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The Permanent Mission of Ecuador to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the OAS General Secretariat and hereby forwards a copy of the speech delivered by Ambassador Fernándo Suárez, Acting Representative to the OAS, during the meeting of the Working Group of the Permanent Council on the Strategic Vision of the OAS, Pillar – Human Rights, held on November 12, 2013.

The Permanent Mission of Ecuador to the Organization of American States would like to avail itself of this opportunity to convey to the OAS General Secretariat renewed assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., November 15, 2013.

Honorable General Secretariat

Organization of American States,

Washington, D.C.

WORKING GROUP ON THE STRATEGIC VISION
PILLAR REVIEW - HUMAN RIGHTS
STATEMENT BY THE DELEGATION OF ECUADOR
WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER 12, 2013
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
My delegation reiterates its readiness to continue collaborating with the work of the "Working Group on the Strategic Vision of the OAS," which is vital for aligning this Organization with the needs of the new millennium.
By virtue of a Constitutional mandate and led by our Government, Ecuador, in particular, has played an active part in recent years in efforts to establish throughout the Hemisphere an expeditious, efficient, robust, mutually supportive, transparent and, above all, depoliticized human rights system, aimed at ensuring full enjoyment of those rights by the citizens of the Americas.
My country and its Government have a profound respect for human rights. Proof of that is that Ecuador is one of only seven countries (out of the 34 in the inter-American system) that has signed all the inter-American human rights instruments, without exception: the American Convention on Human Rights, "Pact of San José"; the Additional Protocol to that Convention on Human Rights in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, "Protocol of San Salvador"; the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence against Women, "Convention of Belém do Pará"; the Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights to Abolish the Death Penalty; the Inter-American Convention on Forced Disappearance of Persons; the Inter-American Convention to Prevent and Punish Torture; and the Inter-American Convention on the Granting of Civil Rights to Women. All were signed by Ecuador.
In addition, allow me to recall the comment made by the President of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights himself in a speech to the OAS Permanent Council, in which he pointed to Ecuador as the country that did most to implement the judgments handed down by the Court. 

Apart from that, Ecuador has constantly advocated the idea that the inter-American human rights system should have the budgetary resources it needs to function as best it can and has even committed to increasing its quota to that end, provided that the entire system is financed by the OAS Regular Fund.
Allow me to insist on that, because some have sought to insinuate that our national government wants to weaken the system. Nothing could be further from the truth, as witnessed by the official position of the authorities of the system itself and Ecuador's actions and undertakings in the various processes. What is indeed true is that Ecuador has not minced its words when it comes to pointing out the evident shortcomings and inconsistencies there have been in the Hemisphere, because it seeks the honest and frank dialogue required to generate precisely the synergies needed to strengthen the system to the benefit of the peoples of the Americas, who are the only "owners" of that system.
It is precisely Ecuador that has pushed for agreements aimed at creating adequate and effective mechanisms for achieving a more robust system, universality, and transparency. That means establishing clear rules of the game, to be implemented with honesty, equity, and transparency, without exceeding the limits imposed and established in the appropriate inter-American treaties and instruments.
My country, Mr. Chairman, is ready to continue talks aimed at achieving universal acceptance of the inter-American instruments, so that we all share the same rights and responsibilities vis-à-vis our peoples, in a clear demonstration that Ecuador is resolutely committed to human rights in the Hemisphere.
My country has a deep-seated belief in the value of dialogue and in international law as a vehicle for international relations. It also considers that we still have to discuss several matters that will enable us to perfect the human rights system we need at the present time. The issues that my delegation thinks we need to continue analyzing mainly have to do with:
Headquarters: My country insists on the need to continue reviewing the possibility of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights being located in a State Party to the American Convention on Human Rights, which would make the system more cohesive and ensure co-responsibility between the rights and obligations of the States Parties to the Pact.
Precautionary measures: Ecuador reiterates that the precautionary measures issued by the IACHR are contemplated neither in the American Convention on Human Rights, nor in the Commission's Statute, nor in the OAS Charter, so that the Commission lacks the powers to issue them. Ecuador only acknowledges the right of the Inter-American Court to issue them, as that power stems from the Convention.
Financing: Ecuador again reiterates the need for the inter-American human rights system to be financed through the OAS budget. It is intolerable that those who do not fully share the duties and obligations derived from the Charter, nongovernmental organizations, and countries outside the Hemisphere finance approximately 90% of the budget. Therefore, Ecuador renews its call to find ways of boosting the system's finances constantly and for the long term, in order to ensure that the human rights of the inhabitants of the Americas are fully respected and in force.
Rapporteurships Because human rights are indivisible, Ecuador wishes to insist on the principle that all the rapporteurships should have the financial and human resources they need to do their job, because, some rights cannot continue to prevail over others, as they have done up to now, with an imbalance between rapporteurships in terms of the additional funds allocated to them.
The inter-American human rights system has undoubtedly played an immensely valuable historical role in investigating, documenting, and systematizing archives, testimony and material evidence of despotism in Latin America, especially during the military dictatorships of the Twentieth Century. Nevertheless, Ecuador believes that the Organization of American States and the human rights system must change, precisely in order to keep up with changing times and new developments in the region. Now that our America finally has democratic and progressive governments, it needs an Organization and a system tailored to those circumstances. Therefore, neither the OAS nor the IAHRS can wither. Rather they must show their ability to adapt and take the system and the Organization to the higher levels our peoples deserve.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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