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October 15, 2010

Excellency,


I have the honor of forwarding the recommendations of the Dominican Republic for further strengthening of the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) and its capability to advise OAS member states and other appropriate OAS organs and entities, pursuant to operative paragraph 15 of resolution AG/RES 2573 (XL-0/10).


In this regard, we are meeting the deadline of October 15 mentioned in your communication of September 21, 2010.


I avail myself of the occasion to reiterate the assurances of my highest and most distinguished consideration.


Virgilio Alcantara


Ambassador, Permanent Representative

His Excellency

Mr. Jorge Skinner-Klee

Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Guatemala

Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE DELEGATION OF THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC FOR FURTHER STRENGTHENING OF THE IADB AND ITS CAPABILITY TO ADVISE OAS MEMBER STATES AND OTHER APPROPRIATE OAS ORGANS AND ENTITIES  IN ACCORDANCE WITH ITS STATUTES

1.
BACKGROUND:

Having seen: the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS); resolution AG/RES. 1 (XXXII-E/06), “Statutes of the Inter-American Defense Board,” adopted on March 15, 2006; resolutions AG/RES. 2300 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2400 (XXXVIII-O/08), AG/RES. 2482 (XXXIX-O/09); AG/RES. 2573 (XL-O/10), “Support for the Activities of the Inter-American Defense Board,” approved on June 5, 2007, June 3, 2008, June 4, 2009, and June 8, 2010, respectively; and resolution AG/RES. 2446 (XXXIX-O/09), Support for the Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas in Housing Its Institutional Memory
Bearing in mind resolution AG/RES. 2485 (XXXIX-O/09) Special Security Concerns of the Small Island States of the Caribbean;

Taking note of the Declaration of Bridgetown AG/DEC. 27 (XXXII-O/02), Bridgetown, Barbados on the Multidimensional Approach to Hemispheric Security;

Reaffirming the Declaration on Security in the Americas, Mexico 2003, OEA/Ser. K/XXXVIII CES/dec.1/03 Rev. 1 of October 28, 2003, which establishes that the concept of security in the hemisphere is Multidimensional in scope;

2.
CONSIDERATIONS:

a.
That, having read the history of the IADB, which shows the different stages that have passed in the IADB from 1942 to 2010, and noting that in 2006 it underwent an amendment of its statutes which recognized the IADB as an entity of the OAS whose purpose is to provide the OAS and its member states with technical and educational advice and consultancy services on matters related to military and defense issues in the Hemisphere in order to contribute to the fulfillment of the OAS Charter; the statutes also refer to the support that it must provide to the smaller states, whose level of vulnerability is greater in the face of traditional threats and of new threats, concerns, and other challenges.

b.
Taking note: 1.- That the contributions made by the IADB to OAS member states, organs, and other entities that comprise the Inter-American system over time have had a great impact in the area of confidence- and security-building measures, including humanitarian de-mining, inasmuch as Central America has been declared an antipersonnel-mine-free-zone; 2.- Of the support provided by the IADB, through its situation room, which was set up as a clearinghouse for information on disasters and disaster response efforts in the countries of the Hemisphere; 3.- That the Inter-American Defense College, as the educational arm of the IADB, contributes to the training of civilian, military, and police officials, providing them with the necessary instruction at the highest strategic level on Hemispheric Security and Defense issues; 4.- That the IADB has agreed to serve as the Institutional Memory of the Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas (CDMA).

c.
Bearing in mind the emergence of other regional and subregional entities and agencies in our hemisphere, which are similar in character to the Inter-American Defense Board, in terms of technical issues of an assorted nature and multidimensional scope.

d.
Taking into account: that the multidimensional security approach not only refers to traditional threats, but also must encompass new threats and challenges, including political, economic, social, health-related, and environmental factors, and that in no instance does this entail a threat to the sovereignty of states, since the concept of security refers specifically to the condition of the individual as a member of a state and not as an independent entity.

e.
That within the framework of the OAS, the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) is the forum where security issues of the hemisphere are discussed.

f.
Taking note that one of the functions of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security is to establish and maintain cooperation ties with the IADB and the Inter-American Defense College.

g.
Recognizing that the countries of the hemisphere face traditional threats, new threats, concerns, and other challenges of an assorted nature and multidimensional scope which could undermine the political, economic, and social foundations of our countries and disrupt democracy in our nations, and that the contribution of the IADB in providing assistance on these fronts is grounded in civilian-military interaction as a fundamental instrument to advance confidence building and peace in the hemisphere

h.
Considering operative paragraph 15 of resolution AG/RES. 2573, adopted at the Fortieth Regular Session of the General Assembly, held in Lima, Peru, which invites member states to consider and propose recommendations to the CSH before December 1, 2010, for further strengthening of the IADB and its capability to advise OAS member states and other appropriate OAS organs and entities in accordance with its statutes, and also operative paragraph 16 of the same resolution, which requests the Secretariats of the IADB and Multidimensional Security (SMS), in keeping with the Statutes of the IADB, to work together to promote greater interaction to strengthen the IADB as an entity of the OAS.

i.
That in the frame of reference of multidimensionality in our hemisphere, it should be noted that the IADB has the technical capability to support strategic analysis and studies on issues of that are under the jurisdiction of member states.

