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THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES,
RECOGNIZING the designation by the United Nations of 2014 as the International Year of Small Island Developing States and recalling the recognition of the importance of that year in the Declaration of Asuncion (AG/DEC. 74 (XLIV-O/14)) “Development with Social Inclusion” at the 44th Regular Session of the OAS General Assembly as important to all member states of the OAS and especially for the States of the Caribbean region
“Recalling the Declaration of Barbados and the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, the Mauritius Declaration and the Mauritius Strategy for the Further Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, chapter 17 of Agenda 21 and the Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (Johannesburg Plan of Implementation), including chapter VII on the sustainable development of small island developing States,

Recalling the outcome document of the high-level review meeting on the implementation of the Mauritius Strategy for the Further Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States,[1] General Assembly resolutions 65/156 of 20 December 2010, 66/198 of 22 December 2011 and 67/207 of December 21, 2012 and all its other previous resolutions on the subject,”
TAKING NOTE of the outcomes of the Third International Conference on Small Island Developing States that was held in Apia, Samoa from the 1st to the 4th of September, 2014

UNDERSCORING the Rio+20 Declaration ‘The Future We Want’ that underscores that “Small Island Developing States remain a special case for sustainable development in view of their unique and particular vulnerabilities, including their small size, remoteness, narrow resource and export base and exposure to global environmental challenges and external economic shocks, including to a large range of impacts from climate change and potentially more frequent and intense natural disasters.”;

RECALLING that the OAS Charter establishes that “Inter-American cooperation for integral development is the collective responsibility of the Member States, within the framework of the democratic principles and the institutions of the Inter-​American system” 
MINDFUL of the importance of the work of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, which advances sustainable and inclusive development in all Member States
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COGNIZANT that an important number of OAS Member States are Small Island Developing States, and that the vulnerabilities facing them are of concern to all member States and require special attention (CP/CSH-1305/11 rev. 4 corr. 1).
DECLARES:

1. That the designation of 2014 as the International Year of Small Island Developing States presents a unique opportunity for the OAS to focus on the challenges and opportunities inherent in Small Island Developing States, and that special attention should be given to the efforts of these member states to implement the Barbados Programme of Action and the Mauritius Strategy.
2. That issues such as climate change adaptation and mitigation, disaster risk reduction including early-warning systems of impending storms and tsunamis, education for sustainable development and the promotion of strategic industries like tourism are of particular relevance to Small Island States and require focused attention in the context of the on-going work of the OAS.
3. That Member States, organs of the Organizations of American States, the institutions of the Inter-American system and all other related stakeholders should take advantage of the International Year of SIDS to promote actions and to take specific measures towards the implementation of related commitments at all levels, including through international, regional and sub-regional cooperation, as appropriate, aimed at the achievement of sustainable development of Small Island Developing States.
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