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Canada’s recommendations for further strengthening

the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB)
Enhancing security in the Americas is a Canadian foreign and defence policy priority. In this respect, Canada is committed to supporting effective and modern defence and security institutions in the Americas. Canada believes a modernized IADB could make a significant contribution to enhancing hemispheric security. Despite the current environment of declining resources and organizational challenges, Canada believes the IADB can still be positioned to provide a unique multilateral channel of defence communication and cooperation and a source of expertise on contemporary strategic issues. In order to do so, the Board would need to establish clear priorities and implement relevant reforms. The inter-American system is in need of a permanent defence and security institution capable of supporting the region’s political leadership in addressing hemispheric defence challenges. Delay is no longer an option. The Board needs to maximize its delivery of the various dimensions of its existing statutory mandate and establish itself as more useful to the broader membership or it risks becoming irrelevant to the needs of the Hemisphere. 

Canada proposes an agenda for reform to strengthen the IADB that is built upon the following four main pillars:

· Increase the coherence and effectiveness of the Inter-American multilateral system on defence and security matters by enhancing the integration of the IADB into the OAS. Ensuring greater coherence and effectiveness is a key Canadian objective for the broader Inter-American system as a whole. It could be achieved in the defence and security sector by developing better cooperation mechanisms between the Board and the OAS Committee on Hemispheric Security and the OAS Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, thereby replicating for defence issues the structure already in place for OAS meetings of Ministers of Justice and of Public Security. Canada does not believe the 2006 reforms which created a juridical link between the Board and the OAS went far enough and recommends the strengthening of the relationship between the IADB secretariat and the OAS Secretariat for Multidimensional Security. The IADB needs to work within the OAS system in a complementary role to the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security. The IADB’s institutional link to the Conference of Defence Ministers of the Americas (CDMA) should also be solidified by making the IADB the permanent secretariat of the CDMA. Canada also supports the physical move of the IADB from the Casa del Soldado to the OAS Secretariat buildings to further cement coordination and collaboration and reduce expenses.

· Deepen the IADB's focus on civil-military relations in the hemisphere by having IADB delegates represent Defence Ministers as well as armed forces, sending the message that defence issues are part of the civilian sector’s agenda and not exclusively the domain of the military. This reform would be consistent with the 2006 OAS resolution on the Statutes of the Inter-American Defense Board and would bring the Board into line with the region’s transition toward civilian oversight and leadership on defence and military matters. Consideration should also be given to reviewing the role of the Council of Delegates within an revitalized IADB to ensure that its functions and responsibilities are reflective of the revitalized Board.. 

· Increase hemispheric cooperation on new and emerging defence and security issues by utilizing the IADB to address such challenges as the defence role in combating illegal trafficking and responses to natural disasters. Niche work by the Board on other contemporary issues such as cooperation between the defence and public security sectors or the challenges posed by increased military expenditure in the Americas should also be considered.
· Ensure greater clarity concerning the IADB's advisory role including by considering a change in its name. The Board should be renamed Defence Council of the Americas. This name would be more contemporary and would better reflect the IADB’s mandate to provide the OAS and its member states with technical and educational advice and consultancy services on hemispheric defence and security issues.
[image: image1.emf]In Canada’s view, the changes anticipated by reform under each of these pillars will help position the institution to play an effective and more results-oriented role in hemispheric affairs. Cooperation amongst all IADB members will be essential to affect the reforms needed. Those members willing to invest in such change could also consider identifying resources, both human and financial, to assist the Chair and secretariat in carrying out such recommendations. Should these recommendations ultimately be accepted by the member states, Ministers at the 2011 OAS General Assembly could conceivably be asked to endorse these reforms. 
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