3.
RECOMMENDATIONS:

A.
COUNCIL OF DELEGATES:


-
Promote closer relations and cooperation between high-ranking civilian and military officials of the IADB member states and the OAS through the creation of joint committees, composed of members of the Council of Delegates of the Inter-American Defense Board and of the Committee on Hemispheric Security of the OAS, in order to address topics of diverse and multidimensional scope and to enable them to interact and offer the appropriate advisory services to the Permanent Council and other political bodies of the OAS, in accordance with Articles 3 (c) and 11 (l) of the IADB statutes. In carrying out their work, the Committees would be able to use the facilities of the OAS or the IADB, without distinction.

-
To strengthen the interaction of the IADB with the OAS, in particular with the Committee on Hemispheric Security, steps should be taken to ensure the participation of one of the high-ranking officials of the IADB, either the Chair of the Council of Delegates or a representative, so that they might sit on the CSH to take part in its discussions.

-
Bearing in mind the IADB statutes, member states should appoint specialist civilian functionaries and security and/or police officials as advisors to the IADB Secretariat, in order to foster civilian-military relations as provided in the IADB statutes.

-
Furnish the Inter-American Defense Board with the resources that it needs to provide technical advisory services to the OAS and its member states on different issues of an assorted nature and multidimensional scope, in accordance with article 3 (g) of the IADB statutes.

-
Pursuant to Article 11 (m) of the IADB statutes, the Board should establish mechanisms for cooperation and information exchange on matters of common interest with different subregional, regional, and global agencies concerned with issues of an assorted nature and multidimensional scope, to which end it should be requested that the chiefs of delegation to the Council of Delegates of the IADB and/or the observers to the IADB from the countries that occupy the chair of those agencies also be appointed as liaisons between the IADB and the agency over which their country presides.

-
Foster integration of those OAS member states that are not represented on the IADB by submitting a request to the ministries of foreign affairs of those states to the effect that a member of their mission to the OAS be appointed representative and chief of delegation to the Council of Delegates of the IADB.

-
The defense attaché accredited in the United States for the host country of the Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas should be designated liaison between the Pro tempore Secretariat of the Conference and the IADB during their country's tenure as host; and that the IADB send the records of the declarations adopted at these conferences to the CSH.
-
The military, naval and air attachés accredited in the United States for the host countries of the Conference of American Armies, the Inter-American Naval Conference, and the Conference of American Air Chiefs should be designated liaisons between the Pro tempore Secretariats of the Conferences and the IADB during their respective countries’ tenure as host; and that the IADB send the records of the declarations adopted at these conferences to the CSH.
-
Envisage in the future, as part of the process of further strengthening the IADB and its capability to advise OAS member states and other appropriate OAS organs and entities, an amendment to the IADB statutes in order to change its name, structure, and purposes, so as to align it with the new approach to defense and multidimensional security.


B.
IADB SECRETARIAT:

-
The Committee on Hemispheric Security and the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security should enable the participation of the IADB on issues on their agenda of an assorted nature and multidimensional scope, so as to have access to the relevant advisory services on matters that call for the expertise of the IADB. 

-
The IADB Secretariat should appoint civilian, military, or police officials as liaisons to the Committee on Hemispheric Security and the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security in order to contribute to the success of the work of the other committees that address the issue of threats of a multidimensional nature and which have to use the coordination channels of the IADB with defense or interior ministries.


C.
INTER-AMERICAN DEFENSE COLLEGE:

-
The Committee on Hemispheric Security, in conjunction with the Inter-American Defense Board and in coordination with the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, as an organ of the OAS General Secretariat, should encourage greater civilian participation in the online courses that the Inter-American Defense College imparts on the inter-American system, conflict management and resolution, and other topics of general interest, under a partnership agreement with the OAS Educational Portal of the Americas, which would benefit the community of civilian officials of member states accredited with the missions to the OAS and bilateral embassies who wish to broaden their knowledge of the inter-American system.

-
Urge the Inter-American Defense College to create short on-site and online courses and to target a combination of these at the community of civilian, military, and police officials of member states accredited with the missions to the OAS, IADB, and bilateral embassies who wish to broaden their knowledge of the inter-American system; and call on the IADC to create online courses to be held within individual member states by academic institutions for civilian, military and police officials and civil society organizations of states, in order to expand their knowledge of the inter-American system.

-
The Committee on Hemispheric Security, together with the Inter-American Defense Board and the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, should promote, in conjunction with other local bodies (inter alia, National Defense University, American University, Georgetown University, George Washington University, and the Inter-American Dialogue), strategic accords to strengthen the advisory services role required by the OAS in multidimensional security affairs.

-
We also recommend that the Inter-American Defense College foment academic excellence by continuing to raise its academic level with a view to offering its own masters degree which would benefit the member states as a whole.
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