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Taking part in the meeting were the following delegations: Argentina, Belize, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, United States, Uruguay, and Venezuela.

In calling the meeting to order, Mr. Denys Toscanos Amores, Alternate Representative of Ecuador and Chair of the Working Group, gave an overview of the problem of criminal gangs. He recalled that this Working Group was established under the Committee on Hemispheric Security on November 16, 2009, with a mandate to prepare a Regional Strategy to Promote Inter-American Cooperation in Dealing with Criminal Gangs.

1. Election of Vice Chairs

Pursuant to article 28A of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the delegations proceeded to elect the Vice Chairs of the Working Group.

The Delegation of Canada nominated Mr. Giovanni Snidle, Alternate Representative of the United States to the OAS. 

Meanwhile, the Delegation of Guatemala nominated Mr. Héctor Ortega, Alternate Representative of Mexico to the OAS.

Both gentlemen were elected by acclamation.

2. Presentation and approval of the Work Plan and proposed work methodology by the Chair (CSH/GT/PD –9/09)


To carry out the mandates assigned to this Working Group, the Chair suggested the following work methodology, contained in document CSH/GT/PD-9/09:

1. Requesting member states and some governmental and nongovernmental organizations to submit contributions in writing for a possible regional strategy to promote inter-American cooperation in dealing with criminal gangs, based on their national and sub-regional experiences. Those contributions should be submitted to the OAS Department of Public Security before February 12, 2010.

2. Requesting the General Secretariat to prepare a background document, base don its experiences, in particular a study on the definition and classification of gangs, to include proposed thematic outlines to be considered for the strategy. It as also bring together in a single document the material submitted by member states and by the aforementioned organizations.

3. Convening for March 2, 2010 the Second Special Meeting to Continue Studying the Criminal Gang Phenomenon, in keeping with national and subregional priorities, for the member states, inter-American organizations, other international organizations, and civil society to present their national, subregional, and hemispheric perspectives and experiences, with a view to preparing a regional strategy to promote inter-American cooperation in handling criminal gangs.

4. That the Secretariat, together with the Chair and based on these inputs, prepare a first draft of the Strategy and present it to the Working Group on March 25, 2010 for consideration and approval prior to the 2010 General Assembly.

Comments by the delegations


The Delegation of the Eastern Republic of Uruguay thanked the Chair for presenting the work plan, and underscored the importance of contributions from member states.

The Delegation of Guatemala asked whether the deadline of February 12, 2010 could be extended.

Answering the question from the Delegation of Guatemala, the Chair explained that the aim was to fulfill the mandate and he therefore urged the delegations to comply with the established requirements as soon as possible.

For its part, the Delegation of El Salvador asked whether there would be a meeting of this Group after February 12, 2010.

The Delegation of the United States spoke about the Working Group’s mandate to promote inter-American cooperation in combating criminal gangs, noting, in that regard, that contributions could in fact be received after the February 12 deadline and until March 25, when a draft of the Strategy would be ready. As well, the Secretariat was asked to write member states reminding them to send in their contributions on the subject matter. The delegation suggested that the Secretariat produce a compendium of national and regional strategies on existing gangs.


The Delegation of Brazil requested to circulate beforehand a list of organizations that would be asked to contribute to the Regional Strategy to Promote Inter-American Cooperation in Dealing with Criminal Gangs. 

Noting that the Secretariat already had sufficient information on the issue, the Delegation of Colombia said that things were not starting from scratch, and that a second special meeting was needed, and therefore urged the delegations to move beyond dialogue. 

The Chair mentioned some of the international organizations engaged in this area, among them the United Nations (UNICEF, UNODC), subregional integration processes (SICA, CARICOM, CAN), and other agencies such as the IACHR, IIN, PAHO, and Trust for the Americas, among others. 

Addressing the question from Colombia, the Chair said the intention was for the second meeting to not be a review of the conceptual points of the topic, but instead would seek to help these organizations provide information about what they were doing that could be offered as real input for the preparation of the inter-American strategy. 

The Delegation of Brazil requested that point 2 of the methodology should be replaced by operative paragraph 3 of resolution AG/RES. 2461 (XXXIX-O/09).


The work plan was approved.

3. Department of Public Security presentation on the background document, based on its experiences, in particular the study on the definition and classification of gangs, along with proposed thematic areas to be considered for the Strategy 

Mr. Julio Rosenblatt, Chief of the Public Security Policy Section of the Department of Public Security, OAS Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, made a presentation on the definition and categorization of gangs, contained in document CSH/GT/PD/INF. 1/10.

Comments by the delegations:

The Delegation of Panama asked for recommendations of literature on the issue of criminal gangs.


The Delegation of Uruguay thanked the Department of Public Security for its presentation.


Mr. Rosenblatt indicated that the digital library of the Department of Public Security was a good source of information on the subject matter.


And, thanking the Secretariat for its invaluable work in this area, the Delegation of the United States suggested that the Secretariat could identify thematic areas for the Inter-American Strategy, as well as the necessary technical and financial support.

4. Other business
There being no further business, the Chair adjourned the meeting.
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