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The work of promoting human rights is a vitally important task that is performed by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights in compliance with the functions assigned to it by the Organization’s legal instruments.

In accordance with the OAS Charter (Article 106), the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) has the principal function of promoting the observance and protection of human rights and of serving as a consultative organ of the Organization in those matters.

Similarly, the American Convention on Human Rights (Article 41) restates this principal function; the Commission’s Statute (Article 1) notes that the IACHR was created for that same purpose; and its Rules of Procedure (Article 1) contains a similar provision. In other words, all the legal instruments governing the IACHR establish, as the Commission’s principal function, that of “promoting the observance and protection of human rights.”
It would be logical for the functions given greater emphasis in the legal instruments that created and govern it to enjoy a similarly high profile in the history of its work.

These functions–those that entail promoting human rights–are what would equate to preventive medicine in the health field, or to crime prevention in the area of citizen security. And, paradoxically, they are the ones that account for the smallest portion of its budget.

In the opinion of this delegation, the promotion of human rights is of importance to and has an impact on the respect those rights receive. With a greater understanding of human rights, among both our states and their citizens, state protection mechanisms would be more effective and the public would have additional information on how to assert those rights and how to channel their claims in the event of a violation.

To provide effective protection for the human rights of their citizens and to meet their obligation of ensuring those rights, states must have the necessary legal provisions, sound public institutions, and public officials who have received training on these topics.
The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, with its experience and capacity in the field of human rights, and, additionally, having been created with the aim of “promoting the observance and protection of human rights,” is the body that can provide states with the technical advice and support they need in dealing with those matters.

In addition, and as an example, one of the Commission’s powers with respect to the OAS member states is to “to make recommendations to the governments of the states on the adoption of progressive measures in favor of human rights in the framework of their legislation, constitutional provisions and international commitments, as well as appropriate measures to further observance of those rights” (Article 18.b, IACHR Statute). In complying with these recommendations, the Commission’s assistance is of vital importance, since the measures adopted, if the Commission is involved, will be in compliance with the provisions of international human rights law currently in force.

The obligation of respecting people’s rights and freedoms is a duty of the states and, to be more effective in that task, they require the involvement of other players, such as the IACHR. The contribution made by the IACHR in strengthening national human rights protection systems is of great importance and, it turn, it yields fruits for strengthening the inter-American human rights system itself.

It is necessary for the Commission to become a partner to the states in the permanent process of strengthening the inter-American human rights system which, in its broadest sense, covers, in addition to the Commission and the Court themselves, the states and civil society:  the system’s users.

We need a Commission that is ready to respond to questions asked by the states about strengthening their national institutions, and about correcting any violations that may arise.


The Commission’s work in promoting human rights is essential in strengthening the system. We need states that are capable of responding to the needs and challenges that arise every day in the field of protecting human rights.

The Inter-American Commission must be assured adequate resources to ensure its better performance of its duties and thus give the work of promoting human rights the priority it requires, in accordance with the applicable legal instruments. This task must be undertaken in coordination with the states in order to ensure greater respect for those rights on the part of the states and a better understanding of how to assert them on the part of citizens.
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