as document CP/CG-4967/14.
Annual Report of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) to the General Assembly (CP/doc.4969/14)
On April 14, 2014, the Chair of the Permanent Executive Committee of CITEL, the President of the Board of Directors of INDOTEL, Gedeón Santos, initiated the presentation of the report before yielding the floor to the Executive Secretary of CITEL, Clovis Baptista.
The Chair reported on the activities of CITEL in the 2013-2014 period. He referred to the sixth regular meeting of the CITEL Assembly, held in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, from February 11 to 13, 2014, and to the Declaration of Santo Domingo, adopted at that meeting. 
The Executive Secretary mentioned the fundamental contribution made by information and communication technologies (ICTs), including their stimulation of economic growth, employment, and overall sustainable development in the region. 
He said that the current economic difficulties were holding up network development plans and that it was essential for a forum such as CITEL to enable joint public-private efforts.  
With regard to telecommunications/ICTs, he said that they were the most efficient end effective tools to facilitate broad access for all to information and education and to enable freedom of expression, which are crucial for the promotion of democracy, protection of human rights, guaranteeing security, and fomenting integral development and prosperity in the Hemisphere, the four OAS pillars.
The Committee thanked CITEL for its work and expressed appreciation for the presentation of the report, which it decided to refer to the Permanent Council for consideration, for the purposes specified in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

The Report of CITEL was published as document CP/doc.4969/14.
Annual Report of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) (CP/doc.4977/14)
On May 6, 2014, Dr. Carissa F. Etienne, Director of PAHO, presented that Organization’s annual report. 
She underscored technical cooperation as a means of contributing to progress in a wide range of areas, from elimination and control of infectious diseases, to strengthening health systems, addressing the social determinants of health and ensuring that the sick have access to prevention, health care, and rehabilitation services.
She said that PAHO’s work in the period covered by her report was based on its Strategic Plan 2008-2013 and that it also included the preparation of a strategic plan for the 2014-2109 period.
The report was published as document CP/doc.4977/14.
DRAFT RESOLUTIONS CONSIDERED BY THE COMMITTEE
Information on the 17 draft resolutions considered by the Committee appears below.
· Draft resolution “Coordination of Voluntary Enlistment in the Hemisphere for Disaster Response and the Fight against Hunger and Poverty – White Helmets Initiative” (CP/CG-1982/14 rev. 2) presented by the delegation of Argentina. This draft was presented on April 15 and approved by the Committee on May 14.
· Draft Declaration on Violence against and Exploitation of Children (CP/CG-1983/14 rev. 5) presented by the delegations of Paraguay and Uruguay. This draft was presented on May 8 and approved on May 21.
· Draft resolution “Prevention and Eradication of Sexual Exploitation and Smuggling of and Trafficking in Boys, Girls and Adolescents of Both Sexes” (CP/CG-1985/14 rev. 6) presented by the delegation of Uruguay, cosponsored by the delegations of Brazil, Chile, and Colombia. This draft was presented on May 12 and approved on May 22.
· Draft resolution “Promotion and Protection of Human Rights in the Search for New Approaches and Effective Solutions to the World Drug Problem in the Americas” (CP/CG-1986/14 rev. 4 corr. 1). This draft was presented by the delegation of Uruguay on April 16 and approved on May 23 ad referendum of the delegations of Brazil and the United States.
· Draft resolution “Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or Punishment” (CP/CG-1987/14 rev. 5) presented by the delegation of Uruguay, cosponsored by the delegation of Ecuador. This draft was presented on May 9 and approved on May 23.
· Draft resolution “Network for Consumer Safety and Health and Inter-American Rapid Product-Safety Warning System” (CP/CG-1988/14 rev. 3 corr. 1) presented by Brazil and Peru, cosponsored by Colombia. This draft was presented on April 22 and approved on May 19 ad referendum of the delegations of Mexico and Venezuela.
· Draft resolution “Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality and Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women” (CP/CG-1989/14 rev. 2) presented by the delegations of Colombia Costa Rica. This draft was approved on May 14.
· Draft resolution “Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará’” (CP/CG-1990/14 rev. 4) presented by the delegations of Costa Rica, Chile, and Colombia. This draft was presented on April 25 and approved on May 25.
· Draft resolution “Inclusive Dialogue for Effectively Dealing with Social Conflicts in Investments for Integral Development” (CP/CG-1991/14 rev. 4 corr. 1) presented by the delegation of Peru, cosponsored by Chile. This draft was presented on April 22 and approved on May 20 ad referendum of the delegation of Canada.
· Draft resolution “Toward Implementation of a Strategy on Youth for the Americas” (CP/CG-1992/14 rev. 4) presented by the delegation of Colombia, cosponsored by the delegation of Paraguay. This draft was presented on May 8 and approved on May 21.
· Draft resolution “Pan American Games and Parapan American Games, Central American and Caribbean Games, and Peace” (CP/CG-1993/14 rev. 2) presented by the delegations of Canada, Mexico, and Peru, cosponsored by the delegations of Colombia and Jamaica. This draft was presented on May 8 and approved on May 14.
· Draft resolution “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy:  Follow-Up to the Inter-American Democratic Charter” (CP/CG-1998/14 rev. 1) presented by the delegations of Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, Chile, Mexico, and Peru, cosponsored by the delegations of El Salvador, Guatemala, and Jamaica This draft was presented on April 28 and approved on May 14.
· Draft resolution “XXI Pan American Child Congress” (CP/CG-2001/14 rev. 1) presented by the delegation of Brazil. This draft was presented on May 2 and approved on May 14.
· Draft resolution “Telecommunications/Information and Communications Technologies for Development” (CP/CG-2004/14 rev. 1) presented by CITEL. This draft was presented on May 12 and approved on May 23 ad referendum of the delegation of Chile.
· Draft resolution “Modifications to the CITEL Statute and Regulations” (CP/CG-2005/14 rev. 1) presented by CITEL. This draft was presented on May 12 and considered on May 23; Articles 17 (q-t), 26, and 27 of the Statute remain pending.
· Draft resolution “Free Trade and Investment in the Hemisphere” (CP/CG-2007/14 rev. 1) presented by the delegation of Mexico, cosponsored by the delegation of Ecuador. This draft was presented on May 13 and approved on May 19.
· Draft resolution “The Americas:  A Zone of Peace and Peaceful Dispute Settlement” (CP/CG-2008/14 rev. 4 corr. 1), presented by the delegation of Ecuador and cosponsored by the delegation of Bolivia. This draft was presented on May 15 and submitted on May 22 to the Permanent Council with operative paragraphs 2, 3, and 10 open and the whole draft resolution ad referendum of the delegation of Panama.
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CONCLUSION
The Committee is pleased to conclude by indicating that it has worked actively and dynamically to follow up on and implement the mandates assigned to it pursuant to Article 16 of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council. The Chair of this Committee wishes to thank all delegations and the staff of the General Secretariat for their support during this term.
This report and the draft resolutions considered by the Committee reflect its recommendations for future action and are presented to the Permanent Council for its consideration, and, possibly, to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session.
Ambassador Jacinth Lorna Henry-Martin
Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis to the OAS
Chair of the General Committee
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