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The Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the Chair of the Working Group to Prepare a Regional Strategy to Promote Inter-American Cooperation in Dealing with Criminal Gangs, and has the honor to forward the inputs of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela for the development of the Strategy.


The Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to the Organization of American States avails itself of the opportunity to renew to the Chair of the Working Group the assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., March 4, 2010

The Honorable
Chair of the Working Group to Prepare a
  Regional Strategy to Promote Inter-American
  Cooperation in Dealing with Criminal Gangs

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.
Inputs of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela for the Development of a 

Regional Strategy to Promote Inter-American Cooperation in Dealing with Criminal Gangs

March 4, 2010


The Government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, aware that poverty and social exclusion, among other things, create conditions propitious to the emergence and spread of crime in our societies, has implemented a series of social programs taking a fully comprehensive and prevention-based approach, known as Missions, primarily for Venezuelan children and youth, to keep them from turning to crime.


To that end, the Bolivarian Government has created, implemented, and provided support to different Missions and projects, notable among them:  the Negra Hipólita Mission, Ribas Mission, Sucre Mission, and the National Network of Youth and Children’s Orchestras and Choirs of Venezuela.


Negra Hipólita Mission:  Launched in 2006 to combat marginality and help all street children suffering from the scourge of poverty.  The purpose of the Negra Hipólita Mission is to coordinate and promote all aspects of integral care for street children, adolescents, and adults; and adolescents and single mothers, persons with disabilities, and older adults living in extreme poverty.


Robinson Mission:  The main purpose of this mission is to eradicate illiteracy by means of programs facilitating access by all Venezuelans to education at the different levels.  The Mission uses an innovative audiovisual teaching system so as to provide enhanced instruction.  Its achievements include a stark reduction in the number of illiterate persons, i.e., those partially or entirely unable to read or write.  It has been much more effective than similar programs implemented under prior governments, which was demonstrated in late 2005 in a public ceremony, with participation by UNESCO officials, at which the country was declared “illiteracy-free.”


Ribas Mission:  A program implemented by the National Government since November 2003, whose purpose is to reincorporate in a productive educational system all individuals who have not completed the third stage of comprehensive secondary education, so that they can obtain their comprehensive high school diplomas endorsed by the Ministry of Education and Sports.


The Ribas Mission has reached different remote areas of the country, such as plateaus, mountains, river valleys, and prairies, places where high school education was not available, and where many Venezuelans who had not studied for years, as well as many young people without educational opportunities were living.


The Ribas Mission has opened 114 rooms in the country’s different prisons.  Thus far, 70 inmates have earned their comprehensive high school diplomas and another 1,893 are pursuing studies.


Rooms have been set up in indigenous communities, which have enabled 9,877 indigenous persons nationwide to be incorporated in the national educational system.


One thousand nine hundred and forty-nine graduates have been enrolled in the Ministry of Science and Technology’s online Business Technologies Training Program.

Pilot rooms have been opened for persons with audiovisual disabilities.


Currently, 260 Ribas Mission high school graduates are pursuing Comprehensive Community Medical Studies.


Sucre Mission:  a Ministry of Higher Education inclusion program created in 2003.  Its purpose is to municipalize higher education and target it at the regions and localities, taking as a reference point the specific culture of populations with needs, problems, heritage, demands, and potential.


The Sucre Mission arose from a desire to break, by means of higher education, vicious circles of social exclusion.  Its purpose is to incorporate in university education all high school students who wish to study, giving effect to the right to education as a human right, on a free of charge, mandatory basis, enshrined in the Constitution of Venezuela.


High school graduates wishing to pursue a university course program will have no other limitations than those resulting from their aptitudes, vocations, and aspirations.  The Sucre Mission is probably the most important higher education effort ever made in the country.  It is implemented based on high technical quality standards and with commitment and solidarity.


Thus far, a total of 296,781 Venezuelans nationwide have enrolled in different course programs, 80,297 with State scholarships, and 7,921 teachers are working in the different study programs.


Through the University Introduction Program [Programa de Iniciación Universitaria (PIU)], the Sucre Mission has enrolled 182 students from the state of Roraima, Brazil, specifically from Boa Vista and Pacaraima municipalities, as well as two students from Peru, for a total of 184 foreign students included in the region’s educational plan.


Thus far, 316,097 students have completed the University Introduction Program.  At present, it has 93,437 high school graduates, 586 coordinators, 3,237 facilitators, 1,118 manual workers, 1,956 teachers, and 1,719 classrooms.  As regards scholarships, 79% are active, 3% are under review, and 18% have been withdrawn.


National Network of Youth and Children’s Orchestras and Choirs of Venezuela:  Created in 1975, it constitutes a pioneering experience in Venezuela.  This initiative has provided music education to over a million Venezuelan youth and children, transcending the sphere of art to become a social development project well-known in Venezuela and abroad.


When a child or young person is involved in the uplifting aspects of music, he or she will little accommodate involvement in criminal activities.


There are now over 130 local groups nationwide, and groups are being created in the juvenile detention center and for at-risk or delinquent youth.


The positive results of this important project have been endorsed by UNESCO, the Inter-American Development Bank, and the United Nations Development Programme, among others.


The major achievements in the citizen security area in our country now attest to its advances and achievements in the prevention, social inclusion, and anti-poverty areas.


Venezuela considers that the phenomenon of criminal gangs should be addressed in a cross-cutting manner, i.e., rather than stigmatize the persons involved, it is important to review the structural causes of the problem that lead our countries’ youth to choose to involve themselves with and join criminal groups.  For Venezuela, it is important to promote prevention and education programs than can impact our societies and reduce the spread of this scourge.


Regarding the subject of types of law enforcement, although participation in criminal gangs in not explicitly criminalized in Venezuelan legislation, the Organic Law against Organized Crime criminalizes participation in a criminal group, whatever its type, organized to perpetrate one or more of the crimes stipulated therein.  Additionally, Article 286 of the Code of Penal Procedure criminalizes and provides for imprisonment for the crime of conspiracy [agavillamiento], i.e., association of two or more persons with criminal intent.


The Organic Law for the Protection of Children and Adolescents establishes a system of adolescent criminal responsibility, applicable to all those aged 12 up to 18, which includes the perpetration of organized crime, so that it is perfectly feasible to investigate, prosecute, and rehabilitate those participating in gangs on the same terms as are lawful in other counties.


Lastly, the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela recognizes that much remains to be done, and we are ever attentive to advances and contributions that other friendly countries can make available to us through their experience in this area.
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