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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER STRENGTHENING OF THE INTER-AMERICAN DEFENSE BOARD (IADB) AND ITS CAPABILITY TO ADVISE OAS MEMBER STATE
S AND OTHER APPROPRIATE OAS ORGANS AND ENTITIES IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH ITS STATUTES

Operative paragraph 15: AG/RES. 2573 (XL-O/10), “Support for the Activities
of the Inter-American Defense Board”

(El Salvador)
PERMANENT MISSION OF EL SALVADOR

TO THE
ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

Note 277/2010


The Permanent Mission of El Salvador to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the General Secretariat–Secretariat of the Committee on Hemispheric Security–and submits for its attention the considerations and recommendations of the Republic of El Salvador in the framework of resolution AG/RES. 2573 (XL-O/10) “Support for the Activities of the Inter-American Defense Board.”


The Permanent Mission of El Salvador avails itself of the opportunity to reiterate to the General Secretariat–Secretariat of the Committee on Hemispheric Security–the assurances of its distinguished consideration.

Washington, D.C., November 24, 2010
General Secretariat of the OAS

Committee on Hemispheric Security

Washington, D.C.
PERMANENT MISSION OF EL SALVADOR TO THE OAS

CONSIDERATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE REPUBLIC OF EL SALVADOR IN THE FRAMEWORK OF RESOLUTION AG/RES. 2573 (XL-O/10) “SUPPORT FOR THE ACTIVITIES OF THE INTER-AMERICAN DEFENSE BOARD”

In follow-up to note CSH 84/10 of September 21, whereby the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, Ambassador Jorge Skinner-Kleé, Permanent Representative of Guatemala to the OAS, invited member states to send "the recommendations of their country for further strengthening of the IADB and its capability to advise OAS member states and other appropriate OAS organs and entities in accordance with its Statutes,” the Permanent Mission of El Salvador to the OAS puts forward the following considerations and recommendations:

1. Transform the military-corporation culture of the IADB into that of an organization that represents the broadest possible outlooks on regional defense matters, subordinate to the Ministries or Secretariats of Defense.
2. Strengthen civilian-military relations within the IADB, urging member states to constitute mixed delegations before the Board that include civilian and military personnel.

3. In order to unify interests and galvanize relations between military personnel and OAS diplomatic staff, as well as to increase mutual understanding in the context of hemispheric security, it is recommended, whenever the topics so warrant, to hold joint meetings of the Committee on Hemispheric Security and the IADB at the facilities of the Board.

4. To orient the work of the IADB in its role as an advisory body to member states toward the following issues: fight against drug trafficking and terrorism; natural disasters, human rights, military legislation, peacekeeping operations, women in the armed forces, and other topics arising from the Declaration on Security in the Americas.

5. The IADB should encourage, through the IADC, the broadening of consultation, technical advisory, and educational services on security and defense matters, offering openings to institutions involved in hemispheric security, such as official agencies for public security, civil protection, ministries of foreign affairs/interior/public security/justice, and academic institutions, among others.

6. Consideration should be given to the advisability of the installation of the IADC in the same building as the IADB, insofar as the former is a subordinate institution of the latter. 

7. Begin a comprehensive review of the study program of the Inter-American Defense College that leads to the update and transformation of the “Advanced Course in Continental Defense” into a “Higher Studies Course on Hemispheric Security,” seeking the permanent joint participation of civilian and military personnel.

8. Strengthen the central role that the IADB plays as Secretariat for different meetings, including the Conference of Ministers of Defense of the Americas, American Armies Conference, Inter-American Naval Conference, System of Cooperation of American Air Forces, and Defense Council of the Union of South American Nations.

9. Encourage member states to provide voluntary contributions through their defense ministries in order to support the operation of the IADB.
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