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PROGRESS REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE INFORMAL WORKING GROUP TO REFLECT ON THE SUBJECT OF THE INTER-AMERICAN DEFENSE BOARD

I. PROCEEDINGS
Pursuant to the proposal put forward at the meeting of September 16, 2010, the Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security asked for comments by the delegations regarding their recommendations for strengthening the IADB and its capability to advise OAS member states and other appropriate OAS organs and entities in accordance with its statutes, as stipulated in resolution AG/RES. 2573 (XL-O/10, “Support for the Activities of the Inter-American Defense Board.”

Those comments were to be sent through the Secretariat by no later than October 15 of this year.

In view of that deadline, the Chair of the Informal Working Group on the subject of the Inter-American Defense Board convened the first meeting of the Group for Friday, October 22, the idea being to start work based on the member states’ inputs.
At that meeting, Mr. Flavio J. Medina, Alternate Representative of the Dominican Republic, was elected Vice Chair of this Informal Group.
Based on the reports received by that date, a proposal was put forward detailing what the Chair regards as the four main axes of a possible final report to be submitted to the Committee on Hemispheric Security, pursuant to the mandate contained in paragraph 15 of resolution AG/RES.2573 (XL-O/10):
1. Actions to strengthen the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB);

2. Actions to enhance the capacity of the IADB to advise the member states;
3. Actions to enhance the capacity of the IADB to advise other appropriate OAS organs and entities;

4. Other ideas – This heading will include observations and recommendations that do not currently fit the mandate of paragraph 15 of resolution AG/RES. 2573 (XL-O/10), which refers to recommendations in accordance with the statutes of the IADB, but that have been made by the member states and merit consideration.
The Chair of the Informal Working Group wishes to remind that the final product of his term will be the presentation of a report consolidating all the recommendations of the member states, structured around the four aforementioned axes.

So far, the following recommendations submitted by member states before October 22, 2010 (Barbados, Canada, Brazil and Dominican Republic) have been identified:

· There is great support for the part played by the IADB in connection with confidence- and security-building measures; the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions (CITAAC); demining; the institutional memory of the Conference of Defense Ministers of the Americas; and humanitarian assistance in the event of disasters.

· Although the IADB does have to do with military matters, the trend is to include security issues in its remit;

· Physically moving the IADB to the General Secretariat Building. 

· Strengthening civilian-military ties;
· Calls for greater cooperation between the IADB and the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security (SMS) and for the IADB to offer to assist the SMS with implementing the Declaration on Security in the Americas;
· Changing the IADB’s name;
· Incorporating the IADB in the multidimensional security paradigm;

· Structural reform of the IADB, including its budget;

· Involving the IADB with non-traditional threat issues;

· Calls for improving the Inter-American Defense College’s curriculum and transfer of knowledge;

· More interaction between IADB authorities and civilian authorities on defense issues; and

· Establishing online courses and partnerships with local think tanks.


To begin with, the Working Group has agreed to:

1. Present a progress report at this meeting;

2. Hold informal meetings every week, if possible, until the start of international hemispheric security activities, scheduled for the second half of November.

3. Distribute the minutes or summaries of the informal meetings, in order to keep this plenary properly informed;

4. Submit the final report of this Group to the CSH on November 30, 2010.

The Chair of the Informal Working Group announces that so far only six member states (Barbados, Canada, Brazil, Dominican Republic, Mexico, and United States) have sent in their written comments to the Committee Secretariat and that they have been distributed.

The Chair of the Informal Working Group kindly requests member states that have not yet done so to submit their comments in order to comply promptly and in due form with the mandate governing this Informal Working Group.







� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP25231E04�








