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General Comments

· Canada supports the development of a regional strategy to address this important challenge.  Canada’s view is that a concise and high-level strategy that should, as a first step, assist the regional states by setting out a common definitions and broad approaches in dealing with criminal gangs. These broad approaches should include a section on prevention, rehabilitation and law enforcement, as this represents the main pillars of the strategy.  

· However, the strategy is not the appropriate document in which to agree specific or detailed actions, projects or programs currently included in the “Notable Experience” section. Such detail agreements should be left to the development, once a strategy is agreed, of a Plan of Action.       

· The Strategy should set out clearly its objectives and parameters, within its introductory section.

· The Strategy should include, for the consideration of member states, brief definitions of the types of criminal gangs referenced in the document. It would be important also to explore the linkages between these groups and recognize the challenges in arriving at common definitions.  This exercise might provide some useful clarifications and better illustrate why different responses are required for different classifications of criminal gangs.  For example, the Strategy currently provides a discrete classification for “violent gangs,” although it is recognized that all gangs are involved in violence to some degree.

· It is recommended that the strategy also make reference to the Criminal Gang resolution that will be presented at the General Assembly.

Comments on Specific Sections

In the Introduction Section, there is significant duplication between paragraphs 3 and 4, which could likely be merged. 

The title “Notable Experience” is confusing and should be removed. However the six bullet points on page 3 should be kept at a strategic level, e.g. arriving at operational definitions and classifications, sharing of information and best practices, and promotion of coordination among donor agencies.  These might usefully be presented in the draft as the Strategy’s broad goals and areas for further work. However, we suggest that current points 4 and 5 be removed.

Prevention, Rehabilitation and Social Reincorporation, Law enforcement

· Each sub-section could begin with a chapeau statement speaking to the importance and agreed principles/approaches of each component of the Strategy. 

· For example, Canada strongly supports integrated, evidence-based community solutions to interventions and programming, where feasible, in the prevention and rehabilitation of criminal gangs.  This is the kind of principle that could be enunciated in these sections.

· Many of the approaches and activities included under the various types of criminal gangs repeat themselves (e.g. training of police).  Approaches common to addressing various types of criminal gangs could be signaled early in each sub-section, followed by those approaches which are unique to a particular classification of criminal gang.
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