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The Permanent Mission of El Salvador to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Ecuador–Chair of the Working Group to Prepare a Regional Strategy to Promote Inter-American Cooperation in Dealing with Criminal Gangs.


Accordingly, the Permanent Mission of El Salvador hereby conveys to the Permanent Mission of Ecuador its comments regarding the draft resolution “Regional Strategy to Promote Inter-American Cooperation in Dealing with Criminal Gangs.” 


The Permanent Mission of El Salvador to the OAS avails itself of this opportunity to convey to the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Ecuador the renewed assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., April 26, 2010
OBSERVATIONS OF EL SALVADOR REGARDING THE DRAFT RESOLUTION
“REGIONAL STRATEGY TO PROMOTE INTER-AMERICAN COOPERATION 
IN DEALING WITH CRIMINAL GANGS”

1. Regarding the title of the draft resolution, this mission suggests using the phrase “gangs involved in criminal activities” in the title and throughout the resolution. That terminology is already widely accepted and, as we understand, what we wish to combat is not the formation of groups of youths or children (in the sense referred to in parts of the document prepared by the Secretariat), but rather the criminal actions they may trigger.

2. In operative paragraph 1, we think the correct verb to use is ADOPT, rather than “ENDORSE.” 

3. This mission proposes merging operative paragraphs 3 and 4 as follows: “To request the General Secretariat to organize, together with the member states, permanent observers, regional, subregional, and international organizations, and civil society organizations, a specific fund of the OAS to support the prevention, rehabilitation, social reinsertion and law enforcement programs envisaged in this Strategy through technical cooperation and/or VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS WITHIN THE MEANS OF THE MEMBER STATES AND OTHER COOPERATION AGENCIES.”

The word “re-adaptation” has been replaced by the phrase “REHABILITATION AND SOCIAL REINSERTION,” which is the language used in the ‘Draft Regional Strategy to Promote Inter-American Cooperation in Dealing with Criminal Gangs.”
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