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Mr. Chairman:

The Delegation of El Salvador wishes to thank the Secretary for Legal Affairs for his presentation regarding the responsibilities, objectives, organization, resources, and achievements of the Secretariat he heads.
The contents of his presentation merit our close attention because the activities undertaken by the aforementioned Secretariat and its Departments of International Law and Legal Cooperation have a direct bearing on, and contribute to, development of the pillars that the Working Group is reviewing and hoping to refine.
We are talking here about the impact of the domestic and inter-American legal order on implementation of the essential elements and core components of democracy. 
Indeed, Article 4.2 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter establishes that respect for the rule of law by all entities and sectors in society is fundamental for democracy.
The task of providing legal counsel for the negotiation, adoption, and implementation of the provisions of American international law is, in and of itself, diverse, because it encompasses conventions, programs, declarations, resolutions and model laws, as well as specific studies.
Recognizing that, the General Assembly has, interestingly, focused in its deliberations in recent years on that area of reflection and actions and has even made two pronouncements:
· The Declaration of Panama on the Inter-American Contribution to the Development and Codification of International Law; and 
· The Declaration of Quito on Social Development and Justice and the Impact of Corruption.

As a member of the Permanent Council, we also appreciate the legal advice it receives and that provided to the other organs of the OAS, such as the Meeting of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, the Inter-American Juridical Committee, and the Specialized Conferences (CIDIP, for instance).

If we are to synchronize efforts to address the risks, threats, and challenges facing the hemispheric community of democracies as they strive to boost growth and reduce poverty, it is vital that we further develop our corpus of inter-American law by updating it intelligently.

To that end, the dissemination of international law in the OAS facilitates greater inter-American legal cooperation. That is worth underscoring, given the growing connections and interests shared by the member states, which in turn require a sound grasp of domestic legal systems: both civil and common law systems in the Hemisphere. Globalization requires it, as does the hemispheric agenda.

In that sphere, information and training are key, and it is worth recalling that, in San Salvador in 2011, the General Assembly updated the "Inter-American Program for the Development of International Law," 14 years after its adoption.

My Delegation reiterates its appreciation of the support provided to legal cooperation among the member states, in which a key part is played by networks and mechanisms furthering access to justice and to information-sharing among our authorities.

We also commend the actions undertaken to assist national efforts to meet commitments entered into in the inter-American treaties, as in the case of efforts to combat corruption: a Mechanism that, since 2012, has had observer status with its counterpart in the Council of Europe.   On-site visits are reinforcing the peer evaluation mechanism.


Along the same lines, we wish to underscore the work done by the Secretariat for the Ministers of Justice of the Americas (REMJA) process, because cybercrime, mutual legal assistance, prison policies and forensic research are complex, specialized fields.
Mr. Chairman:

Seeing that international law governs the behavior of states in their reciprocal relations and that  the legal order is a prerequisite for security and peace, and given that legal frameworks help institutionalize national development processes, my Delegation greatly appreciates the presentation regarding the installed capacity of the OAS to sustain the development and codification of inter-American law.   
The strategic vision is at the same time a legal vision and one that offers a crystal-clear perspective on strengthening the rule of law.
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