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I would like to thanks Dr. Jean Michel Arrighi and his entire team for their excellent presentation and the important work they do.
We welcome this meeting, convened under the Democracy Pillar, albeit separately; because undoubtedly the rule of law is a precondition for democracy, but it is also a premise for security, development, and, naturally, respect for human rights, all of which are pillars of this Organization. 
Mr. Chairman,
Ever since it was established, the Organization of American States has undoubtedly made fundamental contributions to the rule of law in our countries.
During the second half of the last century and as recently as the dawn of the new millennium, the OAS has been quite prolific in negotiating, adopting and ushering into effect dozens of declarations and international treaties on a wide range of topics, be they public or private, thereby forging a solid body of inter-American law that has not only governed relations among our states but has also served as an essential frame of reference for strengthening and adapting domestic regulatory frameworks. In that way it has facilitated and broadened integration among our countries.  Thanks to that dynamic and productive work of the OAS and the legacy of the Conferences of American States and the Pan American Union, today we have declarations and conventions ranging from the recognition and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms, the pacific settlement of disputes, mutual legal assistance, and judicial cooperation, to intellectual property, family law, matters pertaining to private international law, efforts to combat corruption and the legal definition of asylum–which, by the way, constitutes a distinctly inter-American contribution to the world–and numerous other instruments.
It is important to stress, too, that this development of laws and regulations has been accompanied–most zealously toward the end of the 20th century and in the first decade of the 21st–by the crafting of valuable mechanisms, instruments, and tools designed to facilitate the incorporation of inter-American standards in domestic legal systems; which make it possible, in other words, to embody in domestic legislation the principles, rights, duties and obligations that we, as sovereign states, have accepted, and to progressively implement them in practice to the benefit of our peoples.
From Mexico's point of view, it is precisely in that area that the OAS must focus in its future work with respect to "strengthening the rule of law." Not just developing legal instruments, but facilitating their successful implementation.  In other words, without prejudice to the ongoing task of codifying and progressively developing inter-American law in areas in which lacunae exist and where we could benefit from general standards, my delegation considers that nowadays the OAS can best contribute to the region by expanding mechanisms for sharing experiences and best practices or peer evaluations, by generating instruments and tools such as "model laws," legislative implementation guidelines, and guides to principles, by running on-site programs on specific issues and training courses and seminars; all of which add to the validity in practice and day-to-day relevance of the inter-American regulatory framework we forged in previous decades. 
We are convinced, Mr. Chairman, that there are currently numerous successful examples of such endeavors, constantly producing concrete results and transforming our countries in important ways. Just to mention a few, we have absolutely no hesitation in commending the tireless work that has gone into promoting and disseminating the Inter-American Model Law on Access to Public Information, the effectiveness of the Follow-up Mechanism to the Inter-American Convention against Corruption, the profound impact of the Inter-American Judicial Facilitators Program, and the usefulness of a series of instruments prepared by the Inter-American Juridical Committee.
Without prejudice to the above, and in order to further underscore the work done by our Organization, Mexico considers that we need to redouble our efforts in two key regards:
On the one hand, as we have maintained throughout the discussions in the Working Group, it is essential to ensure greater cooperation among the various organs and departments of the OAS that are competent in this sphere.  We need to foster more fluid dialogue among these entities, so that they manage to jointly identify areas in which their abilities to act can complement one another, thereby adding to their strengths and offsetting their weaknesses, for the sake of shared objectives.  All would benefit, for instance and to the extent possible, from coordinated action by the political bodies of the OAS, the Inter-American Juridical Committee, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the General Secretariat–primarily via its Secretariat for Legal Affairs, its Departments of International Law and International Legal Cooperation, and their programs–as well as other organs in the system such as the Inter-American Commission of Women.  The Organization needs to act as a whole and in coordination.
The other key area, which is no less important and is completely in the hands of the member states, consists of involving ourselves much more closely with this effort to apply the inter-American regulatory framework in practice.  That means engaging in more vigorous dissemination among our different national authorities of the skills and tools already at the disposal of the Organization; more eagerly promoting the participation of those authorities in forums and mechanisms already in place; generating greater synergies between OAS organs and offices and national organs and institutions - for example, by signing and implementing cooperation agreements–; by stepping up attendance by our government officials and the general public in courses and seminars; asking the competent bodies in the OAS to prepare studies and instruments addressing current regional issues and, once those studies have been produced, committing ourselves to following up on them and breathing new life into those instruments; making sure that we put forward committed, capable, and qualified candidates for positions in inter-American organs; and also supporting those organs, mechanisms, and programs financially, to the extent our budgets permit.
Mexico considers that, to the extent that the Organization and the member states together take on and seriously commit ourselves to fulfilling these two responsibilities, it will be possible to make significant progress and achieve concrete results in terms of consolidating the rule of law in our societies.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP31862E04�








