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Record of the informal meeting of the Informal Working Group to Reflect 
on the Issue of the Inter-American Defense Board, held on October 22, 2010

The following delegations participated at the informal meeting:  Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, United States, and Uruguay.

Alternate Representative of El Salvador César Martínez, Chair of the Working Group, presided over the meeting.

At this meeting, Flavio J. Medina, Alternate Representative of the Dominican Republic, was elected as Vice Chair of this Informal Group.

The Chair of the Informal Group reported that contributions were received in writing from Barbados, Dominican Republic, Brazil, and Canada. Accordingly, he outlined the four focal points for his report to the Committee on Hemispheric Security, based on contributions received to date:
1. Action to strengthen the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB)
2. Action to improve the IADB’s capability to advise the member states
3. Action to improve the IADB’s capability to advise other appropriate OAS organs and entities 
4. Other ideas –  To be included under this point are observations and recommendations that currently do not fit in with the mandate in operative paragraph 15 of resolution AG/RES. 2573 (XL-O/10), relating to recommendations in accordance with the IADB Statutes, but which have been put forward by member states and qualify to be considered.
The Chair noted that in keeping with the principles of multilateralism, the meetings of this Informal Group will be open. He also stressed that what takes priority was the written report submitted by member states.


As well, the Chair highlighted the following recommendations that were based on the reports received:

· Significant support is being provided for the role of the IADB as regards measures to promote confidence- and security-building, the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions (CITAAC), mines, institutional memory of the Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas, and humanitarian assistance in disaster situations.
· Although the IADB is military-related, there is a tendency to include security issues. 
· Physically move the IADB to the General Secretariat Building 

· Strengthen civilian-military relations
· Improved cooperation is being urged between the IADB and the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security (SMS) to encourage the IADB to also provide the SMS assistance in implementing the Declaration on Security in the Americas

· Change the name of the IADB
· Integrate the IADB into the multidimensional security paradigm
· Structural reform of the IADB, including its budget
· Relationship between IADB and non-traditional threats
· In terms of the Inter-American Defense College, improvement related to curriculum and knowledge transfer is urged
· Greater interaction between IADB officers and civil authorities on defense issues
· Establishment of online courses and partnerships with area think-tanks 

The delegation of the United States suggested inviting the IADB and the SMS to this group’s informal meetings so as to be updated on progress in the interaction between the SMS and the IADB and the self-assessment of the IADB.

The Informal Group decided to: 

· Adopt the system of minutes and aide-memoires for delegations that are not able to participate.

· Submit a situation report on October 28, 2010 to the Committee on Hemispheric Security.
· As far as possible, hold three additional meetings before November 30.
· Submit the final report of this Group to the CSH on November 30, 2010.
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