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Summary of the meeting of August 14, 2008
1. Presentation by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNDOC)
· Sandra Valle, Senior Interregional Advisor, Organized Crime and Criminal Justice Section.

The presentation by Mrs. Sandra Valle, Senior Interregional Advisor, Organized Crime and Criminal Justice Section of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNDOC) in Vienna was transmitted via videoconferencing and distributed as document CP/GT/MISPA/INF- 12/08.


In addition, the document Menu of Services: Technical Assistance Provided by UNDOC (CSH/GT/MISPA/INF-11/08) was circulated at the request of the UNDOC.
Comments by the delegations:


The delegation of the United States asked the UNDOC to share with the Working Group the studies conducted on crime and violence in Central America and the Caribbean. These studies were distributed electronically with the classifications (CSH/GT/MISPA-INF 19/08 and CSH/GT/MISPA-INF 20/08) and are also available on the website of the Committee on Hemispheric Security. 

The delegation of Guatemala recommended that the UNDOC participate in the ministerial meeting and asked for clarification regarding prison reforms and existing alternatives.
2. Presentation by the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Secretariat
· Fairbairn Liverpool, Coordinator for Crime and Security

The presentation by Mr. Fairbairn Liverpool, Coordinator for Crime and Security of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) Secretariat was distributed as document CP/GT/MISPA/INF- 13/08.


Comments by the delegations:

The delegation of Trinidad and Tobago thanked Mr. Liverpool for his presentation and emphasized the importance of establishing the agency for combating crime and ensuring security in the region.
The delegation of Jamaica referred to the need to strengthen collaborative ties with hemispheric partners and noted that this ministerial meeting is an excellent opportunity for this type of collaboration.
3. Presentation by the Office of the President Pro Tem of the Southern Cone Common Market (MERCOSUR)
· Ambassador Osmar Chohfi, Permanent Representative of Brazil to the OAS

The presentation by Ambassador Osmar Chohfi, Permanent Representative of Brazil to the OAS, in his capacity as President Pro Tem of MERCOSUR, was distributed as document CP/GT/MISPA/INF- 18/08.


The presentation by Mr. Maikel Trento of the Brazilian Ministry of Justice will be distributed shortly.

Comments by the delegations:


The delegation of Uruguay expressed its appreciation for the two presentations and stated that the General Secretariat should give priority to promoting information systems to support decision-making in order to make use of installed capacity. 
The Argentine delegation emphasized future challenges, the need to seek greater cooperation among areas, and the need to underscore the social dimension. 

4. Presentation by the General Secretariat of the Central American Integration System  (SICA)
· Ramón Yánez Escobar, Commissioner of Police of Honduras

Ambassador Carlos Sosa, Permanent Representative of Honduras to the OAS made introductory remarks and yielded the floor to Ramón Yánez.


The presentation by Mr. Ramón Yánez Escobar, Commissioner of Police of Honduras, was distributed as document CP/GT/MISPA/INF- 14/08.


Mr. Yánez also asked the Secretariat to circulate the following informative documents to the Working Group:

· Action Plan with Costs by Component, Indicators, and Budgeted Amount in US dollars of the Security Strategy for Central America and Mexico (CSH/GT/MISPA/INF-17/08).

· Presentation on Controlling and Combating Chemical Precursors (CSH/GT/MISPA/INF-16/08)
Comments by the delegations:


The delegation of the United States emphasized the work done by Central America in this area and recommended continuing to work on better coordination in activities of this type. 

5. Presentation by the International Centre for the Prevention of Crime (ICPC)
· Valérie Sagant, General Director

The presentation by Mrs. Valérie Sagant, General Director of the International Centre for the Prevention of Crime (ICPC) was distributed as document CP/GT/MISPA/INF- 15/08.

Comments by the delegations:


The delegation of Trinidad and Tobago referred to the importance of the role played by private security.

The delegation of Venezuela asked whether the Centre has been working on the subject of youth and violence.


The delegation of Honduras mentioned the Central American Observatory against Violence (OCAVI), the Transnational Anti-gang Center headquartered in El Salvador, and the Central American Program on Small Arms and Light Weapons in which all of SICA participates.

6. Presentation of results from the Workshop on: “Crime and Violence: Civil Society Perspectives” (Guatemala City, August 6-7, 2008)
· Julio Rosenblatt, Department of Public Security, Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, OAS

Engineer Rosenblatt emphasized some of the recommendations resulting from the workshop with civil society, which are contained in document CSH/GT/MISPA-18/08.  Eng. Rosenblatt made the clarification that concepts are the responsibility of those who participated and that the General Secretariat acted as a facilitator at this meeting. He mentioned that this workshop was possible thanks to the support provided by the Open Society Institute.
Comments by the delegations:


The delegation of Honduras spoke about the perception of civil society and mentioned the epidemiological approach to violence (mixing weapons and alcohol). Reference was also made to the importance of preventing violence.
The delegation of Uruguay asked whether the subject of violence against women was considered at the workshop. Eng. Rosenblatt answered this question by indicating that the meeting dealt more with matters of public policy although the subject of intrafamily violence was discussed. 

7. Other business
There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned.
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