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Purpose:  The OAS member states recognize this plan of action as a blueprint for developing comprehensive national policies and programs in member states to implement the Declaration of San Salvador on Citizen Security in the Americas. 
General Considerations:  The Plan of Action is composed of objectives and measures.  The objectives amount to guidelines arising from the Declaration of San Salvador on Citizen Security in the Americas. The measures are the joint or individual concrete activities designed to achieve each objective. They are prioritized according to the level of development required and taking into consideration the differences in terms of the extent and nature of problems in member states.
Furthermore, and in order to exploit synergies in efforts and measures, this plan of action seeks to complement mandates and recommendations on citizen security adopted since the Declaration on Security in the Americas (2003), particularly those contained in the Hemispheric Plan of Action against Transnational Organized Crime, the Hemispheric Drug Strategy and its Plan of Action, the Work Plan to Combat Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere, the Regional Strategy to Promote Inter-American Cooperation in Dealing with Criminal Gangs, the Commitment to Public Security in the Americas (MISPA I), the Consensus of Santo Domingo on Public Security (MSPA II), the Port of Spain Recommendations for Police Management (MISPA III), and the conclusions and recommendations of the REMJA technical groups, especially in the areas of prison systems, forensic investigation, and mutual legal assistance. 
Crosscutting Issues:  The OAS member states agree that the implementation of this plan of action shall take into consideration the realities and priorities of each member state and be based on adherence to the principles of sovereignty, territorial integrity, political independence, and non-interference in the domestic affairs of states, in keeping with the Charter of the Organization of American States, as well as on full observance of human rights, taking into account a gender perspective. By the same token, they recognize that financing and training are crosscutting key elements of this plan of action.
Coordination:  In order to enhance the scope of the activities included in the Plan of Action, the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security will encourage appropriate coordination with the relevant areas of the OAS General Secretariat. 
Follow-up:  The OAS member states, within the framework of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, will evaluate and monitor implementation of the Plan of Action, for which purpose, the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security will propose a biannual work plan to member states for their consideration and approval.
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