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The meeting was conducted under the chairmanship of Ambassador Hugo de Zela, Permanent Representative of Peru to the OAS and Chair of the Working Group.  The order of business for the meeting was published as document GT/SIDH/OD-1/11.
In attendance at the meeting were the delegations of Argentina, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Suriname, United States, Uruguay, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.

1. Presentation by the Secretary General

At the outset of the meeting, OAS Secretary General José Miguel Insulza presented to the delegations, with support from the Director of the Department of International Law, Dante Negro, the document “Opinion on the Application of Various Legal Instruments of the Inter-American System for the Protection of Human Rights with Regard to Certain Specific Topics”.
/
The presentation focused on instruments that, within the inter-American human rights system, regulated aspects related to the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.

Some delegations mentioned, among other things, that it would be useful for both the IACHR and the Inter-American Juridical Committee (CJI) to present their analyses of the points made in the Opinion of the Secretary General.  Other delegations indicated their positions as to whether the IACHR’s proposal to amend Article 11 of its Rules of Procedure was within the scope of its authorities.  Several delegations reiterated that the autonomy and independence of the IACHR should be interpreted solely in connection with the issuing of its recommendations and, in general, with its actions as an organ promoting the observance and defense of human rights in the region, rather than with the administration of its Secretariat, which was subordinate to the OAS Secretary General.


With regard to the points made by the delegations, the Secretary General recommended that they note the mandate recently assigned by the General Assembly to the CJI in resolution AG/RES. 2675 (XLI-O/11), “Strengthening of the Inter-American Human Rights System Pursuant to the Mandates Arising from the Summits of the Americas,” in which it was resolved:  
3.
To recognize the progress made to date and to instruct the Permanent Council to meet the objectives mentioned in operative paragraph 1 by:  …
d. Continuing to consider ways to promote compliance with the decisions of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and implementation of the recommendations of the IACHR by the member states; and, to that end, requesting the Inter-American Juridical Committee to give priority to the preparation of a study on ways to strengthen the inter-American human rights system; [emphasis added]
The Secretary General also recommended that the delegations take account of Inter-American Court of Human Rights’ Advisory Opinion OC-19/05, “Control of Due Process in the Exercise of the Powers of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.”

http://www.corteidh.or.cr/docs/opiniones/seriea_19_esp1.pdf
http://www.corteidh.or.cr/docs/opiniones/seriea_19_ing.doc
For his part, the Chair of the Working Group indicated that, since the Opinion of the Secretary General had only recently been distributed to the delegations, it would be prudent to have more time to review it and to take this matter up again at one of its upcoming meetings.

2. Consideration of procedures to be followed by the Working Group in its work

Under this agenda item, the Chair of the Working Group presented the proposal contained in the document “Procedural Matters” (GT/SIDH-1/11), from which arose numerous reflections by delegations in that regard, among them:

· The member states wished to carry out this process in the context of constructive dialogue, clarifying the authorities of the member states and those of the IACHR.

· The Working Group would establish a work plan, which it would forward to the IACHR for its information.  That plan would reflect, to the extent possible, a limited number of member state concerns, once the priority matters and how they would be addressed within the Group was established.

· The member states had proposed that, although the recommendations would be prepared exclusively by the member states, the Group extend an invitation to participate in its dialogue to:

· The Commissioners of the IACHR, to at least two more meetings prior to the end of their term;

· The Inter-American Court of Human Rights;

· Permanent observers making substantial contributions to the funding of the organs of the system;

· Civil society;

· Academics (including former members of the IACHR).

· The member states had requested that account be taken of other processes of reflection on the inter-American human rights system that had preceded the present process.

In closing the discussions and having taken note of the general recommendations and the specific changes to the document proposed by the delegations, the Chair announced that a revised version of the document in question would be issued and that the matter would be presented to the Working Group for its consideration at its meeting of July 26, 2011.

The document “Procedural Matters” (GT/SIDH 1/11 rev. 1) had been distributed on July 20, 2011.

3. Preparations for the Working Group's meeting with Commissioners of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, to be held in the Bolívar Room on July 19, 2011, at 10:00 a.m.
In their interventions, the delegations indicated their recommendations and the Working Group decided that, at its meeting with the IACHR scheduled for July 19, it would engage dialogue with the IACHR regarding:

· The process of review of the statutory provision on the election of the Executive Secretary of the IACHR, in particular with regard to its interest in:

· Having assurance that the IACHR would act within its authorities, in keeping with the instruments in force; and

· Hearing from the IACHR its views regarding the proposed reform.

· Having heard the Commissioners, the member states would consider providing specific draft alternative text for the next stage of discussions.

· The view indicated by the Secretary General that, under the instruments in force, the designation of the Executive Secretary of the IACHR was incumbent upon the Secretary General, who consulted with the IACHR in making that selection.

· The meeting of July 19 would be an opportunity to make general comments to the IACHR regarding the matters originally identified to be addressed by this group.  It would be the first opportunity for the Group to engage in dialogue with the IACHR and, in principle, at least two meetings would be convened for these purposes, in coordination with the IACHR.

4. Other business
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