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(preambular paragraphs)

TAKING NOTE of the OAS Inter-American Police Training Program that the Organization’s Department of Public Security has been promoting since 2007, making good use of the comparative advantages of the police forces in the countries of the Hemisphere; 

RECOGNIZING that additional efforts are needed on a national, subregional, and hemispheric basis to reduce crime, violence, and insecurity in the region, we should therefore: 

PUBLIC SECURITY MANAGEMENT:

1. Foster and strengthen long-term [multisectoral] government public security policies, with full respect for human rights; (APPROVED ad referendum of Peru)
2. Strengthen, in the context of these policies, the capacity of our states to promote citizen security and to respond effectively to insecurity, crime, and violence, by adapting their legal framework, structures, operational procedures, and management mechanisms, as necessary; APPROVED
3. Analyze public security problems from a holistic point of view, taking into account emerging threats, and promote management instruments that enable national authorities to evaluate the effectiveness of public security policies; PENDING
4. Strengthen and, when deemed appropriate, establish border management systems consistent with international standards and with the legal and administrative systems of member states, with a view to preventing and countering threats to public security, all the while facilitating the legitimate flow of persons and goods; (APPROVED ad referendum of Brazil)
5. Improve our understanding of private security services and develop and/or strengthen, as necessary, legal norms to regulate their functioning; APPROVED
6. Strengthen and, as appropriate, establish policies and programs for the modernization of the prison systems of the member states and for the design of sustainable social reintegration models, especially for youth; APPROVED
CRIME (SKN: VIOLENCE) (Chair: AND VIOLENCE) PREVENTION 
7. Foster (Per: multisectoral,) sustainable, continuous, and adaptable public policies designed to prevent crime, violence, and insecurity; PENDING
//Develop, improve, and implement comprehensive policies, actions, and strategies to prevent crime; (Alternative proposal by Brazil – paragraph #33 of rev. 4)

//Develop, (GUA: strengthen improve,) and promote (implement) public policies, including comprehensive, sustainable, continuous, adaptable, and multisectoral actions and strategies, designed to prevent crime, violence, and insecurity (Alternative proposal by Mexico)
//Foster sustainable continuous public policies, which are informed by reliable data and research findings, designed to prevent violence and crime and to promote enhanced security; (Alternative proposal by Saint Kitts and Nevis)
8. (Per: Coordinate the promotion of education, primarily in our countries’ schools, and) enhance the knowledge of the different players in society regarding matters of public security, encouraging the media, in a context of freedom of expression (Ven: and social responsibility), to promote, inter alia, (Ven: prevention and) a culture of legality, of reporting and participation by citizens, and of transparency in activities by government authorities; PENDING
//Coordinate the promotion of education, primarily in our countries’ schools, and raise or expand awareness among the different players of society regarding matters of public security.  Encourage civil society participation (USA: including through the media) in matters related to the prevention of crime and violence; (Alternative proposal by Brazil)
//Emphasize the importance of promoting educational programs, in particular in schools, and raise awareness among the different players of society regarding the prevention of crime, violence, and insecurity; (Alternative proposal by Mexico with support from Ecu, Per, and Col)
//Raise awareness among the different players of society regarding matters of public security, taking into account the importance of educational programs to promote the prevention of crime, violence, and insecurity; (Alternative proposal by the Chair)

//Improve awareness of matters related to public security including public education and other school based initiatives that promote crime prevention; (Alternative proposal by Trinidad and Tobago)
8bis)
Encourage, as appropriate, the continued voluntary cooperation of the media in advancing public security programs; (New paragraph proposed by the United States)
POLICE MANAGEMENT:

9. Promote the modernization of police management, incorporating into it transparency and accountability, enhance the professionalization of security forces, and improve the living and working conditions of its members; APPROVED
10. Continue training human resources in public security issues, including the OAS Inter-American Police Training Program; APPROVED
11. Consider the advisability of establishing the Inter-American Police Academy for the purpose of training police officers and civilian workers with management capabilities in public security matters, bearing in mind the offer by Mexico to serve as its headquarters, and, if appropriate, request the OAS General Secretariat to conduct a feasibility study (Can: with inputs from the member states); PENDING
//Convene a working group to conduct a study on the advisability of establishing an Inter-American Police Academy, with the participation of member states, the IACHR, and other OAS bodies competent in the area; (Alternative proposal by Argentina)

//Request the OAS General Secretariat to conduct a feasibility study, with inputs from the member states, on how best to advance the inter-American training of police officers and civilian workers with management capabilities in public security matters; (New paragraph proposed by the United States) 
CITIZEN AND COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION:

12. Encourage and strengthen the formation of a culture of comprehensive prevention of crime and violence with citizen and community participation in the implementation of public security plans and programs; PENDING
//Encourage and strengthen social responsibility, as well as a culture of comprehensive prevention of crime, violence, and insecurity, with the participation of citizens, the community, the media, and the private sector; (Alternative proposal by the Chair) PENDING
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION:

13. Taking a multidimensional approach, strengthen channels of communication, and the exchange of information, practices, and experiences among the member states in combating and preventing crimes affecting public security;

14. Promote the adoption of measures designed to share police intelligence in an efficient and reliable way, in accordance with national legislation; 

15. Develop comparable indicators in public security matters in our countries, to identify the various facets of crime and measure the impact of violence on our societies, with a view to adjusting our national public security structures and policies;

16. Invite the organizations and entities of the inter-American system, such as the Inter-American Development Bank and the Pan American Health Organization, as well as other United Nations and international organizations, to formulate, within their respective spheres of competence, proposals for achieving the purposes, objectives, and actions envisaged in this Declaration;

17. Recognize that the American Police Community (AMERIPOL) is an important regional initiative that will contribute to efforts to strengthen police cooperation in the Americas;

18. Urge member states to accede to and/or ratify the treaties, agreements, and conventions that contribute to compliance with this Declaration.

FOLLOW-UP:

19. Request the OAS General Assembly to convene periodically a Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas;

20. Request the OAS General Secretariat to provide to the states that so request ongoing technical support in matters of public security management, crime prevention, policy management, citizen and community participation, and international cooperation, in order to implement the purposes, objectives, and actions of this Declaration;

21. Invite the OAS member states and the institutions of the inter-American system to make voluntary financial contributions or contributions in terms of human resources, to achieve the full implementation of this Declaration;

22. Instruct the OAS Permanent Council, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security, to follow up on implementation of this Declaration;

23. Welcome the offer by __________ to host the Second Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas;

24. Thank and pay tribute to the Government of Mexico for having hosted the First Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas, which constitutes a milestone in the Hemisphere’s commitment to prevent and combat crime, violence, and insecurity.

Mexico City, Mexico

October 8, 2008
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