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MANDATES FOR ACTION
We, the Heads of State and Government of the Americas, mindful that our countries have experienced significant economic and social progress but that there are still many unmet needs and great challenges for achieving prosperity with equity, have resolved to take action in the following areas:
Education
Recognizing that access to a quality education at all levels and modalities is essential for strengthening human capital and thereby attaining prosperity with equity, we agree to adopt the following measures:
1. To implement initiatives to improve the quality of education by training teachers and enhancing their technical skills.  In pursuit thereof, to develop standards for teacher training and professional development—including identification of skills, competencies, and key practices—and for evaluation of teachers and students, so that the results strengthen educational practices.  To instruct the Inter-American Committee on Education to work on this effort, and governments, to continue increasing educational coverage, particularly at the secondary-school level and with quality standards commensurate with the productivity and innovation needs for our countries’ development, while meeting the challenge of urban-rural and ethnic segmentation, in order to redress socioeconomic and gender inequality gaps.   
2. To design and implement public policies and invest in enhancing people’s job skills through an education that prepares young people for the challenges of the future and improves the supply of skilled workers ahead of demand, optimizing them to meet labor market needs and boost productivity. Accordingly, to strengthen technical and vocational education to enable successful transitions from education to the world of work. To instruct the Inter-American Committee on Education, in coordination with the officers of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor, to take this effort forward.   
3. Invest in an educational research and innovation laboratory for Latin America and the Caribbean, which would document research efforts in the region and beyond along with innovative initiatives designed to boost standards of learning at the pre-school, primary, and secondary levels.  We call upon the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) to support this initiative. 
Health
Recognizing that the health of the entire population is an essential condition for economic growth, inclusion, and social cohesion, we agree on the following measures:
1. To work toward the attainment of universal access to health and universal health coverage as essential elements in achieving prosperity with equality.  To that end, we reaffirm our commitment to the Strategy for Universal Access to Health and Universal Health Coverage adopted by the health ministers in the framework of the Directing Council of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) in 2014 and reaffirmed, in turn, at the Ministerial Forum on Health during the preparations for the Seventh Summit of the Americas (2015), and we call upon PAHO and other institutions engaged in this area to support national efforts for its implementation.
2. To strengthen the ability of national health systems to respond to outbreaks of emerging infectious diseases and other public health risks, particularly those with the potential for cross border effects and impacts in realms beyond health, including social, economic, security, and political risks. Accordingly, we welcome the initiative to create an Inter-American Fund for Preparedness and Response to Emerging Infectious Disease Outbreaks, intended to support the countries in their efforts to be ready and adequately prepared to respond to disease outbreaks of epidemic nature. We congratulate PAHO, the IDB, and the OAS for this initiative and we call on the countries and institutions to contribute to the Fund.
Energy
Recognizing that energy and access to it are essential for improving our peoples’ living standards, we agree on the following measures:
1. To call upon international financial institutions, in particular, the Inter-American Development Bank, the World Bank, the Development Bank of Latin America (CAF), the Central American Bank for Economic Integration, and the Caribbean Development Bank, to examine ways to optimize and facilitate funding mechanisms for projects in the energy sector, including those developed by the private sector, especially those that target improved efficiency, coverage, and quality of energy services; renewable-energy use; the adaptation of legal and regulatory frameworks; and promotion of regional integration. 
2. To develop a system of indicators to provide the countries with information for measuring energy efficiency and their progress therewith, so that they can adopt the measures needed to achieve greater coverage. We call upon the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) to move forward with the development of such a system.
3. To welcome the Sustainable Energy for All (SE4ALL) initiative of the United Nations, which sets the goal of attaining universal access to modern energy services to satisfy basic human needs at affordable costs. We propose reaching this goal by the year 2022, and call upon the IDB, the World Bank, the Development Bank of Latin America (CAF), CABEI, and the Caribbean Development Bank to support the attainment of that goal.
Environment
Acknowledging the grave consequences of climate change and that preserving and improving the environment is indispensable for integral development, we agree on the following measures:
1. To welcome the results of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP 20) and to instruct the Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development and the OAS Meeting of Environment Ministers to follow up on this process and to identify areas of commonality regarding hemispheric positions for COP 21 in December 2015. 
2. To assess the costs and benefits of climate-change adaptation measures for the most vulnerable sectors and to quantify the disaggregated economic impacts of climate change on critical sectors for the region’s countries, such as agriculture, water resources, human settlements, coastal areas, biodiversity, and health, among others. In this context, to pay particular attention to policies and measures related to climate-change mitigation and adaptation in energy sector infrastructure. We call upon ECLAC to provide the region’s countries with technical support in this effort.
