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The Permanent Mission of Chile to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States–Committee on Hemispheric Security–and has the honor to transmit to it herewith Chile’s comments on the draft “Commitment to Public Security in the Americas” (CSH/GT/MISPA-9/08).

The Permanent Mission of Chile avails itself of this opportunity to reiterate to the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States–Committee on Hemispheric Security–the assurances of its highest consideration.
Washington, D.C., September 2, 2008
COMMITMENT TO PUBLIC SECURITY IN THE AMERICAS
1. The concept of democracy should be introduced in paragraph 5, as follows: “That the effective exercise of democracy and the rule of law depends fundamentally on the trust of citizens in that political regime and in its institutions”;
2. In paragraph 6, it is deemed important to incorporate the values of collaboration and cooperation in the security area (the essence of this agreement), as follows: “Of the importance of collaboration and cooperation in order to guarantee all citizens security with respect to their persons and property, as well as effective access to justice;
3. In paragraph 7, incorporate the concept of citizen insecurity and crime, by saying: “Because violence, citizen insecurity, the perception of citizen insecurity, and the commission of common crimes constitute serious …. The reference to the perception of insecurity is intended to draw attention to the impact that feelings of insecurity have on citizens and governments, as such feelings directly influence government’s agendas.  The reference to the “commission of common crimes” is meant to make the contents of paragraph 8 more coherent.
4. The draft of paragraph 17 should be corrected to make the statement more logical: “Of the importance of fostering greater development and better living conditions with a view to preventing criminal behavior in communities and in public places, and to guaranteeing that the entire population enjoys its rights and freedoms”;
5. Add the following at the end of paragraph 18: “The applicability of said forum shall be consistent with the domestic realities of each country.  None of the foregoing shall prejudice the existence of other international bodies on this matter”;
6. In paragraph 19, insert the word “coordinated” between “additional” and “efforts” since it is considered that there should be more coherence between domestic measures and external measures having a domestic impact.
7. Add the following at the end of paragraph 20: with full respect for human rights”;
8.
In order to add clarity and coherence to paragraph 21, insert the phrase “in this area” after the word “States.”
9. In paragraph 24, it should be more clearly established that private security must be dealt with in the framework of government public security policies.  Therefore, add the following at the end: in accordance at all times with state policies on the matter; 

10. Change the start of paragraph 25 to read:  To strengthen cooperation and security-related technological development ….
11. In paragraph 27, add the following phrase after “incorporating”: “among other things, the principle of transparency and accountability ….”  This is intended to establish transparency and accountability as a minimum for states, but leaves the door open to any other related principle.
12. In paragraphs 28 and 29, I believe that the origins of the Inter-American Police Academy and its justification should be examined more carefully.
13. Add the following at the end of paragraph 29: “in accordance with paragraph 18 of this agreement and any other applicable provisions.”
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