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OPERATIONAL RULES OF THE CONSUMER SAFETY AND HEALTH FUND
(Approved by the Permanent Council at its meeting of October 23, 2014)

THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES,


RECALLING that resolutions AG/RES. 2494 (XXXIX-O/09), AG/RES. 2549 (XL-O/10), AG/RES. 2682 (XLI-O/11), and AG/RES. 2712 (XLII-O/12) mandated the creation of the Network for Consumer Safety and Health (RCSS) and the design and implementation of the Inter-American Rapid Product-Safety Warning System (IAPSWS);

BEARING IN MIND that resolution AG/RES. 2769 (XLIII -O/13) reiterated the importance of continuing to strengthen the issue at the national and hemispheric level, and established a strategy for institutionalizing the RCSS within the OAS framework, to which end resolution AG/RES. 2830 (XLIV-O/14) established the Structure to Guide the Work of the Network for Consumer Safety and Health comprising government technical agencies with responsibilities in the area of consumer good safety;

CONSIDERING operative paragraph 6 of resolution AG/RES. 2682 (XLI-O/11), which requests the General Secretariat to establish a specific fund of voluntary contributions, to be called the “Consumer Safety and Health Fund” (hereinafter also referred to as the “Fund”), which will support measures to consolidate the Network and be administered by the General Secretariat; and resolutions AG/RES. 2712 (XLII-O/12), AG/RES. 2769 (XLIII -O/13), and AG/RES. 2830 (XLIV -O/14), which reaffirmed the importance of the Consumer Safety and Health Fund for strengthening the issue in the Americas and invited member states and other donors to contribute, to the extent possible, to the Fund in order to finance the activities of the RCSS, particularly institutional strengthening in the countries, exchange of experiences among experts at the inter-American level, the projection of the Hemisphere vis-à-vis other regions, and the design of the IAPSWS; and 
CONVINCED that the launch of the Fund would facilitate the institutionalization of the RCSS as the main regional forum for exchange and coordination of experience and public policies on consumer protection in the area of consumer good safety and make it possible to expedite implementation of the IAPSWS, the main tool of RCSS that will enable prompt detection and coordinated action to prevent the entry of unsafe consumer goods to markets in the Americas or to remove them from circulation therein,
RESOLVES:


1.
To adopt the operational rules of the specific fund of voluntary contributions known as the Consumer Safety and Health Fund set out in the annex that is an integral part of this resolution, managed by the General Secretariat for the purpose of financing the activities of the RCSS in the area of institution building, exchange of experiences, and design and implementation of the IAPSWS, as well as to fulfill the mandates of the General Assembly.


2.
To invite member states, permanent observers, and other donors to contribute, to the extent possible, to the Consumer Safety and Health Fund, as envisaged in Article 74 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat and other provisions and rules of the Organization.

3.
To request the General Secretariat to disseminate the Consumer Safety and Health Fund as widely as possible.
ANNEX
OPERATIONAL RULES OF THE CONSUMER SAFETY AND HEALTH FUND
ARTICLE 1. PURPOSE

1.1
The purpose of the specific fund of voluntary contributions known as the Consumer Safety and Health Fund (hereinafter also referred to as the “Fund”) is to contribute to the strengthening of the Network for Consumer Safety and Health (RCSS) in the Americas by financing activities with regard to institution building, exchange of experiences, and design and implementation of the Inter-American Rapid Product-Safety Warning System (IAPSWS), in accordance with the provisions contained in operative paragraph 6 of resolution AG/RES. 2682 (XLI-O/11).

1.2
The activities referred to in the preceding paragraph encompass all measures entrusted to the General Secretariat as Technical Secretariat of the RCSS, including support for the Management Committee and Plenary of the RCSS, which were created by resolution AG/RES. 2830 (XLIV-O/14), design and implementation of the IAPSWS, and performance of the activities prescribed by the technical officers of the RCSS in its work plans.
ARTICLE 2. RESOURCES


2.1
The Fund is composed of voluntary contributions made by OAS member states, permanent observer states, and other member states of the United Nations, as well as individuals and entities, whether public or private, national or international, that wish to contribute to the purpose of the Fund.

2.2
Contributions to the Fund shall be executed in accordance with the provisions contained in these Rules, in line with the mandates and priorities of the RCSS, and in keeping with Article 74 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat and other provisions and rules of the Organization.

ARTICLE 3. ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT


3.1
The General Secretariat of the OAS, through the area designated as Technical Secretariat of the RCSS, shall be in charge of the administration and financial management of the Fund in accordance with the Organization’s standards and procedures.

3.2
The General Secretariat will include in its annual reports to the Permanent Council and to the Plenary of the RCSS a report on the activities financed by the Fund, contributions received during the year covered by the report, and the Fund’s financial position, giving particular attention to the Fund. This report will be part of the Annual Audit of Accounts and Financial Statements.


3.3
The Fund account will be included in the annual audit performed by the General Secretariat and the results shall be presented in the annual report of the Board of External Auditors.

ARTICLE 4. AMENDMENT AND REVOCATION


4.1
These Rules shall enter into force upon their approval by the Permanent Council and may be amended by the Permanent Council on its own initiative or at the recommendation of the Secretary General.
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