3. To promote the development and implementation of programs to build national capacities for identifying options with regard to policies, practices, and technologies in the area of sustainable use of water resources in critical sectors for the region’s countries. We call upon the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) and the Water Center for the Humid Tropics of Latin America and the Caribbean (CATHALAC) to coordinate the development of those programs. 
4. To work to ensure that planning and zoning processes carried out at the national and subnational levels include environmental-risk prevention and mitigation as a priority issue. In addition, through investments and policies, to promote urban development based on sustainable cities. To call upon financial institutions and the OAS to support this effort 
Migration
Recognizing the economic, social, and cultural contributions made by migrants to their communities of origin and to their host societies, together with the importance of cooperation among countries of origin, transit, and destination to ensure protection for the human rights of all migrants, we agree on the following measures:
1. To instruct all the institutions of the Joint Summit Working Group (JSWG), particularly the financial institutions, to continue supporting states in their efforts to establish the economic and social conditions needed to generate more and better opportunities for advancement and for their populations to become firmly rooted in their countries, particularly through development of human capital, creation of more and better jobs, stimulation of the productive sector, and improved citizen security.  
2. To develop social dialogue processes at the national and regional levels for the adoption of labor migration policies, actively involving labor ministries and employers’ and workers’ organizations and, in that context, to promote the signing of agreements to enable orderly labor migration flows, in accordance with the laws of each country.
3. To develop and implement programs to prevent and fight the smuggling of migrants and trafficking of persons, particularly of women, children and adolescents, and to promote cooperation among states to that end, respecting and fully protecting their human rights.  In addition, to adapt laws to protect the human rights of migrants, particularly those of unaccompanied minors. In particular, we call upon the International Organization for Migration and the International Labour Organization to support this initiative.
Security
Recognizing that integral development with equity helps to create conditions of security and that, in turn, better security conditions encourage greater prosperity, we agree on the following measures:
1. To establish an inter-American network for the prevention of violence and crime, which would comprise representatives of governmental, nongovernmental, international, and regional organizations, would be technical in nature, and would consider, inter alia, mechanisms, programs, and practices for fostering hemispheric coordination and cooperation in the area of violence and crime prevention.  We instruct the Organization of American States to establish such a network and to coordinate it. 
2. To invest in better data-gathering, in harmonizing statistics, and in strengthening evaluations to better understand the phenomenon and, thus, be better able to address the dynamics of crime and violence.  To call upon the IDB, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), and OAS to support this initiative.
3. To make special efforts to reduce violence against women, particularly through the implementation of effective public policies, training for public officials, and collection of data and statistics, in particular, within the framework of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence Against Women (Convention of Belém do Pará).  We instruct the OAS, through the Inter-American Commission of Women, to continue its efforts in this area, particularly by strengthening the Convention’s follow-up mechanism.
4. To make coordinated progress in the Hemisphere in confronting the world drug problem and to work to reach a common regional position in preparation for the special session of the United Nations General Assembly on the world drug problem to be held in 2016. We call upon the OAS and the UNDP to conduct the relevant follow-up.
Citizen Participation

Recognizing that people, individually and collectively, are the protagonists and beneficiaries of development, we agree on the following measures:
1. To establish, without restrictions or limits on participation, the Inter-American Forum of Civil Society and Social Actors, so that the process of participation and consultation with civil society and social actors is continuous and does not only occur in periods leading up to Summits of the Americas.  We instruct the OAS to establish and manage the Forum
2. To facilitate new forms of citizen participation, particularly through the use of technology and digital solutions.  To that end, to promote open government and the right to information as key tools for achieving greater transparency and inclusion. In this context and in light of the high social, economic, and political costs of corruption, to instruct the OAS to continue supporting the countries in following up on the provisions of the Inter-American Convention against Corruption.
Democratic Governance
Recognizing that democracy and social and economic development are interdependent and mutually reinforcing, we agree on the following measures:
1. To strengthen the democratic rule of law; the separation of powers and independence of branches of government; respect for human rights; transparency, integrity and efficiency in public administrations; and the creation of conditions to enable the involvement of citizens in the entire public-policy cycle, particularly by democratizing access to information and communication technologies. We instruct the OAS to follow up on this topic.
2. To support multilateral mechanisms that pursue the modernization of electoral institutions in the Hemisphere’s countries, in order to strengthen their capacity to ensure transparency, legality, and equity in electoral processes, placing particular emphasis on the appropriate regulation of funding for political activities, as a necessary condition for protecting the integrity of elections.  We instruct the OAS to follow up on this topic.
3. To promote the right of identity and to work to reduce the levels of under-registration that exist in several countries, so that more people may participate in the benefits of state recognition. We call upon the OAS and the IDB to support this effort.
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