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1.
General Considerations

1.1.
The inter-American system falls within the framework of the OAS Charter (Articles 3, 44, 52, 11, and 150). These rules establish legal obligations on member states of the Organization. The IACHR is an organ of the OAS (Article 52 of the Charter of the OAS).

1.2.
In turn, the protection system is based on the filing of petitions, denunciations, or complaints provided for in Article 44 of the American Convention on Human Rights. This entire structure is geared towards protection of the individual, and provides recourse to citizens of the Americas who are victims of human rights violations by the state.
2.
Medium- and Long-Term Challenges and Goals for the IAHRS
2.1.
The above-mentioned characteristics notwithstanding, in practice the inter-American human rights system (IAHRS) is more of a Latin American system that works within the framework of the OAS and not an inter-American regional system. To make matters worse, the jurisdiction of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (Inter-American Court) has not been recognized by several states.

2.2.
It is important to remember that international human rights protection systems were designed to complement the domestic laws of states, as set forth in the American Convention on Human Rights. One of the primary means of strengthening the system is for claims to be settled within domestic jurisdictions.

2.3.
As a result of democratic reforms promoted by states, the judiciary branches of countries are now better able to ensure effective protection of human rights that have been violated.  Consequently, action to strengthen national justice systems–such as in the case of Paraguay through the OAS Judicial Facilitators Program–are a vital element of any process to strengthen the IAHRS, from the standpoint of prevention and advocacy for human rights protection.

3.
Procedural Matters in Processing Individual Cases and Petitions
3.1.
It is important for the IACHR to consider realistic timelines for states to properly respond to its requests.

3.2.
One of the procedure’s features needing improvement has to do with the fact that there is no uniformity nor provision in place through which to refer notifications regarding IACHR documents pertaining to a state.  These should be communicated through a single referral channel.

4.
Friendly Settlement Mechanism

4.1.
Friendly settlement agreements, particularly in the case of Paraguay, have been useful in the prompt resolution of cases.  The system needs to promote measures to cut the length of processes, which in practice involves several years and high costs that are a drain on the justice system and on the parties concerned.  This is why it would be useful for the IACHR to play a stronger role as catalyst for friendly settlements by strengthening the role entrusted to it under the Convention and making himself available to the parties, in order for them to arrive at a friendly settlement.


4.2.
As one way to improve the friendly settlement mechanism, it is recommended that the Commission develop said mechanism through units specialized in friendly settlement and mediation, through education and training to strengthen skills in implementing an effective system to manage friendly settlement agreements, guides to develop the mechanism and prevention programs, through conferences and promotional campaigns.

5.
Financially Strengthening the IAHRS
5.1
There needs to be a progressive move towards financing the activities of the IAHRS with regular funds from member state quotas. Bearing in mind that currently about 50% of the budget is funded with specific funds, a medium- and long-term plan needs to be drawn up to include increased input from regular funds in the budget of the IAHRS.
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