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The Office of the Permanent Representative of Peru presents its compliments to the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security and, in reply to the invitation to member states to participate in this process of reflection on ways to further strengthen the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB), encloses herewith recommendations to said Committee for strengthening the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) and its capability to advise OAS member states and other appropriate organs and entities of the Organization.


The Office of the Permanent Representative of Peru to the Organization of American States avails itself of the occasion to reiterate the assurances of its highest and most distinguished consideration

Washington, D.C., October 27, 2010

To

The Honorable

Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH)

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.

Proposal of Peru on the Future of the Inter-American Defense Board

In response to the invitation to member states to participate in the process of reflection on ways to further strengthen the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) led by the Working Group that has been created and in accordance with the terms of reference contained in resolution AG/RES. 2573 (XL-O/10) adopted at the last General Assembly in Lima, in particular operative paragraph 15 thereof, this Mission observes the following:

The projection over time of the Inter-American Defense Board requires that its mission be redefined within the working framework of the Organization, which itself must take into account the new regional security and defense scenarios and how these variables relate to the objectives of peace and social development in the Hemisphere.

Its new design requires greater integration of its work with that performed at present by the Organization of American States through its Committee for Multidimensional Security under the human security approach.  In turn, the design must also be consistent with the multifaceted character of the new threats in the region.  A modern vision of regional defense and security also requires the inclusion of an integrated, democratic, and civilian leadership of these matters.

It should be borne in mind that any vision that would give the IADB greater scope and projection over time supposes a readiness on the part of states to take up a reform of its statutes. Therefore, the Working Group should include proposals of this nature in its consolidated report with a view to their subsequent review by the appropriate bodies, such as those in which the regulatory framework that launched this reflection process was adopted.

The reforms proposed to that end are as follows:

1. Incorporation of the IADB Secretariat in the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, maintaining the rule that the position of Director General is an elected post, not an appointed one.

2. The incorporation of the IADB in the structure of the Committee on Multidimensional Security, composed of other organs, including CICAD, CICTE, etc., will have to be settled once the responsibilities ancillary to the joint work of the Committee in the area of disarmament and security have been determined. The organs of the Committee will continue to be served and supported by their combined secretariat.

3. The IADB could operate as an organ that coordinates the role of the armed forces in support of policies determined by the Committee on Multidimensional Security for the hemisphere in the context of the so-called new security threats, in particular drug trafficking and disasters, whether natural or man-made.

4. Transfer of supervision of demining work to the AICMA Program so as to strengthen the multilateral nature of these military and humanitarian cooperation activities and centralize coordination of the work with beneficiary governments.

Washington, D.C., October 27, 2010
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