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(Pursuant to the Communication from the IACHR of July 25, 2011 
with reference to the work of the Group) 
July 27, 2011

Distinguished Commissioners:

I have the honor to respond to your communication of July 25, 2011 and to refer to the work of the Group I am proud to chair, whose principal objective is to strengthen the inter-American human rights system.
I would like, first, to express appreciation of the Inter-American Commission’s willingness to accord “respectful consideration to the concerns expressed by the states” in the dialogue we have embarked upon with you. It was a pleasure for me to forward the gist of your kind message to the representatives of the member states.
I would at the same time like to let you know that the Group met again yesterday, not only to take note of your letter but also to exchange views regarding the Group’s agenda and working schedule, especially with respect to the appointment of the Executive Secretary of the IACHR and priority issues to discuss with the Commissioners at our meeting on August 30.  As you know, the purpose of this exercise is to garner the information needed to formulate the recommendations that the Group will make to the Permanent Council. 


Concerning the process of appointing the Executive Secretary, I am pleased to inform you that, at yesterday’s meeting, I told the Group about my meeting with the Commission on Friday, July 22, and distributed the document I circulated to the Commission at that meeting, as an informal draft. There was a brief exchange of views on the subject, as a preliminary result of which the states expressed great interest in hearing what the IACHR might have to say regarding that document. It was also established that, in order for both parties involved in the appointment – the Commission and the OAS Secretary General -- to be equally obligated, it would be necessary to amend, at the same time, not just the Commission’s Rules of Procedure but also another legal instrument to obligate the Secretary General.  

Dr. Dinah Shelton

President

and members of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights

Washington, D.C.

Accordingly, I have been entrusted with the task of carrying out informal consultations aimed at eliciting consensus prior to our joint meeting within the framework of the Working Group on August 30, 2011. To that end, I remain at the Commission’s disposal.
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As regards the topics to be addressed at the aforementioned meeting of August 30, it is my pleasure to inform you that the Group is initially interested in four topics, including precautionary measures, amicable settlements, the methodology used to prepare Chapter IV of the annual report of the IACHR, and, if possible, completion of the dialogue on the appointment of the Executive Secretary of the IACHR. 

I would like to avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you, Madam President and members of the Commission, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Ambassador Hugo de Zela


Permanent Representative of Peru to the OAS

Chair of the Working Group to Reflect on 

Ways to Strengthen the Inter-American Human Rights System
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