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As a representative of the following workers unions from Paraguay; “Central Sindical de Trabajadores del Paraguay” – CESITP, “Central Unitaria de Trabajadores” – CUT, “Central General de Trabajadores” – CGT, y Confederación Paraguaya de Trabajadores, and also as representative of Special Work Team of Reflexion about the operation of SIDH for the Strengthening of CIDH member of the Civil Society of  Republic of Paraguay; I am writing to you to present some concerns of ours Unions that form part of the Paraguayan Civil Society and we propose the following:

1.- Challenges and objectives from medium and long term of the CIDH

We believe that the main challenge of the InterAmerican Commission of Human Rights CIDH (Spanish Initials)  is in the time it takes for interventions that perform those people who complaints their rights are being violated and their lives are in danger, the requirement to intervene the Commission (CIDH) the  fundamental requirement is that processes has to be concluded with the final decision of the Supreme Court of Justice  does not favor precisely that the laws are enforced in our country Paraguay , where trials last decades and in the special case that concerns us 17 years of process and almost 9 years that was requested for the first time the intervention of the InterAmerican Commission on Human Rights – CIDH. 

Which humble poor person? or national leader that is fighting for social claims can withstand many years in the hands of injustice and state terrorism  placed in Paraguayan justice,  Paraguay has criminalized social struggles  with laws that apply mostly on social leaders and they use these criminalized laws as a weapon or threats against the social leaders. The CIDH must establish in their regulations rapid intervention in these cases and establishing in their statutes and regulations clear objectives about the medium and long term.

2.- Precautionary Measures

About the precautionary measures they must have a regulation according to what we said above, that’s why they are called precautionary measures of urgency and should be taken as such urgency to avoid the violation of human rights of the complainants, the excessive extension time that not only makes that are violating human rights of those who are affected and also the whole family and in many cases their entire community too, we are feeling like chased by the authorities and injustice. Pariahs in their community, in their own land and renegades, who eventually became sooner or later in people disbelieving that the only option they will find is taking up arms to fight for what they believe is justice.

In Paraguay there is the case of a group of people who call themselves the Paraguayan People's Army – (EPP) we are not agree with their methods of struggle, but we are convinced that the lack of "Precautionary Measures" of the national authorities of the InterAmericans Human Rights made ​​today  become guerrillas or criminals real in Paraguay.

3.- Procedural matters in the processing of individual petitions. 


As we said above also the procedure for processing of cases is so long that sometimes causes you to lose hope in the Inter-American Human Rights System, individual requests are not easier to present despite the existence of appropriate regulations that do not get into the hands of those people who really need to present their complaints, we should have to arm a system of procedures even if they are not favorable to the government opinion. We should reached independently to the governments in order that the complainants present their claims. 

4.- Friendly Solutions.


Most governments do not accept  for several reasons friendly solutions because in almost all cases have  economic costs and whether the situation has reached this instance is because the Commission (CIDH) is correct in his request and no government wants to accept that has failed on the issue of human rights, because most of them in Latin America today are made or as in our case of Paraguay, fought for the same claims for which today are condemning their ex-comrades of  struggle, repression, street, anguish, persecution and ideals. We should  establish clear rules with clear peremptory times that allow those who suffered and are suffering violations of their rights can receive the guarantees to their lives, rebuild them with the corresponding compensation for the errors committed against them in the application of the law, the  international Agreements and its own Constitution.

5 - Criteria for the construction of Chapter IV of the annual report of the CIDH Commission.


At this point we believe it should be discussed widely the system of preparation of the report by country, region, city, guild, by union, for institution in order that the reports can also reach to those affected people by the violation of rights human and can they request the application as an example in their countries of the successful claims on human rights in other countries.
6.- Promotion of Human Rights.


At this point we believe that is necessary to establish clear policies for the promotion of human rights because such is the number of violations that occur on the citizens rights  of our countries, particularly in Paraguay, where the President of the Supreme Court of Justice Dr. Luis María Benítez Riera, accompanied by the Ministers Victor Nunez and Sindulfo Blanco transgressed and violated the law in the case of condemnation of the union leaders of the Trade Union of Workers of Paraguay (CESITP) - Dr. Reinaldo Barreto  Medina and Mr. Florencio Florentin, in a trial where laws were applied retroactively, with the complicity of the President of the Supreme Court Luis María Benítez Riera who already act as comrades in the process of the Board of Appeals, was inhibited in the same case, does not communicate his appointment to the parts, and finally he acted as President violating the Constitution, as we have presented and explained extensively in case number 12821  of the InterAmerican Commission on Human Rights. 

The promotion is therefore essential and it must involve civil society  also, but everybody have to know what is happening in their country, because  are not reported by an interested and oligopolistic press  and publishes only what their business interests benefit in  the Republic of Paraguay.

7 - Financial Strengthening of Human Rights System.

At this point we would prefer that in future meetings were made in our country, our Union Centers; CESITP - CUT - CGT - CPT need for technical help to search and establish mechanisms that can actually allow the financial strengthening of the Inter-American System Human Rights, which is so necessary to our people and can work in all its glory for the good of the Human Rights of our suffered country Paraguay and all America.

Thank you very much.
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