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I.
CREATION

At its thirty-ninth regular session in San Pedro Sula, Honduras, in June 2009, the General Assembly adopted resolution 2444 (XXXIX-O/09) “Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas.”

The resolution requests the Permanent Council, “to convene, through the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH), any meetings it deems necessary for the member states to be able to coordinate preparations for the Second Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas, to be held in the Dominican Republic in the last quarter of 2009.”

In addition, on September 16, 2009, the Organization's Permanent Council adopted resolution CP/RES. 957 (1714/09) convening the Second Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas, to be held in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, on November 4 and 5, 2009, the main topic of which is crime and violence. 


Pursuant to that resolution, this past September 17 a working group to prepare for the ministerial was also established, under the purview of the Committee on Hemispheric Security.

II. OFFICERS
At its meeting on September 17, 2009, the Committee on Hemispheric Security elected Ambassador Virgilio Alcántara, Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic to the OAS, as Chair of this Working Group. 

The first meeting of the Working Group, held on September 29, 2009, elected the Vice Chairs, and by acclamation Hector Agustin Ortega, Alternate Representative of the Permanent Mission of Mexico to the OAS and Ronald Maunday, Alternate Representative of the Permanent Mission of Trinidad and Tobago were elected to fill those positions.
III.
BACKGROUND
The Inter-American Specialized Conference on Public Security in the Americas: Meeting of Experts to Prepare for MISPA II, was held on August 4 and 5, 2009 in Montevideo, Uruguay.
That meeting was convened pursuant to Article 29 of Commitment to Public Security in the Americas (MISPA/doc.7/08 rev. 4), adopted in Mexico City during the First Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas. This decision was ratified by the last General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS), through resolution AG/RES. 2444 (XXXIX-O/09).

I. ACTIVITIES 
This Working Group met on September 29 and on October 1, 6, 13, 15, and 20, 2009 and considered and approved the following working documents of MISPA II:
- Draft Agenda (CSH/GT/MISPA II-2/09 rev. 2)
- Draft Rules of Procedure (CSH/GT/MISPA II-3/09 rev. 1)
- List of Invited Guests (CSH/GT/MISPA II-4/09 rev. 2)
- Draft Schedule (CSH/GT/MISPA II-7/09 rev. 3)
- Draft Final Document (CSH/GT/MISPA II-9/09 rev. 3)
As well, on October 13 the Working Group held a briefing session where contributions were made by the following organizations:  CARICOM, World Bank, and the OAS Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI). Also heard were the outcomes of the Meeting of Civil Society Organizations in preparation for the Second Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas, organized by the General Secretariat and held from September 16 to 17, 2009 in Lima, Peru.  The results of that meeting are contained in document CSH/GT/MISPA II-10/09.  In addition, the working group received from the Andean Community a written statement, which will be distributed as document CSH/GT/MISPA II-12/09.
By way of this report, the Working Group is hereby submitting the approved documents for consideration by the Committee on Hemispheric Security, for subsequent transmittal to the Permanent Council and then to the Second Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas, which will be held on November 4 and 5, 2009 in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic.
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