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1. Election of Vice Chairs of the Working Group

Hector Agustin Ortega, Alternate Representative of the Permanent Mission of Mexico to the OAS, was nominated by the delegation of Peru, with the delegation of Chile seconding that motion.
For its part, the delegation of the United States nominated Ronald Maunday, Alternate Representative of the Permanent Mission of Trinidad and Tobago, with the delegation of Belize seconding. 

They were both elected by acclamation. 

2.
Proposal by the Chair concerning the Work Group’s procedure 


The Chair introduced his proposed work plan for the group, highlighting the following:
· This Working Group will be responsible for considering and approving the working documents of MISPA II, including the draft agenda, calendar, rules of procedure, and list of invited guests, among others.

· The Working Group would meet on October 1, 6, and 15, or as necessary to complete its work.

· The October 6 meeting would be for information and would include presentations by the General Secretariat on the results of the preparatory work for the ministerial as well as on studies conducted by other international organizations and subregional groups.

The delegations requested the Chair to circulate the draft schedule of MISPA II. 

The delegation of Venezuela, supported by the delegation of Nicaragua, underscored the need the delegations to be informed about nominations for Vice Chair, so the process can be more transparent. 

The Chair of the Working Group explained that the Vice Chairs had been elected taking into account the MISPA process. The First Vice Chair is Mexico, as host of MISPA I, and the Second Vice Chair would be Trinidad and Tobago, which will host MISPA III.

3. Consideration of the draft agenda of the Second Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security (CSH/GT/MISPA II-2/09)


The Chair of the Working Group, Ambassador Virgilio Alcantara, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic, presented the draft agenda of this Ministerial Meeting, contained in document CSH/GT/MISPA II-2/09. 


He explained that the draft agenda is focused on the same five pillars that were approved in the document entitled “Commitment to Public Security in the Americas,” adopted within the framework of the First Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas, in Mexico City in 2008. Against this background, he noted that while the focus was on the same points, this does not mean duplicating the efforts undertaken in MISPA I, but rather that the progress made in this area will be evaluated and enhanced with new contributions to existing mechanisms from a prevention, comprehensive, and cooperation perspective. 


The delegation of Ecuador suggested that the issue of prevention should be accorded greater prominence on the agenda and that there should be an exchange of experiences on this matter. This suggestion was supported by the delegations. It was also suggested that the MISPA preparatory process should be undertaken further in advance in order to have more time to develop positions and actions.

Ecuador’s proposal regarding the importance of the issue of prevention was supported by the delegation of Venezuela, which also suggested rearranging the order of this topic.

The delegation of Brazil expressed appreciation for the inclusion of the 5 topics of MISPA, and revisited the proposal put forward in Montevideo to work out a structured process for exchange of information, taking into account the experiences of civil society. The delegation also stressed the importance of having information on outlines of each of the presentations, including the concepts to be managed, and requested further information from the Secretariat concerning civil society participation in the preparatory meetings. As well, the delegation of Brazil requested clarification on the inclusion of the Secretariat’s presentation on international cooperation under item 7, and the reasons for not including the approval of a final document of MISPA II.

A more general proposal for this agenda was suggested by the Delegation of Argentina, as was done at MISPA I.

Expressing appreciation that the 5 key topics from the Commitment were included, and would facilitate follow-up of MISPA I, the delegation of Mexico also noted that because the document “Commitment to Public Security” was still valid, there would be no need for a new document. Noting as well that in Montevideo, the Secretary of the Interior and Police of the Dominican Republic, Franklin Almeyda, had said that prevention would be the main theme of MISPA II, the delegation also emphasized the importance of private meetings of ministers, as occurred in MISPA I in Mexico, and this was supported by the delegations.

The delegation of the United States underscored the need to narrow down the number of presentations at this ministerial meeting, suggesting that written submissions be made by these organizations. Several delegations supported this recommendation. It also recommended that an exchange of experiences on the topic of prevention as well as the topic of best practices in police management be added. 


The delegation of Colombia suggested that a presentation should be selected chosen for each key topic. 


Several delegations requested clarification from the Chair of the topic of “Differentiating between Violence in social interaction and Criminal Violence itself and Organized Crime, for the purposes of public policy design.”


In addition, the delegations requested further clarification from the Chair, regarding item # 8 on the preliminary report of the Chair of MISPA II.


The delegation of Nicaragua suggested giving some emphasis to an exchange of experiences during MISPA II.

The delegation of Haiti suggested rearranging the presentations under item # 4, under the topic of prevention, suggesting that the host country do the first presentation.

Underscoring the need to have a document before going to the ministerial, the Delegation of Brazil indicated that some of the presentations were not the product of a specific mandate of MISPA, and these issues should be considered.
Mr. Christopher Hernández-Roy, Director of the OAS Department of Public Security, in addressing a variety of questions, highlighted the following points:

· Additional presentations have been added to this Ministerial Meeting as there are issues from MISPA I that could be reported.

· In principle, it was thought that there should be a presentation on each of the topics.
· The document issued by MISPA I is still valid, which is why an additional document is not necessary.

· The preliminary report by the Chair does not replace the rapporteur’s report. The aim is for it not to exceed one page and for it to include the results of the meeting.

He also reported on the preparatory meetings with civil society, held in Lima, Peru, on September 16 and 17, 2009, and announced that another one would be held in Montego Bay, Jamaica, on October 20 and 21, 2009.

* Items 4 and 5 on the order of business were not considered at this meeting because of time constraints.

4. Other business

There being no other matter, the Chair adjourned the meeting.
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