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Summary of the meeting held on October 6, 2009

The following delegations participated in this meeting: Argentina, The Bahamas, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Trinidad and Tobago, the United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.

1. Presentation by CARICOM

· Ambassador Izben Williams, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis to the OAS

The presentation on behalf of CARICOM by Ambassador Izben Williams, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis to the OAS, was distributed as document CSH/GT/MISPA II/INF. 4/09. 

2. Presentation of the results of the meeting of civil society organizations in preparation for the Second Meeting of Ministers of Public Security of the Americas (September 16 and 17, 2009, Lima, Peru)

· Josefina Reynoso, Center for Security and Defense Studies (CESEDE) at FUNGLODE


The presentation by Ms. Josefina Reynoso of the Center for Security and Defense Studies (CESEDE) at FUNGLODE was distributed as document CSH/GT/MISPA II/INF. 3/09. 

3. Presentation by the World Bank 

· Alexandre Marc, Lead Specialist on Conflict, Crime and Violence in the World Bank’s Social Development Department


The presentation by Alexandre Marc, Lead Specialist on Conflict, Crime and Violence in the World Bank’s Social Development Department, was distributed as document CSH/GT/MISPA II/INF. 2/09.
4. Presentation by the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) of the OAS

· Lenore García, Director, Department of Education and Culture of SEDI
The presentation by Ms. Lenore García, Director of the Department of Education and Culture of SEDI, was distributed as document CSH/GT/MISPA II/INF. 1/09.  In addition, the video “Toward a Culture of Non-Violence” has been posted on the webpage of the Committee on Hemispheric Security.

Comments by delegations


The delegation of Chile thanked SEDI for its presentation, which included specific proposals. Chile also suggested circulating the video more widely and attaching greater priority to the issue of prevention. 


The delegation of Brazil said the unifying element of the presentations had been the topic of prevention.  It requested Ms. Josefina Reynoso to provide further information on the civil society meeting held in Lima, especially with respect to how the agenda and the document were developed.


Ms. Reynoso explained how the document had been developed and noted the topics discussed at the meeting in Lima.


The Director of the Department of Public Security, Christopher Hernández-Roy, said that preparatory meetings were organized with a view to holding an event. In that sense, he said, no agenda was imposed or suggested. At the Lima meeting, the Secretariat requested comments on some of that meeting’s activities in preparation for MISPA II, including comments on the Commitment document and on the MISPA process.


The delegation of Mexico noted that civil society organizations had supported the MISPA process.


The delegation of Jamaica emphasized the importance of a multidimensional, multisectoral approach to the topic of crime and its prevention. It supported Chile’s statement in favor of placing greater emphasis on the matter of prevention in the final document of MISPA II.


The delegation of Peru recalled the multisectoral approach taken to the prevention issue in the presentations and said that the other pillars of MISPA must not be neglected.  Peru proposed, in this regard, that there be alternating consideration of each of the five pillars at each of the upcoming ministerial meetings.


The delegation of Panama reflected on the topic of preventing crime and violence.


The delegation of Venezuela stressed the importance of giving civil society the freedom to carry out its work and express its ideas. 


The delegation of Argentina pointed to SEDI’s presentation on prevention. In terms of civil society participation, it said that, in order for such participation to be effective, civil society must be clear about the purpose of the meeting. It suggested that, in the future, the civil society meetings be held after the agenda had been approved.


The delegation of Costa Rica stressed the importance of discussing experiences and of civil society’s participation in this process.


The delegation of Haiti emphasized the importance of increased cooperation among international organizations and congratulated the World Bank in particular for its efforts on this issue. 

5. Consideration of the draft schedule of the Second Meeting of Ministers of Public Security of the Americas (CSH/GT/MISPA II-7/09 rev. 1)


The Chair of the Working Group, Ambassador Virgilio Alcántara, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic to the OAS, presented a new version of the draft schedule. He noted that, as suggested at the previous meeting, the number of presentations had been reduced to those which, in the opinion of the Chair and of the General Secretariat, would serve as inputs to the ministerial process.  In this regard he said that a written report would be requested from those organizations who wished to contribute to the process but would not be presenting at the MISPA.

The delegation of El Salvador said it was important that the feasibility study included in the fourth session be circulated beforehand. 

The Director of the Department of Public Security, Christopher Hernández-Roy, noted that a draft of this study had already been presented at the preparatory meeting in Uruguay. 

The United States delegation suggested that the sixth session be entitled “Adoption of Final Document.”

The delegation of Ecuador supported the United States proposal. It also stressed the importance of including keynote remarks in each session.

The delegation of Canada appealed for consistency, requesting that the second session be given the same title as the agenda.

The delegation of Brazil said it was important that the presentations be brief.   It also requested the Secretariat distributed a summary or abstract of each presentation.  Brazil supported the United States proposal concerning the title of the sixth session and said it was essential to allow adequate time for discussion of the final document.

The delegation of Mexico supported the proposals of Canada and the United States.  It also noted that the topic of citizen and community participation had not been included.

The delegation of Uruguay requested that mention of the Inter-American Specialized Conference on Public Security: Meeting of Experts to Prepare for MISPA II be included in the MISPA II schedule. 

The delegation of Saint Kitts and Nevis seconded Uruguay’s proposal and recommended that the conceptual context of crime and violence be taken into account.

6. Consideration of the draft final document of the Second Meeting of Ministers of Public Security of the Americas (CSH/GT/MISPA II-9/09)

The Chair announced that, at the request of delegations, a draft of the final document of the Second Meeting of Ministers of Public Security of the Americas had been circulated. For lack of time, consideration of this document would be taken up at the next meeting.

7. Other business

There being no further business to consider, the meeting was brought to a close.
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