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18 October 2010

COMMITTEE ON HEMISPHERIC SECURITY
Original: Portuguese
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER STRENGTHENING OF THE INTER-AMERICAN DEFENSE BOARD (IADB) AND ITS CAPABILITY TO ADVISE THE MEMBER STATES 
AND OTHER APPROPRIATE OAS ORGANS AND ENTITIES IN ACCORDANCE
WITH ITS STATUTES 

Operative paragraph 15: AG/RES. 2573 (XL-O/10), “Support for the activities 
of the Inter-American Defense Board”

(Brazil)

PERMANENT MISSION OF BRAZIL
TO THE 
ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

No. 363

The Permanent Mission of Brazil to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the Secretariat of the Committee on Hemispheric Security and has the honor to forward herewith, for distribution to the other missions, Brazil’s initial contribution for the process of reflection on the strengthening of the Inter-American Defense Board, pursuant to operative paragraph 15 of resolution AG/RES. 2573 (LX-O/10) of the last regular session of the General Assembly.

Given that internal discussions on the issue by the government of Brazil are ongoing, any additional elements will likely be presented during the meetings of the relevant Informal Working Group of the Committee on Hemispheric Security.

The Permanent Mission of Brazil avails itself of this opportunity to convey to the Secretariat of the Committee on Hemispheric Security renewed assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., October 15, 2010
Strengthening of the Inter-American Defense Board
Initial contribution of Brazil


In operative paragraphs 15, 16, and 17 of resolution AG/RES. 2573 (LX-O/10), the OAS General Assembly issues mandates for reflection on the strengthening of the IADB.  The resolution also provides for the IADB itself, as well as the Committee on Hemispheric Security and the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, to be involved in that process.


The aforementioned resolution limits the process of reflection to the terms of the IADB’s Statutes (Resolution 1/06).  The proposals to be considered in this context must therefore conform to the parameters set forth therein, both in terms of the thematic scope of the Board’s operations as well as in terms of its own positioning within the institutional structure of the OAS.

Document – dated 2006 – the IADB Statutes were the product of intense negotiations and provides an appropriate basis for promoting the strengthening of the activities of the Board. In keeping with the aforementioned document, which establishes the Board as primarily a technical advisory, consultative, and educational body on military and defense issues in the Hemisphere. Since it is not operational in nature, a strengthened IADB could be involved in the following activities:
· Consolidation and evaluation of member state notifications on confidence- and security-building measures.
· Consolidation and evaluation of member state notifications and reports within the framework of the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions.

· Extending IADB support to the Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas: beyond preserving that forum’s institutional memory, to also serve as executive secretariat for the CDMA.
· Maintenance and enhancement of IADB operations – through international monitors – in support of the Comprehensive Action against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA) Program:  in mine-clearing and weapons destruction.
· Enhancing IADB channels for dialogue and interaction with other OAS bodies, to implement any joint activities, in accordance with its Statutes, and to raise awareness among the member states about its activities.

· Reflection on a possible role for the IADB in socio-natural disasters and humanitarian assistance, in keeping with its Statutes, under the coordination of the OAS bodies responsible for humanitarian assistance.

· Reflection on the strengthening of civilian-military relations in the Hemisphere, including as related to community and social actions.
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