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the Inter-American Human Rights System
Record of the meeting of September 6, 2011
The meeting was chaired by Ambassador Hugo de Zela, Permanent Representative of Peru to the OAS and Chair of the Working Group.  The order of business was published as document GT/SIDH/OD-6/11.
The following delegations were in attendance:  Argentina, Bahamas, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Panama, Peru, Uruguay, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.
1. Procedures for appointing the Executive Secretary of the IACHR
After calling the meeting to order, the Chair informed the delegations about the approval of an amendment to Article 11 of the Rules of Procedure by the IACHR, on September 2, 2011. As noted in the update, the IACHR itself had forwarded the text of the amendment to all OAS member state permanent representatives (this same text was circulated later on as Working Group document GT/SIDH-9/11). The Chair explained that the intention at this meeting was to analyze how compatible this IACHR decision was with the American Convention and the Statutes of the Commission, taking into account the fact that it is the prerogative of that body to change its Rules of Procedure.
The Chair then invited Mr. Dante Negro, Director of the Department of International Law, to give his legal opinion on the rules of procedure amendment adopted by the IACHR.  This opinion was subsequently circulated as document GT/SIDH-10/11.

Commenting, the Secretary General said that from his preliminary reading of the text adopted by the IACHR, he had no objection to register at the moment; that his only concern was that with this amendment of its Rules of Procedure the IACHR's terms of reference were not violated; and that in any case the member states represented in the Permanent Council had the last word.
Some delegations then expressed support for the process by which member states had an opportunity to hold dialogue with the IACHR in the process of drafting the amendment to Article 11 of the Rules of Procedure, and urged the Group to continue with other pending work. 
Other delegations registered their dissatisfaction with how this process of exchanges with the IACHR on the issue in question ended, as they had expected to have had an opportunity to be the first to see the final IACHR proposal so as to be able to comment thereon, before that body issued and distributed the official text.
In concluding the discussion on this issue, the Chair summarized as follows:
· The Working Group has noted that the IACHR had amended Article 11 of its Rules of Procedure.
· Several delegations have expressed frustration that there had not been more discussion of this issue by the Working Group before the IACHR adopted its amendment.  Those sentiments were conveyed to the IACHR.
· The text of the legal opinion of the Director of the Department of International Law will be distributed.
· Unless there were a proposal to the contrary, this will not be discussed further. 
2. Consideration of the proposed Schedule of Activities of the Working Group, put forward by the Chair (GT/SIDH-7/11)

The delegations presented their observations and recommendations on this topic, after which the Chair instructed the Secretariat to issue a revised Schedule of Activities of the Group, which was distributed as document GT/SIDH 7/11 rev. 1

Specifically, the Working Group discussed the issue of holding a meeting with civil society organizations, and decided to request the Department of External Relations to submit an updated version of its proposal for this event. The Chair explained that to move forward with this event, the Working Group must set a concrete date and the Department of External Relations must issue an open convocation notice for the meeting.
The Group decided that for this event it would work with civil society organizations duly registered to participate in OAS activities, if they express to the Working Group in writing their wish to attend this meeting. An exception would be made for civil society and other organizations that are not yet on the OAS register, but they must submit a written and timely request to participate in this particular event. These applications would be considered individually by the Working Group. 
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