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In order to make a specific contribution to strengthening the inter-American human rights system, France took the initiative of organizing a visit to France and to the Council of Europe by the President of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, Judge Diego García Sayán.

I will be providing a more detailed account of this visit at the next meeting of the Permanent Council.  Meanwhile, however, I think it would be useful to share a few thoughts about it with the Working Group you chair.

Mr. García Sayán was received by the highest legal authorities in France:  the President of the Constitutional Court, the President of the Supreme Court of Appeal, and the Vice-President of the Council of State, who organized a debate in his honor. 

I will not now dwell on the bilateral aspect of the visit by the President of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, Diego García Sayán, except, on the one hand, to underscore that his interlocutors expressed their willingness to expand cooperation with the Court of San José, particularly with respect to translation into French of the judgments of the Court, and to point out, on the other, that the formal debate organized in the Council of State provided an opportunity to compare the European and inter-American systems. 


In Strasbourg, the Commissioner for Human Rights of the Council of Europe, Mr. Hammarberg, received judge Garcia Sayán on November 9 and 10. There he was invited to speak to the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe. The President of the Court of Human Rights, Diego García Sayán, gave a presentation on the Court, the challenges it faces, and its achievements (incorporation into domestic legislations, respect for the Court’s decisions by convicted States, sensitization of the general public through public hearings in a diversity of locations…) 


Impressed by this presentation, the member states of the Council voiced support for the work of their guest, particularly on matters of impartiality, and inquired about the number of cases handled by the Court, the time they take, the Court’s links with the International Criminal Court and the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR), advisory opinions, the implementation of the Court’s decisions, its monitoring of conventions, and trends in its jurisprudence (including new cases on sexual orientation), the Court’s relations with States (above all in relation to precautionary measures), and, finally, about its expectations regarding cooperation with the members of the Council of Europe. 


After a conversation, the President of the European Court, Sir Nicolas Bratza, drew attention to the reduction of the backlog of cases pending before the ECHR (rejection of repetitive and inadmissible cases) and the responsibility shared by both States and the Court for improving enforcement of human rights. For his part, Judge García Sayán described the strengths and weaknesses of his system (a budget 20 times lower than that of the ECHR, whose budget matched that of the OAS) and, in particular, its material, human, and case law resource needs. 


A joint decision was taken to think about holding joint sessions of jurists, exchanging publications, and holding annual meetings between representatives of the two Courts to share information on major cases.  Such meetings could be held alternately in Europe and in the Americas.
In short, and to conclude these remarks, I venture to say that these speeches and conversations provided an opportunity to take a comparative glance at the regional systems for protecting human rights and to envisage closer cooperation between the European and American systems. 
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