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Summary of the Meeting of July 26, 2011

The meeting was chaired by Ambassador Hugo de Zela, Permanent Representative of Peru to the OAS and Chair of the Working Group.  The meeting’s order of business was published as document GT/SIDH/OD-3/11. 

In attendance were the delegations of Argentina, the Bahamas, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, the United States, Uruguay, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.

1. Definition of Group procedures based on analysis of the document “Procedural Matters,” GT/SIDH-1/11 rev. 1
Some delegations offered their points of view on the name of the Working Group, taking into consideration criteria such as the Permanent Council’s textual mandate, the Group’s ultimate objective of issuing recommendations or proposals, the platform for reflection that the Group offers, and the usefulness of indicating whether the Group focuses its work on the IACHR or on the inter-American human rights system. 

The Working Group decided to postpone any decision on this point, following which the Chair distributed among the delegations a form for them to formally present their different proposals for the Group’s name (GT/SIDH 5/11).


Regarding the scope of the document “Procedural Matters,” the delegations insisted that it was a tentative, flexible document that proposed a guide, but that adopting it was not necessary.


Regarding the participants in the process, the delegations discussed the use of such terms as civil society, other system stakeholders, interested parties, etc. The Chair then suggested that the Group consider whom it wished to invite on a case-by-case basis, bearing in mind that the member states and the Secretary General would always be present in the Group’s discussions and that the Commissioners of the IACHR would be invited on specific, special occasions 

2. Consideration of the Working Group’s Agenda

The delegations identified different topics they would like to see included in the Group’s work, resolving as soon as possible the question of the appointment of the Executive Secretary of the IACHR.  Regarding this matter, the Working Group decided to conduct a formal consultation among the delegations, for which the Chair of the Group distributed to the delegations a form for them to formally present their different proposals to the Secretariat (GT/SIDH-5/11).

3. Other business

The Working Group agreed to ask the General Secretariat to transmit over the internet (webcast) the meetings of the Working Group attended by the Commissioners of the IACHR and other special guests.

The delegation of the Dominican Republic read out the presentation that, for reasons beyond its control, it had been unable to present at the meeting of the Working Group with the IACHR held on July 19, 2011. The delegation of Bolivia then also read out its position on the work of the IACHR. The Chair asked for both presentations to be sent to the Secretariat of the Working Group (aaristizabal@oas.org).

The Chair of the Working Group read out the communication received from the IACHR on July 25 (GT/SIDH 3/11). 

The Chair of the Working Group also spoke of his meeting with the IACHR on Friday, July 22, to follow up on the topic of amending Article 11 of the IACHR’s Rules of Procedure, at which he submitted the preliminary proposal as contained in the document “Appointment of the Executive Secretary of the IACHR.” Several delegations thanked the Chair of the Working Group for his efforts, which they said reflected the discussions at the Group’s meetings held to date, and they expressed interest in hearing the IACHR’s opinion of the proposal. One delegation asked the Chair to continue with the consultations within the Group with the advisory support of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs, before drawing up a formal or official proposal on the issue, including an analysis of the best way ahead for amending the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat (a part of the preliminary proposal made by the Chair of the Group).
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