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The Permanent Mission of Mexico to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, His Excellency, Ambassador Jorge Skinner-Klee, in reference to his communication CSH 84/10 of September 21, 2010, in which he requested member states to submit their recommendations for further strengthening of the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) and its capability to advise OAS member states and other appropriate organs and entities of the Organization.


The Mission has the pleasure of enclosing herewith the preliminary recommendations from Mexico for further strengthening of the Inter-American Defense Board.


The Permanent Mission of Mexico to the Organization of American states avails itself of the occasion to reiterate to the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, His Excellency, Ambassador Jorge Skinner-Klee, the assurances of its warm regards and distinguished consideration.

Washington, D.C., October 26, 2010

To:

His Excellency, Ambassador Jorge Skinner-Klee
Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.
RECOMMENDATIONS OF MEXICO FOR FURTHER STRENGTHENING OF THE 
INTER-AMERICAN DEFENSE BOARD (IADB) AND ITS CAPABILITY TO ADVISE 
OAS MEMBER STATES AND OTHER APPROPRIATE OAS ORGANS AND ENTITIES
Operative paragraph 15 of resolution AG/RES. 2573 (XL-O/10) “Support for the Activities of the Inter-American Defense Board,” adopted by the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS) at its fortieth regular session, invites member states to propose recommendations to the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH) for further strengthening of the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB) and its capability to advise OAS member states and other appropriate OAS organs and entities.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

· Inclusion of the IADB in the structure of the OAS General Secretariat

In accordance with Article 9 of its Statutes the IADB is composed of three organs:  The Council of Delegates, the Secretariat, and the Inter-American Defense College.  Mexico believes that of the three organs, the Secretariat of the IADB is the one that should be modified in order to strengthen the Board and its capability to advise OAS member states and other appropriate organs and entities of the Organization.

In order to improve the capability of the IADB, its Secretariat should be included in the structure of the OAS General Secretariat, as part of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security (SMS).

At present the SMS is composed of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE), the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), and the Department of Public Security (DPS), which provide advisory services in their respective fields.  However, the SMS has no area in charge of follow-up on military and defense issues, which would be covered by the Secretariat of the IADB.

The IADB could operate in a manner similar to that in which CICTE does at present.  In other words, it would have an organ representing the member states (the current Council of Delegates) and a Technical Secretariat.  The IADB would also have an academic body (the current IADC).  The functions of the Council of Delegates and the IADC would be very similar to those currently set forth in the Statutes.

The Secretariat of the IADB could consist of an Executive Secretary, an Assistant Executive Secretary, and staff (civilian or military) appointed by interested states to follow up on the various matters that would directly concern the functions of the IADB.  For example, staff would be in charge, inter alia, of confidence- and security-building measures, humanitarian demining, natural disasters, the memory of the CDMA, defense white papers, and conventional weapons (Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions).

A first step could be the appointment of two IADB officials as liaisons in the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security.  However, we believe that the entire IADB Secretariat should be integrated in the structure of the OAS General Secretariat.
The Council of Delegates would be in charge, just as the representative bodies of CICAD and CICTE are, of the preparation of an annual Work Plan which would be implemented by the Board’s Technical Secretariat.  The Executive Secretary of the IADB would be responsible for seeking external funds to implement the Work Plan.
· Offices of the Council of Delegates and the Secretariat of the IADB:

In order to reduce the administrative costs of maintaining the “Casa del Soldado,” Mexico is in favor of the IADB Secretariat having its offices in the OAS Administration Building.  The Council of Delegates could also meet at the OAS headquarters.

· Relationship to the Committee on Hemispheric Security.

Mexico is in favor of the Committee on Hemispheric Security continuing to encourage the participation of staff of the IADB Secretariat in its meetings whenever there are issues connected with the functions of the Board on the agenda.  In this way, the IADB Secretariat would advise the OAS General Secretariat and the CSH on issues such as CSB, natural disasters, humanitarian demining, memory of the CDMA, defense white papers, and conventional weapons, in continuing accordance with its statutes.
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