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REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE WORKING GROUP TO PREPARE
THE FIRST MEETING OF MINISTERS RESPONSIBLE FOR
PUBLIC SECURITY IN THE AMERICAS
I. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE GROUP
On April 14, 2008, the Permanent Council of the Organization adopted resolution CP/RES. 934 (1644/08), whereby it convened the First Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas, to be held in Mexico City on October 7 and 8, 2008.

Pursuant to that resolution, on April 18, a working group was set up, in the framework of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, to draw up the draft agenda, the draft schedule, and the draft final documents for said ministerial meeting.
II. OFFICERS
At the Committee on Hemispheric Security meeting of April 18, 2008, the Permanent Representative of Mexico to the OAS, Ambassador Gustavo Albin, was elected Chair of the Working Group by acclamation.

At the first meeting of the Working Group, held on May 27, 2008, Francisco Bernales, Alternate Representative of Chile, and Anthony Phillips-Spencer, Alternate Representative of Trinidad and Tobago, were elected Vice Chairs by acclamation.

III. PROCEEDINGS
The Working Group initiated its work at a meeting on May 27, 2008, at which the Chair presented the working methodology.  The Group then held four briefing meetings as well as 10 preparatory meetings, at which difficult and intense negotiations took place.

The following inputs were received at the four briefing meetings:

June 20, 2008
· Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) - CSH/GT/MISPA/INF.3/08

· Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) - CSH/GT/MISPA/INF.4/08
·  United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) - CSH/GT/MISPA/INF.2/08
· Secretariat for Multidimensional Security - CSH/GT/MISPA/INF.1/08 and CSH/GT/MISPA/INF.5/08

June 27, 2008

· Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) - CSH/GT/MISPA/INF.6/08
· Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) - CSH/GT/MISPA/INF.7/08
· United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) - CSH/GT/MISPA/INF.8/08
· Inter-American Coalition for the Prevention of Violence (IACPV) - CSH/GT/MISPA/INF.9/08 rev. 1
August 14, 2008

· Presidency of the Southern Cone Common Market - CSH/GT/MISPA/INF.18/08 and CSH/GT/MISPA/INF.21/08

· Secretariat of the Central American Integration System (SICA) - CSH/GT/MISPA/INF. 14/08, CSH/GT/MISPA/INF.16/08, and CSH/GT/MISPA/INF.17/08

· Secretariat of the Andean Community (CAN) - CSH/GT/MISPA/INF.10/08

· Secretariat of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) - CSH/GT/MISPA/INF.13/08

· United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) - CSH/GT/MISPA/INF.12/08, CSH/GT/MISPA/INF.11/08, CSH/GT/MISPA/INF.19/08, and CSH/GT/MISPA/INF.20/08

· International Centre for the Prevention of Crime (ICPC) - CSH/GT/MISPA/INF.15/08

September 9, 2008

· Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development - CSH/GT/MISPA/INF. 22/08

· International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) - CSH/GT/MISPA/INF.23/08

· Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)

· “Some Considerations regarding the Proposal to Create an Inter-American Police Academy” – Department of Public Security (Secretariat for Multidimensional Security) – CSH/GT/MISPA-27/08

In addition, the following meetings were held in preparation for the ministerial meeting: 

· Forum of Latin American Academics and Experts, Santiago, Chile (November 26 and 27, 2007) – CSH/GT/MISPA-2/08

· Forum of Caribbean Academics and Experts, Montego Bay, Jamaica (March 6-7, 2008) – CSH/GT/MISPA-4/08

· Meeting with civil society representatives in Guatemala City, Guatemala (August 6 and 7, 2008) - CSH/GT/MISPA-18/08 
· Negotiation of the final document

Work began on negotiation of the final document for the ministerial meeting at the Working Group meeting of July 21, 2008.  The draft titled “Commitment to Public Security in the Americas” contained in document CSH/GT/MISPA-9/08 was presented by the Chair of the Working Group.

The Group also received written comments from the following delegations and entities:

· Argentina (CSH/GT/MISPA-15/08)

· Colombia (CSH/GT/MISPA-16/08)

· Nicaragua (CSH/GT/MISPA-20/08)

· Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) - CSH/GT/MISPA-21/08)

· Chile (CSH/GT/MISPA-28/08)


In addition, at the meeting of September 16, 2008, the Chair submitted a proposal for the operative section (CSH/GT/MISPA-31/08) that had been drafted jointly by the Group’s Vice Chairs. That proposal was based on rev. 4 of the final document and was a consolidated version of it.

The Working Group also considered and approved the following documents, which were transmitted to the Committee on Hemispheric Security so that, in turn, it could be submitted to the ministerial meeting through the Permanent Council of the Organization:

· Draft Agenda (approved at the meeting of September 9, 2008) - CSH/GT/MISPA-13/08 rev. 2 corr. 1

· Draft Schedule (approved at the meeting of September 9, 2008) - CSH/GT/MISPA-32/08

· Draft Rules of Procedure (approved ad referendum of the delegation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela at the meeting of September 9, 2008) - CSH/GT/MISPA-22/08 rev. 1 corr. 1
/
· List of Invited Guests (Approved at the meetings of August 28 and September 16, 18, and 22, 2008) CSH/GT/MISPA-24/08 rev. 2 corr. 1


Lastly, on September 25, 2008, the Group decided to forward to the Committee on Hemispheric Security for consideration document CSH/GT/MISPA-9/08 rev. 7, which had been drafted at the meetings of July 21 and 28, August 21 and 28, and September 9, 11, 16, 18, 22, and 25, 2008.
Ambassador Gustavo Albin
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�.	Following this meeting, the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela withdrew its reservation.





