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As civil society groups seek to improve the process and procedures related to the protection and promotion of Human Rights in countries of the region, thee Haitian-American Grassroots Coalition (HAGC) believes that fair and friendly settlements between petitioners and alleged violators of Human Rights are option that must be made available to both sides in the attempt to resolve certain conflicts. 

Unless this approach is supported by all parties, the confidence by the people of the region to use the IACHR as a possible structure capable of providing a fair and equal opportunity for justice can eventually be compromised.  For instance, Haitian Refugees and Haitian Migrants residing in Dominican Republic (DR) have on several occasions face the Justice System in that country and met with poor results.  Using the IACHR System as plate-form to seek justice has failed since DR Authorities  have set in their constitution rules and measures denying justice and equal protection to individuals deemed to be in-transit living in their territory.  Action taken by the IACHR to protect the rights of those individuals met with serious obstacles for redress such as the case of Boucicaut versus DR in 2006 where the petitioner won but no justice was actual delivered.

In recent days, DR Authorities have implemented a policy of removal of basic protection to Haitian migrants who reside in that country.  That policy that was aggressively denounced by other countries in the region such as the United States demonstrate clearly the persistence of local authorities in DR of pursuing a policy that punishes persons based on their national origin.  

Human institutions are not perfect and as such IACHR can not pretend to be perfect.  In cases where local institutions have established pattern of being non-responsive to individuals due to their national origin and in which IACHR directives are not followed in the letter and spirit of the law, what else can be done.  An habitual violator must be punished to the extent of the law.  IACHR must be provided with proper tools or additional mechanism that can help to restore confidence in its viability to administer justice that means something.

HAGC believes that the IACHR must aggressively pursue the development of a friendly settlement system all parties involved must abide by the term/s  reached during the negotiations.  Failure to do so should yield to serious and significant financial penalties to the violator. In the era of globalization and borders become more fluid, policymakers and the regional jurisprudence must become more sophisticated in addressing cross-border issues in order to promote regional peace and understanding.  The Friendly Settlement approach must not be used as a strategy by member states to deny justice to migrants or refugees.  It must be accompanied by adequate incentive to reach a fair compromise. 

For the time being, besides the IACHR, it exists no other judicial institutions where the people of the region can rely on in order to seek justice when a rogue state decides that it will not follow the directives of the court.  In the case of DR., justice for Haitian Nationals or Dominicans of Haitian descent is elusive and still crying out.  If the IACHR is nearly impotent in administering the rule of law in order to promote and protect human rights of those individuals that are the most vulnerable, maybe it makes sense to envision some kind of reform within the IACHR charter that can enable it with additional power to deal with special circumstances.
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